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“The Light” Transfiguration 

1)  2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

2)  February 27, 2022 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and 

through.  May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

How bright is the sun? Very bright. If your child has asked, 

your parent might tell you not to look into the sun directly because 

it'll burn your eyes. If you have that conversation about the sun. 

You might have it with your family and friends who are in warm 

places like, Florida or Arizona, somewhere in the desert southwest. 

Of course that led me to have to look up that statistic to see how 

many more days of sun do they actually have?  

- Here in Green Bay, we have on average 187 days of sun 

a year  

- Florida is at around 230 

- The desert southwest leads the pack 300 or so 

- There are many benefits to the sun – like vitamin D to 

improve health; it’s warmth; and it’s light that shines so 

we can see what we’re doing. 

What about the brightness of Jesus? The bible tells us that 

when he was transfigured, he shone as bright as the sun, or as 

bright like a flash of lightning (gospel accounts).  

How is Jesus still shining today? And what does it mean to 

have that light in our hearts? That’s what we want to think about 

on this Transfiguration Sunday as we think about – The Light.  

For Peter, James and John, you can imagine how awesome 

of an experience that must have been to see Jesus shining in all of 

his glory. They said, “It's good for us to be here. Let's put up a 

couple of shelters so we can stay here longer. They wanted the 

joy of that moment to continue. 

We like the sun. We might have a sunroom in our own 

home. We might be planning a trip to Florida or Arizona to get 

away from the cold and darkness of the Wisconsin winter, because 

we want to have a little bit more sun in our lives. 

Spiritually speaking for Peter, James, and John, the 

Transfiguration of Jesus was like that. There was that desire to stay 
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there. And in that moment to have Jesus glory shine, nice and 

bright. What a blessing it must have been to be there. Perhaps you 

and I would have said the same thing, but do you know that we 

have that Glory of Jesus shining brightly in our lives right now? It 

might not always seem that way. It might seem like there's cloud 

cover. It might seem like the dense fog when the snow melts and 

the moisture fills the air. But Jesus is shining brightly in our hearts 

today.  

The devil and the world try to tell us otherwise. 
4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of 

unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

What does that mean that the god of this age has blinded 

the minds of unbelievers? You and I know that the devil is hard at 

work, trying to get us as believers off track. He'll put many things 

and many obstacles, in our way to try and get us in various away 

from our faith and our saving faith in Jesus. Think about all the 

things that would be considered the God of this age.  

- Super Bowl – millions of people watching the “Big 

Game” and how many were in church that same 

morning? nd yet, when we say, That very thing. How 

many watch or participate in a worship service online 

on a Sunday morning or go to their local church? To 

have church on a Sunday. When we think about the 

God of this age, blinding us. There are many things that 

can take us away and threatened to take us away from 

our faith in Jesus in our own lives. It could be health 

problems of our own or that of a family member that 

cause us to be frightened and worried.  

- When we think about the God of this age, there are so 

many things that can deter us from growing spiritually, 

strong in our faith. And when we think about the God 

of this age, and what the devil tries to do He's taken so 

many people off track that perhaps we've even lost their 

faith completely.  

What do you think about the sun shining and there's cloud 

cover? And unfortunately, that's 50% of the time here in 

Wisconsin. You know that even though there's cloud covering, you 
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can't see the sun, but it is still shining. It's shining very very bright. 

When it says – the god of this age has blinded the minds of 

unbelievers – it’s like that cloud cover where you can’t see the sun. 

There are times in our lives where we need that cloud cover 

lifted and to be reminded. Of the good news of our savior and what 

he's done. In the midst of winter, when depression can take hold of 

us. We need to be reminded of that. Good news of our savior, 

when things aren't going our way in life. And it seems like 

everything is off track or perhaps even threatening our faith. We 

need to be reminded of the good news of our Savior.  

The Apostle Paul goes on to say in v 3 –  
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 

who are perishing. 

Now speaking of veils, that's exactly what Moses had to put 

over his face as he had come down the mount after receiving the 

Ten Commandments. And as our first lesson had told us his face 

was shining so brightly because he had spoken with the Lord. A 

veil was used to cover when it was too bright for the Israelites to 

see Moses face, like you and I might use sunglasses for example, 

to cover that brightness of the sun. Veils are still used today in 

Muslim countries when they put a hijab or face covering on. What 

does it mean when it says here – even if our gospel is veiled, it is 

veiled to those who are perishing.  

The only place that we can know and we can learn about 

Jesus and what he's done to save us is from the Bible. Sometimes, 

it’s as if a veil is put over the gospel – when false teachings and 

other things that detract from what the Bible says.  

- Example – Perhaps it's our own work righteousness. 

We compare ourselves to others and say well I'm a 

good person. At least I'm better than my neighbor Bob. 

I've done more good than bad in my life. Every time we 

try to add our own good works to our salvation we are 

putting a veil over the gospel. It takes away from the 

good news of what Jesus has done to save us.  

 

There are many who are perishing – who don’t know about 

Jesus and how he is shining bright to this very day. The events that 

occurred on a hill outside of Jerusalem are an accomplished fact. 
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Jesus died on the cross. For 30 years and then the three years of his 

ministry – he had lived a perfect life as our perfect substitute in our 

place. He always obeyed his parents. He had one God and no 

other. And when it came to all of the Commandments, he kept 

them perfectly in thought, word and deed.  

It may not have looked glorious to you and to me, but Jesus 

glory was shining brightly. He paid for the sins of the world…and 

three days later, he rose from the grave. When we think about all 

of the glorious things in the world, the good news of knowing 

where we will spend eternity when we die is perhaps at the top of 

them. You have the Forgiveness of all your sins. You have that full 

assurance that you will spend all eternity in heaven when you die. 
6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 

made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  

- He’s burning in glory and brightness, every time you 

share the good news of the Gospel with others.  

- Much like Moses who had to put a veil over his face 

because it was so bright…the light of the Gospel 

continues to burn in our hearts, through faith.  

- Every time that we share that good news with a 

neighbor, with a family member with a friend, we're 

telling the world the accomplished fact of what Jesus 

did for you and for me, the accomplished fact of what 

Jesus did when he paid for the sins of the entire world, 

 

How might your light shine, the same way that Jesus 

encouraged his disciples to be the salt of the earth and the light 

of the world. You are that light on a hill or like a lamp – don't 

cover it up, but let that light shine. Let that light shine for the world 

to see.  

The world is a very dark place. We see darkness and evil 

all around us. Much like we like the daytime better because it’s 

light out and we can see, and we get our work accomplished…it’s 

why, spiritually speaking, we hate the darkness and want the light. 

How can we as Christians let our light shine for the world to see? 

How can we serve our Savior? How can we tell others, the good 
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news of the Gospel? The Light. How can we be the light of the 

world?  

Let's pray – Dear Lord God. We thank you for giving us 

these accounts in scripture today to be reminded of the good news 

of the Gospel that continues to shine brightly to this very day. 

Continue to reassure us the good news that our sins are forgiven 

and that we will spend eternity with Jesus when we die. Strengthen 

us with that light and let our light shine to the world. It's in his 

name we pray. Amen.  

 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

 
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of 

unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not 

preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as 

your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light 

shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to 

give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Christ.  


