
“THE FIRE OF THE LORD!” ILCW-B 5/30/21 Isaiah 6:1-8
DCF:
Sometimes fire is a good thing. Sometimes it’s a bad thing. We see the fires raging on the west

coast, destroying homes and wiping out forests and decide fire is a bad thing. We hear of young kids playing
with fire in the garage and know that fire is a bad thing. It burns things down. It destroys valuable property.
It destroys lives and wrecks futures.

Sometimes. But sometimes fire is a good thing. Fire heats our water and lets us take hot showers.
Fire keeps our homes warm in Wisconsin winters and when we’re out camping on a chilly fall evening. Fire
enables us to drive our vehicles and cook our food. Sometimes fire is a good thing. Sometimes it’s a bad
thing. It all depends on what it is used to do.

Today we come face to face with “THE FIRE OF THE LORD!” Fire from the Lord has destroyed
things. We remember Sodom and Gomorrah. But fire from the Lord has also been used for some really,
really good things. Come with me today in God’s Word and see that the fire of the Lord shows His glory,
takes away our guilt and moves us to respond. The fire of the Lord is a good - no, a great thing! Let’s go to
Isaiah, shall we?

Part One: Shows His glory

Would you want to be Isaiah in today’s lesson? Today Isaiah tells us about a vision that the Lord sent
to him. We don’t know where Isaiah was when the Lord showed him this scene. But we are told what he saw.
The Lord opened Isaiah’s eyes to see a vision of the throne room of the universe. This vision is a physical
representation of a spiritual place. Every element, every detail of Isaiah’s vision emphasized the awesome
glory of the Triune God.  Let’s take a look at the description once more. “ I saw the Lord seated on a
throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.  2 Above him were seraphs, each
with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with
two they were flying.  3 And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD
Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and
thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.”  Spectacular, awesome elements not found
anywhere on earth. Each one emphasized the awesome glory of the Lord.

And Isaiah got it! He knew he was in the presence of a being far greater and grander than he was.
He knew down to his bones that he was in the presence of the holy perfect King of creation, the sovereign
Lord of the universe. He knew he was in a place where he didn’t fit in. I wonder what went through his mind
at first? He was in the presence of the One who had created this world. He was in the presence of the One
who knew all things and controlled all things. He was in the presence of the One who demanded absolute
perfection in all things at all times. He saw the fire of God’s glory.

And Isaiah? He knew he was sinful. He knew he didn’t even begin to measure up to the entry
standards of this throne room. Why, it was like going to the Kennedy Center Honors dressed in shorts, a t
shirt and flip flops while everyone else is in tuxes and ball gowns. You know you don’t belong.  5 “Woe to
me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips,
and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

Ever felt like Isaiah? We see the holiness of God in His Word. We hear His demand to be perfect as
He is perfect. We see Him always doing the exactly perfect thing at the exactly perfect time. And when we
look at our lives, we see mistakes. We see sin. We know we break His commands each and every day and
are convinced that we are utterly unworthy to be in His presence. Our petty jealousies, the little digs we throw
at others, the resentment we have when we hear our Lord asking for our time and treasures, our disdain for
someone else’s political beliefs or favorite sports team. 

And yet, like Isaiah, God calls us into His presence. He chose us to be a member of His family. He
reminds us that this throne room vision will be part of our future lives. How can this be? Not only have we
sinned in the past, we’re continuing to sin each and every day. How can we even think of being in His
presence? It’s the fire. The fire of the Lord takes away our guilt.



Part Two: Takes away our guilt

Isaiah was a sinful, unclean human being, but God cleansed him. God uses the picture of fire, a live
coal taken from the heavenly altar to symbolize God’s cleansing of Isaiah. “ 6 Then one of the seraphs flew
to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  7 With it he touched
my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned
for.”  The fire of the Lord’s forgiveness burned away Isaiah’s sin and made him clean in the Lord’s presence.
Now, remember this is a vision, a physical depiction of a spiritual event. What takes away a person’s guilt?
What makes atonement for sin? Only one thing - the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

And also take note of another fact. God is the One who was doing all the work. Isaiah did nothing but
receive this cleansing. God cleansed him. God reassured him that he was worthy to be in the presence of
the Lord. God reassured Isaiah that he was now an acceptable messenger of the King of creation. 

That fire, that live coal which symbolizes Jesus’ cleansing of our sin, is something that has come to
all of us. The Holy Spirit has come and started the fire of faith in our hearts by baptism or by hearing the Word
of God when we were older. The Holy Spirit has continued to fan into flame that flicker of faith. That flame of
faith burns away doubt, loneliness and worry. 

This fire of God’s forgiveness continues to burn in the hearts of believers, and that’s a good thing. It’s
comforting to know that Jesus forgives our sins because we sin every day. Oh, maybe not what some might
consider to be major sins. We haven’t killed anyone lately. We haven’t embezzled millions of dollars. We
haven’t cheated on our marriage partners. But we still have sinned. We haven’t lived perfect lives. Maybe
we ignored what God has to say about the love of money. Maybe we were selfish with our time and shorted
our family. Maybe we shortchanged God in our prayer time and “forgot” to look at what He says in the Bible.
We need that fire of forgiveness every day.  And that fire of forgiveness warms our hearts, knowing that our
Triune God is always with us. His fire of forgiveness is a live coal. It will never go out.

But, not only does God’s fire of forgiveness comfort us. It also moves us to respond in our lives.

Part Three: Moves us to respond

Sometimes the Lord moves us from despair to dedication in an instant. Did you catch how quickly
Isaiah moved down that path? One moment he was despairing, saying “Woe is me.” A few minutes later he
was willing to serve the Lord with His life.  8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I
send? And who will go for us?”  And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” God’s fire of forgiveness lit in
Isaiah’s heart the fire of dedication.  And that fire burned for the rest of his life. 

Of all the prophets of the Lord, Isaiah spoke the most about the coming Messiah. He was privileged
to bring some of the most beautiful and comforting phrases to us from God. Check out chapter 9. “For to
us a child is born, to us a son is given.”  Chapter 12. “Surely it is God who saves me. I will trust in
him and not be afraid.” Chapter 42 - “A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will
not snuff out.”  And oh, so much more! The fire of dedication burned bright in Isaiah’s heard, a fire given
to him by God.

What will you do in response to God’s fire of forgiveness? How bright will your fire of dedication burn?
Will your fire of dedication drive you to set aside time to read the Bible more often? Will it drive you to strive
to eliminate those words and phrases that are not God pleasing? Will it drive you to use your time and talents
to volunteer to serve His Church? Will it move you to study for the public ministry or up your financial support
for mission? Will it burn so bright that your friends will hear you speak about your Savior? God has shared
His fire with you. His glory. His forgiveness and His dedication. Let’s see where “THE FIRE OF THE
LORD” leads us.

AMEN


