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DCF:
In pre-internet times, there was a husband who was transferred to a new city by his company. He

and his wife had four children, so he traveled alone to that new city to buy a house for his family. His wife
gave him her must haves and after a week he came back home with pictures of the house he had
purchased for them. They looked ok, but she was a bit worried. Will their new home be what they need?
Will she be happy there? She trusted her husband, but wondered if he got everything right.

Many of us are like that wife when it comes to God’s gift of heaven. We know that He loves us.
We know that He does all things perfectly, but still...

That’s why God comes to us today in His Word. He wants to reassure us of our future, so He
gives us “A GLIMPSE OF TOMORROW’S GLORY”.  Today, we see our completed relationship with
God and our life in paradise. Come with me now and be reassured by this glimpse into our future.

Part One: Our completed relationship with God

Once again we dip into the book of Revelation, a vision given to the apostle John by our Lord.
Using vivid pictures, Jesus shows John God’s plan for this world. There are seven distinct pictures of the
Last Days. They are not laid out in chronological order which some people think. They are more like
seven instant replays, giving a different view or picture of what the future holds. Today’s section comes
at the end of the visions and gives us a final picture of God’s plan for us. 

God knows we can understand these pictures, these comparisons of believers as “the Holy
City,...  prepared as a bride beautifully dressed.” We sometimes use the same imagery in our lives.
Have you ever described your husband or wife as “my rock” or “the light of my life”? Sure! God often uses
pictures to describe things to us. He talks about Jesus as the Light of the world. Jesus calls Himself the
Good Shepherd and the Vine. He calls the Gospel in this section “the water of life.” Word pictures. 

Now, these pictures are meant to comfort believers as they faced threats in this life. John’s
hearers were being persecuted by the authorities of their time. They were being attacked for their belief
in Jesus by the Jews and false teachers. Some of them perhaps wondered if their faith in Jesus was
really worth it or if Jesus really could give them what He had promised. Satan was using their difficulties
in life to tempt them to abandon their faith.

These pictures are intended for our comfort today. And we need them! We see this world spiraling
down into the muck of immorality. Attacks against God’s gift of sexuality and life. Abortion being
portrayed as an individual right. Greed rampant in corporations and individuals. We see trust becoming
a rare thing in politics and business. We see people accuse one another of all sorts of crimes and
behavior without a shred of evidence. Our so-called friends take advantage of us when it suits them.
Does anyone really care about anyone else today? And our daily comfort and peace go spiraling down
the drain.

Which is why we need to hear these words today. We need to hear, to be reassured of our
relationship with God. Jesus describes us today as “the Holy City”. This is a picture of all believers of
all time, built and redeemed by Jesus. Peter uses the same kind of picture when he describes us as
“living stones, being built into a spiritual house.” (1 Peter 2:5) Later on in chapter 21 God describes
us as an awesomely beautiful precious city, dripping with gold and jewels, shining with the glory of God.
He describes us as “a bride beautifully dressed for her husband”. This is how God views us, like a
groom who sees his bride walking down the aisle at their wedding. Imagine the groom’s heart, bursting
with love as he sees his bride come. Now, imagine God’s heart on the Last Day as He sees you coming
home to heaven. Your presence is the culmination of His plan for you, the completion of the relationship
He has established with you. Both of these pictures show us that God treasures us. He delights in us.
He is pleased to give us His glory. My friends, you are cherished by our Lord!

And it has always been this way. He chose you to be a believer. He created a saving faith in your
heart and began this relationship. He sent Jesus to suffer, die and rise again to cement that relationship.
He keeps us in the faith to this very day. And, He looks forward to continuing this delightful, glorious



relationship forever.
What does our completed relationship with God look like?  Listen again to your Savior: “Now the

dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself
will be with them and be their God.” We will be in the presence of God forever. Now, that may sound
a bit frightening to our sinful hearts. After all, we know we daily sin against God and the thought of God
being right there in front of us is definitely intimidating. But God wants this fact of His eternal presence
to be comforting. He wants us to know that when we are in His presence in paradise, our sins will no
longer be with us. They have been paid for by Jesus Christ and now He can show us His love in all its
glory. Oh, to see the Lord and bask in His love. What a wonderful day that will be! And yet, it’s only the
beginning of the blessings He will pour into our lives in paradise.

Part Two: Our life in paradise

Not only will we have a perfect life with God, but He will also bless us in other physical ways. Look
at verse 1: “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away”. God will bless us with a universe that has been cleansed of sin. No corruption. No flaws.
It will be restored to the way God originally created it to be. Could it be that after the Last Day there will
be no hurricanes, no famines, no invasive species threatening this world? I’ll leave that up to God. He
knows what He’s doing when it comes to making a new heaven and earth. That’s one part of our life in
paradise.

The other will be a joyful life.  “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” Can we even
begin to imagine this? No death or mourning or crying or pain? Why, those things are part of our
everyday life here on earth. We can only dimly comprehend their absence, but they will not be a part of
our lives in heaven. Oh, how we long to experience that kind of life!

Now, some are troubled by that phrase ”the old order of things has passed away”. They think
that God will erase some memories in order for us to enjoy perfect lives. But will He? Perhaps not. What
will change is our understanding of our memories, even the bad ones. With perfect understanding, we
will see what God intended and accomplished through our sufferings. And we will rejoice in God’s
outcome of our sufferings, knowing that the pain of what we suffered is not worth comparing to God’s
glory that is revealed in us. Perhaps we will have perfect recall of everything that happened to us here
on earth along with a perfect understanding of God’s plan in allowing those things to happen. Then, we’ll
finally “get it.”

This glorious life, tomorrow’s glory, will be yours. Jesus tells us “It is done.” Nothing can stop your
glorious future. Jesus has the power and the authority to do so. It has been His plan from the beginning
of time to give you this future paradise.

No matter what the world looks like today, Jesus is still in control. “Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so,
I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.”  He has the power to make it
so, and He is! “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.” 

Your life in paradise is guaranteed and it will be even better than you can imagine. Remember that
couple I mentioned at the start? Well, they moved, and she found out her husband had hit it out of the
park! It was even better than she had imagined. Plenty of space for the kids and a gorgeous yard. A
master bedroom that was perfect. New appliances in the kitchen, tiles, hardwood and carpet in all the
right places. She was overjoyed, as was her husband who planned everything with her in mind.

Tell your friends. He freely offers this news, this water of life, this gift of faith, this gift of
forgiveness to all. Give them “A GLIMPSE OF TOMORROW’S GLORY”. 

AMEN 


