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Jesus’ time with His followers here on earth was coming to a close.  Here it was, the day before His

crucifixion.  He knew that He had only a little more than a month with them before He would ascend back into
heaven.  He knew that some terrifically upsetting things were going to happen in their lives in the next few
hours.  Jesus knew that they needed to be reassured.  They needed something to hang on to when they saw
their friend hanging on the cross.  They needed something to hang on to when their emotions would whipsaw
back and forth in the next few days, wondering what in the world was going on. They needed to be reassured
that they were indeed part of God’s family.

As we live in this world, there are times our emotions are whipsawed by the effects of sin. We suffer
loneliness, health problems, financial problems and at times depression. We know we are loved by God, but
sometimes our souls get weary and we wonder if we really are.

If you feel like that today, I’m glad you’re here. Today our Triune God emphatically declares that “YOU
ARE GOD’S CHILDREN!” The Father decreed it. The Son accomplished it and the Holy Spirit reveals it.
Come with me to the Word as we see His love and dedication for us. 

Part One: The Father decreed it

 Jesus spent a lot of time that evening trying to prepare them for what was about to happen, but He
knew He couldn’t tell them everything.  “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.” 
They weren’t ready for it and would only be confused and upset.  It would be like trying to teach calculus to
a 4th grader They needed to hear that God was all in on His mission to save them from their sins.  So, He tells
them the Triune God is completely “laser focused” on their eternal destiny.

Now, this section speaks clearly about the Trinity, one God yet three Persons.  The unity and the
indivisibility of the Lord is taken for granted as Jesus speaks.  His followers believed that there is one God,
not several gods.  They also know that there are three Persons - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Each Person
is fully and completely God, with all the power and perks that the other Person of the Trinity has.  And yet,
not three Gods, but one God.

We struggle to keep the truth about the Trinity in balance, don’t we?  Why? Because it is
incomprehensible to human beings.  We just can’t picture it, not accurately and certainly not with complete
understanding.  One God?  We can understand that, since we are individuals.  And three Persons?  We can
understand that part, since we all know at least three other people.  But together?  One God, three Persons,
and yet one God?  Can’t do it.  So, we often flip from talking about God as one indivisible God to talking
about God as three Persons.  We can comprehend one at a time, but not both together.  

Jesus makes it very clear in these passages that all three Persons are dedicated to the mission of
saving people from their sins.  To make it easier for us to understand, we often talk about each person of the
Trinity as having a primary responsibility.  We look at the Father as the planner, the Son as the doer, and the
Holy Spirit as the convincer.  We divide up God’s mission in to three parts, and are tempted to think that each
one did His job without the other’s help.  But Jesus makes it very clear in these words that all three persons
were involved in the planning; all three were involved in the doing and all three are involved in the convincing. 
Listen again to verses 14 and 15: “He (the Holy Spirit) will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine
and making it known to you.  All that belongs to the Father is mine.” God often talks of the Father
as the planner. We speak of the Father’s will to have all people be saved. Jesus talks about doing the
Father’s will. Notice in verse 15 that Jesus says “All that belongs to the Father is mine.” The Father is
mentioned first in God’s description of the Trinity as well. We often describe the Father as the planner of our
salvation, don’t we? 

And oh, how comforting this is for us! Don’t ever think that your life is simply an accident of nature.
Oh, no! We can rightly say that the Father chose you to be His child. Before eternity, He knew you would
exist. He planned your birth. He made sure you would have faith in Jesus. He is making sure that all things
are working together so that you will be with Him in heaven for all eternity. It is His will and His desire that
you are His. He uses His power to make it so, and the other two Persons of the Trinity agreed and work
together to make it happen. God the Father chose you. 

And God the Son, Jesus Christ, is often viewed as the point man in executing God’s plan even though
all three are intimately involved.



Part Two: The Son accomplished it

This is only natural, right? After all, it was the Son who came to this earth. It was the Son who put on
human flesh. It was the Son who lived under God’s law and crafted a perfect life. It was the Son who paid
for the sins of the entire world with His suffering and death. It was the Son who rose again to show us that
God’s plan had succeeded. We rightly proclaim Jesus as God and praise Him for what He had accomplished. 

Jesus continues to work for the good of God’s family. He continues to rule this world for our benefit.
He continues to send out pastors and teachers, motivating parents and friends to tell their children and others
God’s will for them. 

But we dare never forget that all the Persons of the Trinity were involved with the planning and the
execution of God’s plan. The Father and the Holy Spirit supported and strengthened Jesus while He was on
earth. Their relationship is so close, so interconnected that we can’t even begin to comprehend it totally. But
they do work together. Look again at verse 14. “He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine
and making it known to you.”  What is Jesus talking about when He says “what is mine”? He’s talking
about everything He did here on earth, everything that was planned before time began, everything that God
did. Note again how all three Persons are mentioned by Jesus in verse 14. “He will bring glory to me by
taking from what is mine and making it known to you.  15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That
is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.” 

Which brings us to the third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit.

Part Three: The Holy Spirit reveals it

So often we overlook the Holy Spirit. We read about the Father, even mention Him first at the
beginning of the Lord’s prayer. We thank Him for the gifts of life and nature here on earth. Rightfully so. We
have the life and work of Jesus written down for us at length in the Bible. We talk about Him as our Savior,
our Shepherd, our friend. But the Holy Spirit? 

His primary job - as revealed to us by the Triune God - is to be the Revealer, the Counselor, the One
who shows us what is truly important. He’s the One who is constantly pointing us to Jesus. Look at what
Jesus did. Look at what Jesus is doing for you. Give praise and honor to the king of kings and lord of lords.
“He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.  15 All that belongs
to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to
you.” 

He still does this today. He comes through the Gospel in Word and Sacrament to create and sustain
our faith. He reveals the love and the glory of God in the pages of Scripture. He calms our hearts with the
news of our forgiveness and gives us the strength to fight against the temptations that constantly come our
way. He helps us in our prayers, interceding for us when we don’t know what to pray for.  He grows us in our
faith so that we will spend eternity with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Three Persons, yet one
indivisible God. 

Again, please note how all three Persons of the Trinity are involved in planning and executing God’s
plan of your salvation even to this day. Please remember, and take comfort in this.

Be comforted knowing that God is all in on your salvation. God’s enormous power and understanding
of this existence are focused on you. The Father chose you. The Son redeemed you. The Holy Spirit gave
you faith to understand and believe.

Oh, we know we’re not worthy of all this attention. We’re not worthy to be called the children of God.
We have so little control over our lives. I’m not just talking about the day to day activities. We don’t have a
lot of control over when we get tired. We can’t stay awake as long as we want. We need rest. We have no
control over the weather, little control over our health and the aging process. Some, yes, but not much. And
we certainly don’t have control over our minds. We can’t keep all temptations from creeping into our brains.
We battle them, but we can’t stop all of them.

How comforting to know that the Triune God is all in on our salvation. How comforting to know that
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are all willingly working together to bring us to heaven. “YOU ARE
GOD’S CHILDREN!”

AMEN  


