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The brothers were at it again. Arguing. Now, that’s nothing new in a family, is it? Anyway, today

they were arguing about who had the most authority, the power in their lives. And of course, as the
argument went along, their voices got louder and louder. One brother said it was dad. The other said their
teacher. No, it was Officer Dale, who frequently patrolled their street. No, it’s our governor. The president.
Suddenly they heard the voice of their mom. “Boys, cut it out.” Looking at each other, the brothers both
said at the same time. “Mom.”

Today we hear the voice of our Lord and are reminded once more of just how powerful His voice
truly is. His voice created this world. His voice continues to have great power. And today, we witness the
power of God’s voice in a way that has impacted and will impact us in a very personal way. Come and
hear “THE POWER OF GOD’S VOICE!” It has raised us once. It will raise us once more.

Part One: It has raised us once

This story all starts with Lazarus, doesn’t it? Jesus knew that Lazarus was sick days before he died.
He could have hurried to his side and healed him. He could have healed him from a distance. But Jesus
didn’t. He waited until Lazarus was dead before He took action. Why? Why did Jesus wait? Didn’t He care
about Lazarus? Of course He did! We see that in His reaction when He finally arrived in Bethany. He wept.
He was deeply moved. So why did He wait? He had a plan. In verse 4 of chapter 11 we read: “No, it is for
God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”

So, Jesus arrives at Bethany, and guess who comes out to meet Him? Martha! Yes, Martha, the
one who was more concerned about dinner than about the Word of the Lord not too long ago. Now, she’s
the one who comes to meet Jesus, trusting in what He could do. I want you to take notice of Martha’s
faith. She had been raised once, from spiritual death to spiritual life through the words of our Savior. At
some point in her life the Holy Spirit had caused her to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of
God. She had witnessed and heard many things about Jesus, proof that He is the Messiah. She had
heard many things from Jesus in His visits. The voice of Jesus was a regular part of her life, not only
creating but strengthening her faith in Him as her Savior. And soon, she would be given additional proof to
the fact that Jesus is God.

But first, please notice her faith, her trust in Jesus.  21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had
been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you
whatever you ask.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha answered, “I know
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you
are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” 

What a faith! Not only did she believe that Jesus would raise all people at the last day, she also
believed that Jesus could do it right now, for Lazarus. Did you catch that part of her confession of faith?
Look again at verse 22: “But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” That’s an
amazing faith! Believing that Jesus would act, not only at the Last Day, but right now, in this life. She
believed that Jesus could and would do whatever is best for us. And that is truly something that glorifies
our Lord, right? This faith of Martha’s is truly a testament to the power and love of our God. He gave her
the greatest gift anyone can receive here on earth. He gave her faith. He raised her from spiritual death to
spiritual life.

What a miracle! And yet, how often don’t we overlook this amazing fact, or downplay it in our lives?
My friends, Jesus has raised you from death to life simply by the power of His voice. He called you to be
His own and made you His child through the power of His voice. For many of us, that powerful voice gave
us faith at our baptisms. Through His voice, the Holy Spirit came into our spiritually dead bodies and gave
us the gift of life, the belief that Jesus is our Savior from sin. You are God’s child. You have been turned
from death to life! He has raised you once by His voice.

In these uncertain times, how is your faith doing? Is it still alive and growing, or is it in need of some
attention? Perhaps you’re faith is wavering, anxious, or looking for reassurance. Kind of like Martha’s. We
heard Martha’s fantastic declaration of faith, and marvel at her strength. But as she travels towards
Lazarus’ tomb, we see it start to waver just a bit. The custom of the times dictated that the family of the
dead person wrapped and buried the body. So, perhaps Martha’s brain was recalling the burial



preparation, the placing of Lazarus’ body in the tomb, and the fact that she had never seen a dead person
come alive. Her faith wavering, she raised her doubts to Jesus when He said to roll away the stone. But
then, did you notice what Jesus did? He reassured her with the powerful voice of God.  “Did I not tell
you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”  Reassured by the Lord’s voice, they did
what He had commanded them to do.

