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DCF:
Technology has changed the way we do things, hasn’t it? Years ago, when you wanted to tune your

car, you got out your timing light, a screwdriver and a wrench. Now, you don’t need to tune it at all. The
onboard computer takes care of everything. Years ago, if you wanted to look up someone’s phone number,
you pulled out the phone book. If you wanted to know how to get from one place to another, you pulled out
a paper map. Now, you just look it up on the internet. Years ago, if you wanted to change the television
station, you got up from the couch, walked to the TV and turned the channel knob. Now, you just push a
button on the remote. Technology has changed the way we do things. 

Has technology changed the way God extends His kingdom? We know that the Holy Spirit works only
through the Word to instill and enhance faith. But what about the delivery system? As we study God’s Word
today, we’ll see that the heart of it all  “GOD’S METHODS HAVEN’T CHANGED.” He uses people to extend
His kingdom. He still chooses us. He still empowers us and He still gives results to the spreading of His
Word. 

Part One: He still chooses

We meet up with Jesus and His disciples early in His public ministry. He had chosen them to follow
Him. He had given them a saving faith by the power of the Holy Spirit. These men had seen a few of His
miracles by now. Those miracles were proof that Jesus was who He said He was - the Messiah. These men
were the twelve chosen by Jesus to be His ambassadors. He had chosen them to follow Him.

Now, He chooses them to go out and extend His kingdom in a unique way. He would place His power
into their hands so that they would do miraculous things. This mission and this power were not things that
these men asked Jesus to give them. They had just witnessed the shabby way the people of Nazareth had 
treated Jesus. I’m sure none of them wanted to endure that same kind of treatment. But they didn’t have a
choice. Jesus chose them to be His followers and now He chooses how they were going to serve Him. Go
and preach. Go and heal. Go and cast out demons. That’s it. Go.

I wonder what the disciples first reaction was. “Are you sure you want us to do this?” I wonder if they
questioned whether they had the tools, the talents to do what Jesus was sending them to do. I wonder if at
least one of the apostles said to himself “I’m not qualified to do this job.” I wonder, because they were
human beings just like you and me, and we often have that same thought. “I’m not qualified to be an
ambassador for Jesus.” It doesn’t matter what you think. What matters is that Jesus has chosen you to be
His ambassador. 

His method of extending His kingdom hasn’t changed. He chose you to be His ambassador before
the world was created. He knew you would be born on your birthday. He knew the Holy Spirit would give you
a saving faith at your baptism. The gift of faith comes with a purpose.  “Be my witnesses.” Spread the news
of what Jesus did and what He will do. Over the years, as we have grown in our faith, we’ve seen the truth
of why we are here. We are here to serve our Savior in His rescue mission. We are to spread the Gospel
message to the world.

But what does that mean? What does Jesus expect of us as we work for Him? I think you can boil
it down to two main ways. One is to talk about the Savior. The other is to support those who do. Of course
He wants us to talk to others about our Savior. That’s the means that the Holy Spirit uses to impact hearts
and create faith.  When we lead lives that are examples of Christ like love we’re doing what we’ve been
chosen to do. When we are honest, kind, generous, loving and trustworthy it gives us an opening to talk
about our Savior. He’s called some of us into the public ministry, where full time we spread the Word.  We
also work in His kingdom when we support full time workers. All of us are chosen to do both. Speak and
support.

Where do we get the energy, the impulse to work for the Lord? Is it something that has always been
in our hearts? Absolutely not. God’s methods haven’t changed. He is the One who still empowers us to do
His will.

Part Two: He still empowers us

Jesus didn’t choose the disciples based on their qualifications. He didn’t choose the most outgoing,
the smartest or the best looking men to do His will. He chose men from what we might call the lower walks



of life. Fishermen. A tax collector. Laborers. You know, solid middle class workers. They would speak the
Gospel before governors and kings, rich merchants and high society. Where did they get the talents, the
qualifications to do this? From God. God doesn’t call the qualified. He qualifies the called. 

Just like today’s events. “Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them
authority over evil spirits.” For a time, these twelve men wielded the power of God. At the same time,
Jesus gave them directions on what to take. Don’t take extra clothes. Rely on the Lord. Don’t take a bag,
which was commonly used by beggars when they begged. Rely on the Lord. Don’t move around looking for
better accommodations when you enter a town. Rely on the Lord and don’t give the impression you’re in this
for money and comfort. Use the talents, the gifts that Jesus is giving you for just one thing - spread the
kingdom.

Jesus still does the same thing today. He gives gifts, talents and directions to the people He has
chosen to be His own. The Holy Spirit works through the Word and gives us enthusiasm and the drive to
serve the Lord. He gives us the willingness to speak to others and the ability to support those who do.  But
all according to His timetable.

Some people think that we have an unchanging set of talents in life. The gifts you have when you’re
18 are the gifts you’ll always have. It will never change. If you believe this, you’ll always work at the same
job. You’ll always spend your money and time on the same things. But is this the way God works?

No. God’s methods never change. He still empowers us with His gifts according to His timetable. The
disciples received the gift of driving out demons later on in life. And God gives us different talents at different
times in our lives. All as He deems necessary.

I’ve got a relative I’ll call Uncle Jim. He grew up an unbeliever and even after he became a child of
God really didn’t like talking about faith. But God did something when Uncle Jim retired. God gave him the
zeal to talk about Jesus to the point that he became the head of his church’s evangelism committee. Where
did that talent come from? From God at a specific time in Jim’s life.  

You may be seeing this happen in your life right now. Maybe you’ve never really wanted to talk about
your faith. But then a co-worker went through a terrible divorce and came to you for advice. The Holy Spirit
then gave you the courage to mention a few Bible passages that you learned through the years. He
empowered you, didn’t He? Or perhaps when you were younger you couldn’t support the mission of God’s
kingdom with your offerings. But over the years, God gave you the means to do so and the desire to extend
His kingdom. He empowered you, didn’t He? God’s methods haven’t changed. He still empowers His
children to extend His kingdom.

And the neat thing is, we often get to see the results!

Part Three: He still gives results
  

Oh, we don’t see results like the apostles did. “ 13 They drove out many demons and anointed
many sick people with oil and healed them.” Now, maybe we don’t cast out demons and heal sicknesses,
but we do see results. We see depression and hopelessness driven out by sharing God’s Word with the
hurting. We see relief in the eyes of those who thought no one cared when we tell them “For God so loved
the world.”  We see anxiety driven out when we share “We must through much difficulty enter into the
kingdom of God.”  We see results from our support of His kingdom.  We see  children receiving the gift
of faith as they are brought to baptism. We see the Word being preached on a weekly basis. We see the
comfort our words bring to those who are hurting in our lives. We see the kingdom being extended one
person at a time. We see God working through us, and that’s the way He has always worked. God’s
methods haven’t changed, have they?

Dear friends, I hope that today you will rejoice that you have been chosen by God to be an
ambassador for His kingdom. It may be tempting to rely on technology in other areas of our lives. And that’s
ok. But when it comes to God extending His kingdom, it’s still the same. “GOD’S METHODS HAVEN’T
CHANGED.” He still chooses His workers. He still empowers them. And, He still gives results. All praise to
the Lord that we get to see Him at work!

AMEN


