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Most of us are passionate about something, or know someone who is. Maybe you have a friend who

is passionate about hunting. That’s the one thing that gets their heart racing. They talk about hunting on
break at work. Their budgets always has a big line item for hunting equipment. Their vacations are centered
about opening day for whatever they are hunting. They’re passionate about hunting. Or, maybe you know
someone that’s passionate about travel, or sports, or even their family. Some people are passionate about
cooking, or sewing or restoring old cars. The same can be said about them. What’s number one in your
heart, whatever consumes your time and energy, that’s your passion.

What’s your passion? Most of us have at least one earthly activity that we’re passionate about. But
this morning I pray that we all share a passion for Christ. I pray that He is number one in our hearts and that
it shows in our lives. Today we go back to the apostle Paul’s words to the Philippians and are reminded once
again about “FAITH’S PASSION FOR CHRIST.” Our passion, our faith comes from Him and it moves us
to strive to live for Him.

Part One: Comes from Him

If we were to look at Paul’s life, we’d say he was a passionate, driven man. As he grew up, he was
driven to study with the best teacher he could find. He wanted to do his very best for the Lord. Before his
conversion to Christianity, he thought that meant defending the Pharisee way of life. He strove to follow all
the rules of his religion at all times. In fact, he said was a Pharisee’s Pharisee. If anyone could claim to be
a passionate follower of God, it was Paul. This passion led him to persecute Christians, even going so far
as to plan to Damascus and arrest those who were following Jesus. He thought this was something that was
pleasing to God, so he passionately pursued this goal. If anyone thought that you got to heaven by what you
did, why then Paul was a shoe in. Just look at all the things he did for God.

He had other benefits, too. He was born a Roman citizen, with all the perks that provided. He must
have grown up in a relatively wealthy home to respectable parents. He had a high social standing with the
Jewish people. Certainly, this passionate man had a lot going for him in his life. 

And he threw it all away. “What is more, I consider everything a loss compare to the surpassing
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” If Paul had a home or possessions, he jettisoned them all
to go on the road for Jesus. His social standing? Gone. Safety and comfort? Not so much. He was beaten,
imprisoned, persecuted and finally killed. All the perks he grew up with, all the things he thought he did for
the Lord before he came to faith in Jesus, considered as rubbish.

Why? Because the Lord opened his eyes to the truth about getting to heaven. On the road to
Damascus the Holy Spirit caused him to realize that everything he thought he was doing for God was
worthless. It wasn’t working. His efforts to earn eternal life by his passionate pursuit of Christians didn’t
matter. The Holy Spirit opened his eyes to see that he could never craft the perfect life that God demands
no matter how passionately he pursued it. In fact, all our actions are tainted by sin, corrupted by the fact that
we are sinful no matter how hard we try not to be. 

Eternal life is a completely free gift from God. It comes “through faith in Christ - the righteousness
that comes from God and is by faith.” Now, remember that God will only allow perfect people into heaven.
We can’t earn it. We just don’t have the material or the will to live perfect lives. Perfection - righteousness -
comes from God. Jesus crafted a perfect life while He was here on earth. And, since He is God, that perfect
life is infinite. It’s enough to be given to absolutely everyone. Plus, His perfect payment for sin is the same.
Being God, being infinite, His payment covers absolutely every sin that has ever been committed or will be
committed. Christ’s righteousness  - Christ’s perfection - comes from God and is truly a free gift. When the
Holy Spirit causes us to believe this, or renews our appreciation of this gift, it brings relief and a renewed
passion. You can truly say that our passion for Christ comes from our faith in Him.

Ah, how often we need to relearn what God is setting before us today through Paul. We always have
that temptation skulking around our brain thinking we can somehow earn God’s love or His gift of heaven
by our actions. We volunteer at soup kitchens or homeless shelters. We show up at church on a regular
basis. We help our neighbors with their chores and when they need a ride to the doctor. We’re nice to the
mean kid in our class and watch our language in conversation. When we do such things, we are tempted
to think that somehow these words and actions earn us a better spot in paradise.



