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DCF:
Love can do amazing things, can’t it? We’ve all heard stories about a mom or dad lifting a car off

of someone they love after an accident. Love enabled them to do something spectacular. Perhaps we’ve
even had a personal experience with someone who completely changed their life because of love. Like
Eddie.

Eddie was a real stinker when he was young. He shoplifted, did drugs and ran with a biker gang
for a while. He stole from his parents and even wrecked their car on a drunken spree. When he dropped
out of high school, his classmates voted him the most likely to spend life in prison. He was not the kind
of guy you want your daughter to bring home.

But Betsy did.  For some reason, she had fallen in love with the guy, and her parents were worried
about their future. But something amazing happened. Betsy’s love for Eddie moved him to change his life.
He cleaned up his language, his attitude, his life. He went back to school, got a degree, started his own
business and married Betsy. 20 years and 3 children later, Betsy’s parents both agreed that love can do
amazing things. It can change your life.

I think you’d agree, especially when it comes to the love of Jesus Christ. Today, as we look at the
words and works of our Savior, we see that “LOVE CAN DO AMAZING THINGS!” Jesus’ love moved Him
to give physical life to that young man at Nain, and it moves Jesus to give eternal life to sinful human
beings like you and me. Come with me today as we take a look at Jesus’ amazing love in the Gospel of
Luke.

Part One: It moved Jesus to give physical life

The widow in today’s story was facing disaster. Her husband had died. Her only son had now died.
Her future was dire. You see, in those days there were no social safety nets - no social security checks,
no SNAP payments, no stimulus checks and absolutely no form of welfare from the government. Women
at that time couldn’t inherit property, so if she and her son were living in a house, it would automatically
go to the next male relative. And who knows what that person might do? He had the option of using it for
her maintenance or spending it on his family. We don’t know what her relatives might do.

But Jesus did. Being God He knew everything about her. He knew the crunch she now was in and
His heart went out to her. Oh, not just because of her financial difficulties, but because of her family
situation. Her husband, her partner in life was gone. Her only son, the source of comfort after her husband
died, was now gone. Can you imagine the grief that must have consumed her heart? Jesus knew all about
it in full, and His heart went out to her. He grieved for her.

Jesus, being God, had known this lady from eternity. He knew the stresses that life would bring her
way. He knew that He could help in a way that would further His mission of salvation. So, “he went up
and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!"
By this miracle, Jesus made her life here on earth better. 

Now, please don’t think that Jesus did this as some kind of reward. Don’t think that Jesus gave life
to this young man because he would be a better believer, or would do some wonderful thing in God’s
kingdom. No, Jesus gave this young man life simply because He loved them both and wanted to bless
them in this way. They were no better than any other believers at that time. But Jesus chose to bless them
simply because He loved them. It’s true! Love can do amazing things! Love moved Jesus to give this man
life. 

It’s that love of Jesus that causes Him to bless us in our physical lives as well. We don’t deserve
even one blessing from our Lord. We are sinful human beings who often waste the things God gives us.
We often spend our time on activities that have no spiritual benefit. We gamble, drink too much, watch
scuzzy movies, surf web sites that show too much and laugh at jokes that cut down our Lord. We spend
money on things that have no lasting value. We take for granted His blessings of a gorgeous place in
which we live, or our standard of living. And yet, He still gives them all to us. Truly, God’s love is an
amazing thing!

Why? Because God is playing the long game. He gives us physical life and sustains it so that He
can give us eternal life. We were not created to be separate from God. We were created to be with Him



for eternity. His intent is to extend our physical life to eternity. Because He loves us, God continues to
bless us here so He can bless us forever in heaven.

And the only way this is possible is if His love would move Him to make it so. His love moved God
to give up His life so that we could have everlasting life.

Part Two: It moves Jesus to give eternal life

I don’t think the citizens of Nain quite got this. Oh, the miracle was an amazing thing. They praised
God for it. But they didn’t recognize that Jesus was the Messiah, the One who would come to give them
eternal life. Listen again to what they said  They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great
prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.”  A great prophet,
not the Christ. And what kind of help from God were they looking for? Physical health? Maybe Jesus could
do a miracle for their son or daughter who had just died. It seems as if they were just focused on the
physical help that Jesus could give them, not the eternal help that was the primary focus of His ministry. 

Sound familiar? So many people in our world today think that God should help us only in this life,
or at least make it the top priority. Things are so bad in this world that if God truly loved us, He would
cause wars to stop, cancer to be cured, pain to be a distant memory. They think that God and churches
should be mainly concerned about social issues, combating hate and inequality and intolerance. They
believe that all this talk about heaven is just pie in the sky talk. If Jesus really loved us, He would come
back to this earth right now and make it a paradise. To quote an old movie title, their mantra when it
comes to religion is “Heaven can wait.” Make my life better right now. But is that the wise move, the loving
move of our Savior?

Take the example of two moms. The first mom did everything to make life easier for her child when
he was in grade school. She cleaned his room, washed his clothes and put them away every day. She did
his homework when he didn’t want to. She made excuses for any failure and blamed the teacher or the
coach. She bought him anything he wanted. Oh, life was easy for him in grade school. But then came high
school, college and life. His mom still tried to do everything for him. And he failed at life because he never
learned. His mom thought that making life easy was the best she could do for him, but it was a
shortsighted goal.

The second mom let her son struggle in grade school. Oh, she helped him when he got stuck, but
she made sure he knew his homework was his responsibility. She taught him accountability and self-
reliance. She didn’t buy him everything he wanted. She taught him budgeting, planning and the idea of
delayed gratification. Grade school wasn’t easy, but the rest of his life was a success. His mom could have
done everything to make his grade school years easy, but she played the long game. She knew how to
prepare him for life.

Jesus is playing the long game. He’s preparing us for eternity. His love is not focused on this sinful
world, but on the life to come. Remember, He wants to extend our life to eternity. Oh, it’s true that He does
know just how much and how often we suffer. He knows the painful and damaging effects that sin causes
in our lives. But He uses them to train us, to strengthen us, to get us through this life so we can enjoy
eternal life with Him.  This life is short. Eternal life is forever. His love plays the long game.

His heart has gone out to us and He wants us to have a secure and serene future. That’s why He
continually comes to us through the Word, reminding us of our sins and reassuring us of His forgiveness.
“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”  He reminds us that we are not
alone. “I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” He reminds us of our purpose in life. “Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, your soul and your mind, and love your neighbor as
yourself.” He continues remind us of His love for us and all people. “God so loved the world that He
sent His one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.”
 Jesus’ love can do amazing things, can’t it?  It certainly has made an amazing change in our lives,
even more spectacular than Betsy’s love for Eddie. His love has changed our life here on earth and our
eternal destination. Today we thank God for His love and say “LOVE CAN DO AMAZING THINGS!”

AMEN


