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DCF:
Someone had an attitude problem.  You could tell, because Arnold was failing math class.  His parents

sat down with him one day and asked him what the problem was.  “Oh, the teacher just doesn’t like me.  He
tells me to do things just to show others how stupid I am.  And I don’t think we should have to do as much
homework as he assigns us.  So, I don’t.”

Well, being good parents, they decided they would go and talk to Arnold’s teacher.  Arnold’s teacher
told them “Arnold is just being lazy.  He acts as if he doesn’t understand the material, but I’m sure he is.  He
just wants to get out of doing work.”  Someone had an attitude problem.  Who was it?  The student, or the
teacher?

If you were Arnold’s parents, you’d try to get to the bottom of this question by asking more questions,
trying to understand Arnold’s and his teacher’s point of view.  Then, and only then, would you be ready to
decide whose attitude needs adjusting.

When it comes to God and His Word, many people have an attitude problem.  Some think that they
understand God’s attitude.  Some people think it needs changing.  “GOT AN ATTITUDE PROBLEM?” with
God’s Word?  Let’s do some investigating this morning and see that God’s attitude never changes and God
wants ours to change if we’ve got a wrong one.

Part One: God’s attitude never changes

Jesus was dealing with some people who had a serious misunderstanding of God’s attitude.  The
Pharisees were people who thought they had God’s attitude towards sin all figured out.  That’s one of the
reasons that these guys didn’t like Jesus.  Jesus challenged the way they thought about sin and a person’s
relationship with the Lord.  The Pharisees believed that a person must first become a good person before God
would accept them.  You have to prove to God that you are worthy of His love.  And, they even went further
than that.  They believed if you were a terrible sinner, you would never be accepted by God, no matter what. 
They classified whole groups of people as totally unacceptable, not even worth their time.  

We see that same idea still spooking around even today.  People define God’s attitude towards sin as
“Things you must not do if you are a real Christian.”  You hear all sorts of people talk about “changing your
life” and then accepting Jesus.  You hear people tell you that “if you want to be a Christian, you have to do
this, and this, and this, and...”  Rules, rules and more rules.  When you get to the bottom of this approach to
life, you end up with work righteousness, or the idea that you can work your way to heaven.  You can find this
approach to heaven almost anywhere.  Is that God’s attitude towards us and sin?

Some go the other way.  Rather than thinking of God as some sort of vindictive Judge, they think of
Him as some sort of forgetful loving grandfather.  They think - or hope - that God loves them so much He’s
willing to overlook their sins.  They hope that God won’t really care if they don’t live up to His demands to be
perfect.  They’re hoping that simply believing God exists will somehow guarantee them eternal life in heaven,
in spite of their sins.  But is that God’s attitude towards us and sin?

Jesus often used parables to teach, and this one has been called the pearl of all parables.  You’ve
heard the story.  The younger son demanded his share of his father’s estate before he legally could, and his
father gave it to him.  Did the father know what he was going to do with the cash?  Sure he did.  And I’m sure
the father did all he could to get his son to change his mind.  But in the end, he let his son go with the wealth
that the father had worked so hard to get.

The father in this parable is God the Father.  He generously gives us all we have.  He even gives good
gifts to His rebellious children, the ones that want nothing to do with Him.  He warns us not to misuse them. 
He encourages us to remain close to Him.  But He does not force us to always do what He desires.  He gives
us the choice of rejecting Him and trashing the gifts He blesses us with.  But, when we do, He holds us
accountable.  Notice that in this parable, when the younger son comes back, he doesn’t get all his expenses
reimbursed.  The father doesn’t give him an additional share of his estate.  Sin must be paid for.  That’s God’s
attitude towards sin.

But if that’s the only attitude of God that we knew of - sin must be paid for - then we’d be totally
depressed.  But there’s another attitude of God that gives us great comfort.  And that is God’s attitude towards
the repentant sinner.  Remember, the Pharisees said you had to be a good person before you came back to
God.  But notice how the prodigal son’s father reacted. (read v. 20)

God is waiting for us to come back to Him.  He rejoices when we repent of our sins.  He forgives us



completely and immediately.  He welcomes us back into His family when we turn from our sin and seek Him. 
And when we do, He invites us to rejoice with Him.  There is sadness when we sin, but rejoicing when we
repent.  

