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"Contentment in the Lord" Pentecost 21 

1) 2 Kings 5:14-27 

2)  October 17, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory now and forever. Amen. () 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

There are many people who seemingly have little or no 

regard for material possessions. They accept poverty as a normal 

living condition, and their major concern is where they will sleep 

that night or eat that day. In contrast are the affluent, who have the 

best our society has to offer at their disposal. Their houses, up 

north cabin, cars they drive are the envy of the community. Does 

either scenario bring contentment? No! 

If money can’t buy contentment and poverty doesn’t 

provide it, what is contentment and how is it attained? 

Contentment, contrary to popular opinion, does not mean being 

satisfied where you are. Rather, it is knowing God’s plan for your 

life, having a conviction to live it, and believing that God’s peace 

is greater than the world’s problems. 

To simply say that that is enough and that is more than 

anything I could ever ask for or desire. Right, we look at the way 

that the world promotes wealth. And it's much in the same way. 

Perhaps the two figures in our story looked at it. When you think 

about Naaman and the part that we'll talk about here, briefly the 

first part of the lesson Second Kings 5 verses 1 through 14, which 

precedes our text.  

And then the other aspect that we want to look at is Gehazi 

– and how he looked at Material wealth and possessions. What is 

the attitude in which God desires us to have. 

Now, if you were to go home and to read 2nd Kings 5:1-14, 

you would notice quite a few things about Naaman. He was pretty 

high up there in a neighboring country – in what is modern-day 

Syria. He was second in command or so of the Arameans. And as 

you think about it, he had a lot of good things going for him. In 

fact, you could say that he was only a servant to one and that was 

the king of there. But then he had something very difficult that he 

was going through. 
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Now, if you've heard leprosy described, it's described as a 

very deadly disease, one in which we can think of literally the flesh 

being eaten off of a body that still alive. Very, very painful. 

And yet what does he do? He goes to Israel at the insistence 

of one of his servants. And what we would consider almost even 

the lowest of the low of his servants. I bet if you would go to the 

prophets of Israel and even the way that the servant describes it, I 

beg you. I plead for you. My master right here, heart goes out to 

name, and I want you to go and get healed. But you're going to 

have to go to the prophet of Israel to do that. And so what is 

Naaman do? He goes to Israel? He brings a great deal of wealth 

with him because he wants to pay anything. He has to in order to 

find healing. Right? Who wouldn't want to pay anything that they 

could to go to the doctor and to be healed of this type of deadly 

disease of leprosy? If there was indeed a cure. And that's what 

name and does. In fact, when the prophet of Israel gives a solution 

to name and were told that Naaman was a little bit upset. I don't 

want to go and wash in the Jordan River. Why would I do that? 

Don't we have other rivers that are a little bit cleaner, then the 

Jordan? Why would I? Perhaps he didn’t want to stoop so low to 

go and dip himself in the Jordan and be healed. And yet that's what 

the prophet of Israel had told him to do. 

What do we see with Naaman’s life? Then we see a change 

of heart. Don't we see a change of attitude? Don't we see, even a 

change in his thinking if he was that upset with the solution that 

Elijah had given him to go and be healed by dipping himself in the 

Jordan.  

Verse 14 right before our lesson tells us that Naaman was 

indeed healed. And then in our lesson we're told here. That 

Naaman went back to the man of God. He stood before him and 

said, now I know that there's no God in all the world except in 

Israel. Please accept now a gift from your servant.  

So he goes from the attitude of perhaps even I can buy the 

cure to now saying I know there's no God except in all Israel. Now 

in that day in in, in many cultures, around that time, there was a 

pluralistic type of thinking that there were many gods, right? They 

would have thought that the god of Israel was one amongst many 

much.  
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For him to go to to the point of saying now, I know that 

there's no God. He was in a sense changing his behavior by saying, 

I believe in the first commandment that you shall have no other 

gods. By saying that there's no God, except in all of Israel. I give 

great thanks for finding this physical cure for what had ailed me – 

the cure of leprosy.  