Now, such things are good and God-pleasing, but they don’t earn additional favor with God. No, the
reason we do such God-pleasing things is because of our faith in Christ. Believing that Christ has done it
all for our eternal life creates a zeal in us to live for Him in a way that gives Him thanks and glory. Faith’s
passion for Christ moves us to strive to be like Him in life.

Part Two: Moves us to strive to be like Him

We see that in Paul’s life, don’t we? Once the Holy Spirit opened his eyes to see that Christ’s
righteousness was freely given to him, he strove to live for Christ. He tried his hardest to live up to how God
now sees him. Oh, Paul knew he wasn’t perfect here on earth. He was well aware of his sins and once called
himself the worst of sinners. But he knew Christ had washed him clean in God’s eyes. He believed that
Christ’s perfection covered his imperfections, his sins. He believed that God now saw him as perfect
because he had “the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.” Now, he wanted to say thanks
to God by striving to live up to the way that God viewed him in faith. 

He wanted to be like Christ. Being like Christ means several things, one of which is sharing in His
suffering. Now, Paul doesn’t mean that he shares in Christ’s work by suffering here on earth. That’s one of
the false ideas that God got rid of when He gave Paul faith. No, what Paul is saying here is that he wants
to be like Christ, suffering for the benefit of others. Christ suffered to redeem the entire world, and Paul wants
to be like Him as Paul suffers for his faith. Not to earn eternal life, but to personally experience what it’s like
to suffer for the benefit of others. 

And he did. He was beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, persecuted, chased out of cities and finally killed
because he proclaimed Christ. His passion for Christ showed in the way he lived. All for the Gospel. All for
Jesus. Paul rejoiced in his sufferings for the Gospel - and Christ did, too.

Our passion for Christ will lead us on the same path. Knowing what Jesus has done for us will cause
us to suffer at the hands of unbelievers. The devil will make sure of that. We will suffer, and passionately,
for Christ did for us. Friendships may shatter when our faith shows itself. Relatives who don’t believe in
Jesus may distance themselves from you. Co-workers may make fun of your “religious activities.” You may
lose your job because your faith doesn’t fit in with the culture at the office. You know, your refusal to bend
the rules just because it’s always been done that way and we can get away with it.  Some believers will die
because they passionately live for Christ. 

We will also suffer because we know where our unbelieving friends and relatives are going to spend
eternity. Maybe you have an aunt or uncle, maybe even a son or daughter who doesn’t believe in Jesus.
That’s a dagger in your heart, knowing where they will spend eternity if they do not repent and receive the
gift of faith. We pray for them, don’t we?  Knowing what heaven will be like often causes us to grieve over
what we endure here. Oh, that the Lord would come quickly and take us home!

But our passion for Christ moves us to press on, to be like Christ. How do we do that? How does our
faith move us to strive to live for Christ? By driving us back to His Word where the Holy Spirit gives us
passion for Christ. He motivates us with the truth that Jesus will always be with us, to the very end of the
age. He motivates us through the Word reminding us that in all things God works for the good of those who
love Him. He strengthens us with His promise that we can do all things through Him who loves us. 

And then, He gives us some directions on how we can passionately strive to live for Him. Don’t
retaliate when attacked. Don’t repay evil with evil. Be kind and love your neighbor as yourself. Be humble
and trust the Holy Spirit to do His work. Pray for everyone, even your enemies. Strive to eliminate sin,
especially the one that so easily entangles and pops up again every week. Be quick to listen, slow to speak.
And focus! Put down the remote, the tablet, the cell phone and pay attention to what you are reading in the
Bible. Concentrate on worship when you’re here and praise God with your entire being.  Get rid of the
distractions of this world and focus on Jesus. That’s what our faith that comes from Christ moves us to do
passionately. Not just today, but tomorrow and the day after and the day after that. As Paul states so
passionately and clearly “But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus.”

Press on passionately in Christ.
AMEN


