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DCF:
Betty and Barb were best friends as they grew up. They lived right next door to each other and

often spent long summer days doing what best friends did. They rode bikes together. They played games
together. They even went shopping with their moms together. They were inseparable. Until high school
hit. Gradually they grew apart. One enjoyed sports, the other enjoyed band. And once boyfriends entered
the picture, they spent even less time together. Eventually they went to different colleges and moved to
different cities after graduation.

After a few years, Barb’s marriage fell apart. Needing someone to talk to, she tried to reach out
to the one person she was inseparable with years ago. But she couldn’t find Betty’s number and Betty
wasn’t on Facebook or any other media. She mourned the loss of her once closest friend.

Do you sometimes feel as if you’re losing touch with your Savior, the Good Shepherd? Life is
slamming you with all sorts of challenges and it seems as if your Savior is far away? Yes? Well then I’m
glad you’re here today. Today Jesus reminds you that “THE SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP ARE
INSEPARABLE!” No one can separate us from Him. He gives us eternal life and in this life we follow
Him. 

Part One: No one can separate us

Jesus often described Himself as a shepherd. This was a picture that was instantly understood
by the people of His time. Everyone understood what a shepherd was and what a shepherd did. They
were extremely dedicated to their flock. They spent all day with them in the field. They made sure they
were fed and watered. They were willing to lay down their life for the flock. It wasn’t a job. It was a
lifestyle dedicated to the sheep. And, the sheep trusted the shepherd. They would only follow the voice
of the one who was dedicated to them.

It’s a great picture of Jesus, isn’t it? Easily understood, right? And yet we meet up with some Jews
who said “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
I can imagine Jesus sighing and thinking “C’mon, guys.” “I did tell you plainly.”  Jesus had told them
time and time again who He was. He used plain language. He used pictures. He used all the tools of
language to tell them that He was the Lamb of God who came to take away the sins of the world. Plus,
He did miracles to show them who He was. “The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me.”
One more time, out of love for their souls, Jesus answers their question in the clearest way possible. And
to top it off, He tells them He is God by saying “I and the Father are one.” And they rejected this answer
as well.

There are two types of people who question whether Jesus is the Savior. The first group are the
unbelievers, those who consistently reject the news of Christ. Jesus describes them as “not of my flock.”
We’re not going to talk about that group much today. The second group are believers, “my sheep” is
the way Jesus describes them. And isn’t it true that Jesus’ sheep often need to hear the answer to the
question “Are you the Christ?”

Yes, the Holy Spirit has given us faith, and we believe that Jesus is the Christ. But we all have this
little doubter living in us that loves to raise the question “are you really a believer?” That’s our sinful
nature, and it daily strives to tear us away from our Good Shepherd. We’ve all got that nature that seizes
on the events of this world to try and sow doubt in our hearts. It points to the tragedy of war, economic
challenges in your life, health problems, relationship problems and death itself. And then often says
“Where is your good Shepherd? Where is Jesus in all this? Are you really a part of His flock if this is
happening to you?” We don’t see Jesus visibly, like those first disciples. And we begin to doubt.

Rest assured that you are part of His flock. “My Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.” God the Father chose you to be a
member of His flock, of Jesus’ flock. He made you His own at your baptism. He has given you into the
care of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Oh, you can walk away from Him, but He will never walk away
from you. As the apostle Paul reminds us in Romans 8: “neither death nor life, neither angels nor



demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” The sheep and the Shepherd are inseparable. No one can separate us.

And oh, the blessings that come from being part of Jesus’ flock!

Part Two: He gives us eternal life
 

As members of Jesus’ flock, we rejoice in the many blessings that He has given to us. There’s the
physical blessings that we enjoy. Homes and cars, clothing and food and all the rest. There are the
emotional blessings that we enjoy - beauty, joy, laughter and love. 

Even more, we rejoice in the relationships that Jesus has blessed us with. We rejoice in His gift
of friends, even though those may change over time. We rejoice in the families that Jesus has placed
us in. Especially today we thank Him for the gift of mothers. If you have a loving mom, you thank Jesus
for her. She gave you life. She gave you love. Truly, good earthly relationships are a blessing from our
Savior.  

But there’s more! He has given us an eternal relationship with Him. Listen again to the Good
Shepherd: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can snatch them out of my
hand.” We are inseparable! Jesus laid down His life for us and took it up again to prove that we too will
rise. In eternity we will be with our Good Shepherd, enjoying His presence and love forever.

This gift of eternal life is like a present that is just starting to be unwrapped. It’s like that young
child at his birthday party who opens his presents very, very slowly. He rips the wrapping paper from a
corner, and tries to guess what’s inside. Then, he rips a bit more of the paper, doing the same thing. Oh,
he knows he’s getting the present. It has his name on it, but he’s going so slowly! The guests at his
birthday party are impatiently waiting for him to hurry up and open it! 

Ever feel that way? Jesus has revealed to us a bit of what heaven is like, but sometimes we are
so anxious to see what it’s really going to be like. We hate to wait, but we must. Meanwhile, Jesus gives
us a glimpse of heaven in words and pictures that we can understand. It’s like a banquet feast. It’s a
place where there is no pain, no tears, no disappointments of any kind. It’s a place of pure joy and
happiness. And it’s just a glimpse of glory, isn’t it?

But it’s enough. Knowing that nothing can separate us from our Shepherd and His gift of eternal
life gives us the motivation to live for Him here on earth. We follow Him.

Part Three: We gladly follow Him

Once again Jesus draws a comparison between us and sheep.  “My sheep listen to my voice;
I know them, and they follow me.” One thing about sheep that we may not know is this: they listen only
to their shepherd. He has shown his love and his dedication by being with them all the time, by making
sure they are fed and protected. They have a relationship with him. They trust him, no matter where he
leads them. They listen to his voice.

Are we listening to our Good Shepherd’s voice? There are many voices in our world clamoring
for our attention. We’ve got the ad makers on TV and influencers on the web. We’ve got our friends and
work associates. We’ve got authors and movie makers telling us their thoughts. Plus, we’ve got our sinful
nature chiming in on how to live and what to focus on in life. Who are we listening to?

Ever try to talk to someone with the TV on? It’s hard, isn’t it? Or, you’re at a party with several
conversations going on around you. How do you keep the thread of your conversation? You have to
intentionally tune out the voices you don’t want to listen to. It takes effort. It takes practice.

Your Good Shepherd wants to talk with you on a daily basis. He wants to speak to you through
His Word. He wants to hear your half of the conversation in prayer. He wants to comfort you with the
news of His presence and His gift of forgiveness. He wants to guide you in life as you face sin’s attacks
and disruption. He wants to remind you that “THE SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP ARE INSEPARABLE!’

AMEN