Now, I know that there's no God in all the world except 

in Israel. And you also see a change in behavior when he says, 

please now, accept a gift. Right, when we think about the grace of 

God, it's not something that we can learn. It's not something that 

we can pay for. It's not something that we deserve. In this change 

of attitude and named it as one in which he says. I want to give a 

gift. Simply out of pure things in pure joy for all that you've done 

for me.  

And Elisha said, no to the gift will get to that here in a 

moment. But the fact that name and says your servant, You think 

about the type of humility that it would have been brought on to 

cause him? Even take that type of position in his life. When we 

think about that change of heart, change of attitude, even that 

change of thinking. We see in Naaman, an example of someone 

who has met God. 

Someone who has a great deal of joy and thankfulness for 

all that God had done for him. And, really is a remarkable story, 

isn't it? To be able to see someone with leprosy now being healed, 

truly a miracle of God. Certainly, in what Elisha had done calling 

on God to heal Naaman.  

And we need to think about the marks of a believer. The 

type in of attitude – change of heart, change of mind, change of 

thinking that God desires from every one of us. No, on the flip 

side. You have Gehazi who had a totally different type of attitude 

when it came to wealth, when it came to possessions. When it 

came to his faith in his God. Our lesson goes on to tell us just 

about Elisha. For example, when he had said the prophet answered 

as surely as the Lord lives whom I serve (this is after Naaman had 

offered to pay). He said I will not accept the thing and even though 

urged him he refused.  

Now, perhaps you could say that Elisha didn't want to 

attach any sort of payment in order to receive that gift. And that 
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cure of leprosy much like we would say there is absolutely nothing 

that we can attach. As the Bible outright tells us nothing that we 

can attach to receiving the grace of God, receiving the Forgiveness 

of all of our sins. Elijah says no. I'm not going to take a thing.  

And we're we go on to read that  

After Naaman had traveled some distance, 20 Gehazi, the 

servant of Elisha the man of God, said to himself, “My master 

was too easy on Naaman, this Aramean, by not accepting from 

him what he brought. As surely as the LORD lives, I will run 

after him and get something from him.”  
21 So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw 

him running toward him, he got down from the chariot to meet 

him. “Is everything all right?” he asked.  

What type of attitude is Gehazi displaying? First of all, I 

read in that those verses there, the fact that he calls them an error 

Meehan the kind of lens, the thought that he is looking down on 

Naaman because of his race. He's looking down on him because 

he's considered a foreigner, an outsider. And in those days to being 

an Israelite to being one of God's people.  

And when you think about his attitude, you look at that 

wasn't even just the tip of the iceberg. Naaman perhaps had a great 

deal of pride. But we see a changed attitude and a changed heart. 

And with Gehazi, we see pride perhaps lying underneath the 

surface. 

Being a servant of the prophet of God, Gehazi would have 

been in the Bible – in the Scriptures regularly. He would have 

known his scriptures front to back and back to front. He would 

have been the one that had gone to the church every week, and 

showed up Faithfully, but in his heart. What did it look like? Hedy 

displayed the type of attitude that God desires. You really do see a 

contrast between Naaman and Gehazi. And it's one that you and I 

can think of and we can point to pride. Is there greed in my own 

life – that prevent me from fully trusting in my Lord, and my God. 

Sin, like leprosy, is decaying and eating away at us.  

And without God, it is a deadly disease. God tells us in the 

Bible that the wages of sin is death. And it's not simply a physical 

death or decaying here on earth, but it is a spiritual death.  
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Pride threatens. In our gospel lesson, Jesus said – It's 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the 

rich man, or the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God. Because 

in our heart, that attitude of contentment is very hard for us to find 

ourselves centered in because it's so easy to go chasing after all the 

things that the world has to offer. Rather than seeking and finding 

the cure and God.  

You have a deadly disease. It's not leprosy. But you do 

have a deadly disease called Sid. You and I are much like Naaman 

before he met God and much like Gehazi who struggled with greed 

and struggled with pride in his own life.  

And yet, what did God do about it? He gave the leprosy of 

sin to his own Son. We see in Jesus humbling himself to be 

obedient to death, even death on a cross. We see Jesus that 

suffering servant the one who bore upon himself as all of our sins 

of greed, all of our sins of selfishness, all of our sins of pride.  

