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He led the United States military to victory in World War 2.  The war was over.  The nation didn’t

need a supreme commander waging war, so he was out of a job. He was still relatively young.  Now what
would he do with his life?  Another man had built a multibillion dollar company and then retired from
running that company.  He was still relatively young.  Now what would he do with his life?  Yet another
individual had achieved the pinnacle of her sport, winning multiple gold medals in the Olympic games
before she retired.  Now what? She wasn’t even 25 years old.

Today we celebrate the visible ascension of our Lord into heaven.  He had won the battle against
sin.  He had accomplished the salvation of the world, paying for all sin of all time.  He had done what God
had planned since the beginning of time.  Now, He’s in heaven, and we might well be asking the question
“NOW WHAT?” What is Jesus doing, and what are we to do?  For answers, let’s go to God’s answer book,
shall we?

Part One: What is Jesus doing?

After Jesus rose from the dead, He spent 40 days here on earth with His followers.  He gave them
ample proof that He had risen from the dead, proving that sin had been paid for and death had been
conquered.  He spent time giving His disciples final instructions and last minute insights.  

I’m sure this time was a joyful time for His followers.  They had seen Him die and now He was alive. 
They now knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that Jesus is true God and that He had completed His mission
of paying for the sins of the world.  Now, they understood what this meant for them.  They had the gift of
eternal life because of Jesus’ work.  He had conquered death for them.  He had won the victory.  He had
completed His mission here on earth.

I wonder - during the 40 days that Jesus was here on earth - if they ever thought “now what?”  What
was next on Jesus’ agenda?  He had completed one mission, but what was the next step in His life?  It was
perhaps that thought that caused them to ask “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom
to Israel?” No, that’s not what was next.  What was next is that Jesus ascended visibly to heaven.

What’s He doing there?  Is He relaxing on His throne, basking in the feeling of a job well done?  Is
He resting from His labors?  No, not at all!  When Jesus ascended visibly into heaven, He assumed once
again all the power, all the glory, every single bit of His divine nature.  Now, body, soul and spirit, He fills
heaven and earth.  He’s still hard at work, using everything at His command to benefit His followers and
bring even more into His kingdom.  There’s a prophecy in Daniel that perfectly pictures Jesus’ return to the
throne room of heaven.  “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of
man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his
presence.  He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of
every language worshiped him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away,
and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13-14)

What is Jesus doing now?  He’s still sending the Holy Spirit to move and encourage believers to
tell others about Him. He motivates parents to teach their children about the Savior.  He moves neighbors
to invite neighbors to worship services.  He’s still sending out pastors and teachers to spread His Gospel
message. He’s still shaping the events of this world to serve His will.  He even is using the tragedies and
disasters that sin causes, bending them to do His will.  He is doing this, with one final event in mind.  His
return.

Our Savior has ascended visibly back into heaven to prepare a place for us.  Now, just exactly what
that all includes, I don’t know.  But there is a fixed date when He will return, coming with all the hosts of
heaven and every soul of every believer that has died before His return.  On that day, He will cleanse this
world of every sinful bit, give every believer a glorified body, and then take His followers home to heaven. 
There, we will enjoy the unimaginable blessings of being in the presence of the Lord forever.  That’s His
plan.  That’s what He’s been doing ever since His ascension day.

Jesus knew the answer to the question “now what?” Of course He did!  He’s God, and knows all
of history and what He would do in the disciple’s future and ours.  But what about the disciples?  What
about us?



Part Two: What are we to do?

The disciples were approaching a major change in their lives.  For over 3 years they followed Jesus. 
He taught them.  He guided them.  He told them what to do and how to do it.  He answered their questions
and encouraged them as they did God’s work.  For over 3 years they knew that if they were unsure about
something, Jesus would be there to help them out.  Now, He was about to leave them, and they knew it. 
Now what?  Now what were they supposed to do?

I think it was that uncertainty that caused the disciples to ask the question “Lord, are you at this
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” Maybe the disciples were thinking Jesus would establish
an earthly kingdom.  And then, what would they do?  Or, perhaps they were wondering if Jesus would  do
the Judgment Day thing and wipe out sin.  They just didn’t know what the future held.  Now what?

Notice how neatly Jesus declines to answer their question about the kingdom?  That’s not your
concern, he tells them.  In fact, that’s not important right now.  What is important is to tell the world what
Jesus had done for them.  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Don’t worry about the Last Day.  Don’t worry about any kind of earthly kingdom.  Your job is simply to go
and tell the world what I have done.  That’s what the future holds.

Ok, we know from the Bible what the disciples were to do next.  But what about us?  We’ve been
given the gift of a saving faith.  We know that Jesus paid for our sins.  We know that we’ll be in heaven
when we die.  We know that Jesus is with us always, even in the darkest days of our lives.  But what are
we to do with our faith, our lives?

Sometimes, as we struggle to answer this question, we’re a bit short-sighted.  We so often focus
just on ourselves.  We remember God’s command to “Love the Lord with all your heart, soul and mind.”
And, we stop there.  We dedicate ourselves to reading the Word of God.  We focus on the battle against
temptation and sin in our hearts and minds.  We strive to understand the teachings of our almighty God. 
We focus on the blessings that God sends our way - the peace, comfort, forgiveness and the relief from
a guilty conscience.  We rejoice in our eternal life and draw closer and closer to the One who saved us.

That’s a good thing, isn’t it?  And yet, we so often overlook the second part of God’s command.
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Today our Savior encourages us, commands us to be concerned not
only with our faith, but also with our neighbor’s faith.  Remember what those angels said. “This same
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen
him go into heaven.”

He’s coming back.  That’s encouraging as we see this world sink deeper and deeper into sin.  We
watch with horror the war in Ukraine. We notice our media sinking into slime. We see the disconnect from
one another that technology causes and how it amplifies hatred in the human heart.  We see love for the
Lord growing cold, a diminished interest and dedication to the truth, and a growing acceptance of ungodly
behavior and lifestyles.  God calls us into battle against the forces of the devil and sin.  That’s what’s next
for believers.  Go and tell.

He’s coming back.  That encourages us to be His witnesses.  What’s next for all believers is His
command to go and tell.  Tell others about Jesus and what He has done.  Don’t just hand someone a Bible
and say “read this.”  Don’t just invite them to come worship with you.  Oh, those are good things, but not
enough.  Say something to them!  Talk to them about Jesus!  If you wanted your son or daughter to know
how to do geometry, you wouldn’t just hand them a textbook and say “read this.”  You’d sit down and try
to explain it to them.  Why? Because He’s coming back. That’s our calling. That’s what’s next for all of us,
isn’t it?

It’s comforting to know what we’re to do next in life, isn’t it?  That question “now what” had to be
answered by Dwight Eisenhower, supreme commander of allied forces in World War 2.  Now what? Run
for president of the United States. That question was also answered by Bill Gates, who retired from running
Microsoft to establish the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, dedicated to improving the health and well-
being of people worldwide.  That question was answered by Dominique Dawes, who retired from Olympic
competition and is now co-chair of the President’s Council on Fitness, Sports and Nutrition.  And now, it’s
our turn to answer that question. We’ve been redeemed by our Savior. Now what do we do with our lives?

AMEN