That’s very clear from this parable, isn’t it?  Our Lord’s attitude towards sin is consistent, year in and
year out.  We can speak clearly of sin, and how it makes our Lord angry.  We can speak clearly of how Jesus
paid for our sins.  We can speak clearly of how our belief in Jesus gives us forgiveness.  We can speak clearly
of how that forgiveness covers us with a robe of righteousness and places us back into God’s family.  And,
we can speak clearly of how happy this makes our Lord!

There’s not a problem with God’s attitude, is there?  It’s perfect, the way it should be.  The attitude
problem is often with us.

Part Two: God wants us to change

That’s clear from our parable.  Both boys needed an attitude adjustment.  Let’s take a look at the
younger son’s attitude first.  He was impatient, self-centered and disrespectful.  He couldn’t wait to get out
from under his father’s loving rule.  He couldn’t wait to “go to a far country” far from his dad’s words and
concern.  He wanted to “sow his wild oats” and indulge in every kind of sin he could think of.  Remind you of
someone?  There are plenty of examples in life of such people.  Young people who go to Club Med or Daytona
Beach on spring break, or college for the first time far from home.  And sometimes we get that attitude as well. 
We don’t want to listen to our heavenly Father, so we go “to a far country” by refusing to read the Bible, or plan
our lives according to His wisdom.  We go “to a far country” when we refuse to listen to God’s directions in
any area of life.  If that’s the attitude we have towards God - “it’s my life/my time/my money to do with as I
please” - God wants our attitude to change.

If we’re afflicted with the younger son’s attitude, God wants it to change.  He is looking for true
repentance.  He’s looking for us to “come to our senses,” to realize that sin takes us to a far country. He knows
we can’t do that by ourselves, so He sends the Holy Spirit through the Word to change our minds about our
sin. And, sometimes He uses the disastrous effects of our sin in our lives to reinforce His working.  He is
looking for us to return to Him, asking for His forgiveness.  He is looking for us to come back to His loving rule,
where He can protect and provide for us spiritually.  He’s looking for us.

OK, maybe we no longer have the younger son’s attitude towards God.  But, maybe we have the older
son syndrome.  The older son’s attitude needed changing as well.  He was resentful and proud.  When the
younger son came back, he was disgusted that dad took him back.  Did you notice that he didn’t even call him
“brother”?  He referred to him as “this son of yours”.  It’s as if he was saying “Don’t link me with this loser.  I’ve
done all the right things and now you’re going to welcome this guy back into the family?”

This son was so proud of the fact that he had worked hard all his life.  He did the right things.  He never
disobeyed his dad.  He was the one that dad should be proud of.  Why are we celebrating the homecoming
of this guy who wasted his life and “our” money?  

The older son syndrome appears when we snub new members who come from different backgrounds. 
The older son syndrome appears when we get resentful over members who don’t “contribute their fair share”
to the church budget.  The older son syndrome appears when we get resentful over “new” church music and
ideas.  The older son syndrome needs change.  That’s what God wants.

He wants us to get over our “holier than thou” attitude.  He wants us to have compassion on those who
struggle with sin.  He wants us to think of how we can make others feel welcome. He wants us to remember
that any believer is our brother.  And, he wants us to rejoice when a prodigal son returns to God’s family.  “‘My
son,’ the father  said, ‘you are always with me and everything I have is yours.  But we had to celebrate
and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

Whenever we meet another Christian, whenever another member of God’s family comes home from
the ‘far country of sin’, we are to rejoice!  That person is heaven bound, a fellow member of God’s kingdom. 
What a great thing to know that one more soul has been snatched from the devil’s grip!  Rejoice!  And
remember who’s doing all the work!  In the parable, it was the father who owned all and chose to share it with
his family members.  In our lives, it is our heavenly Father who shares His love with us.  May we all have the
attitude of rejoicing when we, or another sinner repents.  It’s what our God does.  Why can’t we?

Do we have an attitude problem?  Well, if we did coming in, I pray that God gives us His attitude to
carry with us for the rest of this week.  Rejoice over others, as God rejoices over us.

AMEN