If your faith is in need of some spiritual medical assistance, you’ve come to the right place. You’ve
come to a place where the voice of the One who gave you life can give you strength and comfort. Listen
closely, please, to the voice of our Savior when He says “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never
die.”  He has raised us once, and He reassures us that He will raise us once more.

Part Two: It will raise us once more

Want proof? Let’s go back to the Word of the Lord and find it. Lazarus is proof that Jesus has the
power over sin and death. Jesus didn’t go through a lot of hoopla. He simply spoke, and Lazarus came
back to life. “Lazarus, come out!” Simple, yet powerful words. Jesus restored Lazarus’ soul with his
body, and Lazarus walked out of the tomb. Restored to physical life, reunited with his sisters and friends.
Proof that Jesus has the power over death, and that He will raise us on the Last Day as well.

Did you ever wonder how Lazarus felt when he came back from the dead? He had been in heaven,
enjoying all the blessings and glories that the Lord has prepared for all believers. Maybe there was a bit of
regret in his heart, knowing that he’d have to wait a while before enjoying heaven. I’m sure he’d rather stay
in paradise rather than come back to this valley of the shadow of death. And yet, perhaps there was a bit
of joy, knowing that his resurrection would bring glory to God. He was living, walking proof that Jesus is
the Messiah. He would be proof of God’s power and glory until the day he died, and even beyond. To this
day, Lazarus is a shining example of the truth that God’s voice has the power to raise people from death.
Not just spiritual death, but also physical death. And what Lazarus experienced, we too will experience on
the Last Day.

On top of that, imagine the joy we will experience when we see our loved ones also raised once
more! We can’t even begin to imagine the joy that Mary and Martha had when their brother was restored
to them. Imagine the joy that Lazarus’ friends experienced, too. Our joy at the resurrection will be even
greater, when we see our fellow believers raised by the power of God’s voice. And, our bodies and theirs
will be perfect, glorified ones. No eye glasses or hearing aids. No walkers or creaky knees. Perfect
believers, raised by the power of God’s voice once more.

Once again, Jesus proves that He’s in charge. He does things according to His timetable, and
always in accord with the perfect will of God. We don’t know when He will do things or allow things that
impact us. But we do know that all things are done for our spiritual good. 

You might wonder about that, especially now that our state is on a virtual lockdown because of the
virus. But I wonder... I wonder if this is God’s way of giving us a time out? Is this God’s way of reminding
us that this world is not heaven, but a vale of tears? Maybe it’s God’s way of refocusing us on what is truly
of value in our lives. Have we taken for granted the forgiveness of sins and Jesus’ suffering and death? So
often we’ve taken for granted the ability to gather together and worship Him. So often we’ve taken for
granted our friendships and relationships, our ease of travel and the abundance of stuff. So often we’ve
enjoyed these things and forgot to thank the One who gave them all to us. And now, I think, God is giving
us time to remember and thank Him for all His goodness and grace.  And perhaps He’s giving us a
chance to re-examine our prayer life.

Jesus knew He would raise Lazarus once again. But did you notice what He did before He called
Lazarus out of the grave? He prayed out loud. Why?  “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I
knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they
may believe that you sent me.” He reminded the people that were standing there that He was doing the
Father’s will. Jesus wanted those around the tomb to believe and trust in Him so that they too could be
raised once, and once again on the Last Day. This prayer was for their benefit.

You know, this reminds me that our prayers aren’t just for us. Yes, I know we are to pray for others,
but that’s not what I’m talking about. Some of our prayers are meant to be heard by others. When we pray
together in worship, our voices support and encourage those around us. Even when we’re outside these
four walls, there are times when we should pray out loud. Let others hear what message we’re sending to
the Lord. How many times have you said to someone else “I’ll pray for you.” That’s good, but maybe next



time you could say “I’ll pray with you, right now.” And then, do it. Say it for their benefit, because you want
them to be raised not only once, but once again.

Our president’s voice has power. So does our governor, our local police, our teachers and our
parents. But none of them can do what the power of God’s voice has done. It has raised us once from
spiritual death. It will raise us once more from physical death on the Last Day. Today, rejoice in “THE
POWER OF GOD’S VOICE!”

AMEN