Where is your heart at spiritually? What is our way of 

thinking look like? At times, we can look at a story like this story 

of name and Elijah, and Gehazi, and think, well, sometimes I act 

like name and sometimes I act like Gehazi. Sometimes, perhaps, I 

even find myself somewhere in between.  

But it's important for us to remember what that changed 

heart, and that changed attitude looks like, And it's important for us 

to recognize and identify that we need to repent of our sins. To 

trust in our Lord and our savior for forgiveness. Do you see in 

Jesus all that you need? Do you see in Jesus, everything that he has 

to offer? Do you see in Jesus, the cure for the leprosy of your sin, 

that deadly disease that threatens to take both soul and body to 

punishment forever? Do you see in Jesus, the cure?  

Naaman went to the Prophet, Elisha found that he even 

knew that he'd have a difficult time living throughout his life. And 

he even had said, so right, we read in our lesson verse 17. 
17 “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your 

servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, 

for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and 

sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. 18 But may the LORD 

forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters 

the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my 
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arm and I bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of 

Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your servant for this.”  

He knew that he was going to be tempted in life to perhaps, 

even go back to his old way of thinking in his old way of life. And 

he said, Lord, forgive me for even this. You see the marks of a 

believer and you see that change of heart and that change of 

attitude. In trust in God. We ask that God guide our life in the same 

way that when we're faced with difficulties, when were faced with 

temptations that we truly do find contentment. In the Lord that we 

place all of our trust in him.  

Because we know what he's done for us. And that we too 

have that heart of joy that says about money and possessions. What 

is the world to me? This is truly a gift from God. I just want to give 

it back to the Lord to say – Thank you. That we look at everything 

in our life and say, the Lord has blessed me in so many ways. The 

Lord has given me so much in my life. I can truly be content. In 

pain and suffering. In sickness and health. We see God's desire to 

change our heart and to change our attitude. And we ask that we 

find that peace and contentment only in him.  

Let's pray – Dear heavenly father, we thank you again for 

the encouraging us to find true contentment and peace in you. As 

we see in the story of Naaman and Gehazi to be reminded of the 

peace and contentment that only you can offer. And when we think 

about it in truly spiritual ways. We thank you for forgiving, our 

sins of Pride, our sins of discontentment in greed and we thank you 

for sending your son Jesus to heal these deadly diseases of sin. 

And we ask that you help us find true contentment and peace in 

you. It's in Jesus name we pray. Amen.  
 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 
 

14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven 

times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was 

restored and became clean like that of a young boy.  
15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the 

man of God. He stood before him and said, “Now I know that 



7 

there is no God in all the world except in Israel. Please accept 

now a gift from your servant.”  
16 The prophet answered, “As surely as the LORD lives, 

whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.” And even though 

Naaman urged him, he refused.  
17 “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your 

servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, 

for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and 

sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. 18 But may the LORD 

forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters 

the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my 

arm and I bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of 

Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your servant for this.”  
19 “Go in peace,” Elisha said.  

After Naaman had traveled some distance, 20 Gehazi, the 

servant of Elisha the man of God, said to himself, “My master 

was too easy on Naaman, this Aramean, by not accepting from 

him what he brought. As surely as the LORD lives, I will run 

after him and get something from him.”  
21 So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw 

him running toward him, he got down from the chariot to meet 

him. “Is everything all right?” he asked.  
22 “Everything is all right,” Gehazi answered. “My master 

sent me to say, ‘Two young men from the company of the 

prophets have just come to me from the hill country of 

Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and two sets of 

clothing.’ ”  
23 “By all means, take two talents,” said Naaman. He urged 

Gehazi to accept them, and then tied up the two talents of 

silver in two bags, with two sets of clothing. He gave them to 

two of his servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. 24 

When Gehazi came to the hill, he took the things from the 

servants and put them away in the house. He sent the men 

away and they left. 25 Then he went in and stood before his 

master Elisha.  

“Where have you been, Gehazi?” Elisha asked.  

“Your servant didn’t go anywhere,” Gehazi answered.  
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26 But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when 

the man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the 

time to take money, or to accept clothes, olive groves, 

vineyards, flocks, herds, or menservants and maidservants? 27 

Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and to your descendants 

forever.” Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and he was 

leprous, as white as snow.  


