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He never knew his dad had received a purple heart in the war. He didn’t talk about the horrors of

war and the friends he had lost. His mom never mentioned it either, since it upset his dad tremendously.
So he had grown up not knowing how brave his father had been. To him, dad was just a factory worker
who worked hard and spent summer weekends fishing. He was a good father, but just an ordinary father
according to his son.

It was only at his funeral that he heard the full story. His dad’s veteran friends gathered around
a table at the wake and started telling stories about his dad. For the first time, he heard of his father’s
courage, his determination to save his fellow platoon members and the terrible wounds he had suffered.
For the first time in his life, the truth was finally revealed to him. And he wished he had known before.

Will all of your friends know of your faith in Christ before your funeral? I hope so. In fact, that’s one
of the reasons God is keeping you here on this earth. We are to be His witnesses. He says “REVEAL
YOUR FAITH!”  Reveal it by your words and your actions. Come with me today as we dig into the Word
of God and hear once again His directions for our lives.

I. Say it

These words were first spoken east of the Jordan River, in the land of Moab. The Lord was about
to bring the people of Israel into the Promised Land. But before He did, He had Moses give them some
final reminders and instructions. The words we are studying this morning give directions as to their
worship life. God is telling them how to approach their worship of Him. And did you notice? They were
to come before Him personally. “Then you shall declare before the LORD your God.” They were to
say what they believed.

First, they declared their belief that the Lord was their Lord. There’s more to the name “Lord” than
many people at first realize. This is the name God claimed for Himself that emphasized his independence
and His unchanging love. The name “Lord” refers to a being that doesn’t change. His love and His will
are constant. He showed this consistency, this constancy, by fulfilling every one of the promises that He
had made to His people. He chose to watch over them. He chose to bring them out of Egypt by His
power. He chose to give to them a land “flowing with milk and honey.” By saying that the Lord was
their Lord, the people of Israel were revealing their faith by what they said. 

Secondly, they confessed that the Lord was the One who did it all for them. They didn’t take credit
for the land they were about to enter. They didn’t take credit for anything. They said: “8 So the LORD
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with
miraculous signs and wonders.  9 He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing
with milk and honey;” It was the Lord’s plan. It was the Lord’s power that brought them out of Egypt. 
By praising God in this way, they were stating what they believed. They were revealing their faith. They
trusted that the One who had done all these things for them would continue to watch over them and
guide them in their lives as His followers. Faith believes. Faith trusts. Faith talks.

Have you noticed that we somewhat follow that same pattern in our worship of the Lord? At the
beginning of every service we confess our sins and receive the declaration of forgiveness from God.
Then, we proclaim what we believe in various ways. We publicly pray to God several times. We state
what we believe in one of the creeds. We state what we believe in the Lord’s Prayer. We say what we
believe, don’t we? We reveal our faith by the words that we say.

In church. But do we do the same in our daily conversations? Oh, we regularly declare our faith
at home when we offer prayers before and after we eat. We reveal our faith to our family when we have
devotions and talk about Jesus with them. But what about our interactions with friends and neighbors
that are not Christians? Do we reveal our faith to them?

We’ve heard that the two topics you should never discuss in polite conversations are religion and
politics. Ok, I can see that politics is something that you don’t want to talk about. People have different
ideas about government and you don’t want to argue and get into a heated discussion. Satan loves that



religion gets lumped in. What better way to short circuit God’s command to “Go and make disciples
of all nations” than to have a culture refuse to discuss the God of heaven and earth? There’s a real
reluctance to reveal our faith, isn’t there? Is there a way we can gently talk about our Savior with others?

I think there is. We can start with the secular (things and events of this world) and move to the
sacred (talking about God).  For example, if your friend just got into a car accident, you could mention
that you’re happy that he or she didn’t suffer serious injury, and then say “I thank God that He kept you
safe.” That’s revealing your faith, isn’t it? And who knows where that discussion might lead? Or, you can
use the feel felt found approach. If someone says something that dishonors the Lord, you could respond
like this: “I can understand how you feel about that. Many others have felt the same way. But can I share
with you what I found?” Then, go on to talk about your faith, your trust and your experience with the Lord. 
Gently. Respectfully. Honestly.

Pastor Schultz reminded us from God’s Word last week that we are to reveal our faith. We are
to let our light shine. Your declaration of faith doesn’t have to be a 100,000 watt spotlight, dumping every
bit of what you believe about God into the life of someone else. Sometimes just a gentle candle light, a
simple declaration of “I believe that God loves me and forgives all who believe in Him” works far, far
better. A simple statement of faith illuminates, but does not blind.

When it comes to faith, we are to say it. Ok, so that’s it? Does being a Christian mean just talking
about Christ?  Well, no.

Part Two: Do it

Here’s one constant in a believer’s life. Faith always produces action. Sometimes a little.
Sometimes a lot. The Israelite’s faith moved them to bring offerings to the Lord. They were to take the
first part of the harvest and present it before the Lord even before they took a bite of that harvest. They
showed, by their actions, that the Lord came first. And they showed their faith by personally appearing
before the Lord. “ 10 and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me.”
Place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him.’”

Oh, they also showed their faith in other ways, too. They tried to follow the will of God that is
summarized in the ten commandments. They tried to be kind to their neighbors. They tried to be honest
in all their dealings. They tried to worship regularly and pray as well. They tried to honor God in every
aspect of their lives.  They practiced their faith. They did what they believed.

Did they do it perfectly? Oh, no. They were sinful human beings who fell short. They weren’t
always honest. They weren’t always kind. They didn’t always put God first in their lives. There were times
that the did not love the Lord their God with all their heart and love their neighbor as themselves. But..
Their faith assured them that their sins were forgiven. Their faith in the Messiah drove them to continue
to try. 

Do you see that same pattern in your life? Your faith, which the Holy Spirit has implanted in your
heart, moves you to continue to strive to live your faith. First comes relief over your sins being forgiven,
knowing that Christ paid for them all. Then comes the desire to say thanks, trusting in God for all things.
Then comes action, appearing before the Lord’s altar with gifts of thanks. The desire to give of our
income to the Lord. The desire to be kind and loving to all people. The desire to raise our children to
know and trust the Lord. The desire to trust Him in all things more and more.

We don’t do that perfectly, we know that. But because of our faith in Jesus, God forgives and
cleanses our thanks so that they are perfect before Him. And we know that God delights in any offering
that we bring to Him. Our voices of praise. Our loving actions towards our neighbors. The words of the
Gospel that we speak to others. All these are pleasing to the Lord of heaven and earth. As someone
once said to me “There are no little acts of thanks to God. All are pleasing to the Lord of heaven and
earth.” 

So don’t wait until your funeral. “REVEAL YOUR FAITH” to others. Reveal it by what you say and
by what you do. Be the light that God has called you to be.

AMEN




