
The God of Love & Peace 
2 Corinthians 13:11-14 

 
God’s Word for Today 
Scripture clearly teaches that we have one, undivided God. 
Scripture also teaches that our God is three distinct 
persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Today we praise our 
Triune God for his majesty and mystery as our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
 
 
WARM UP 
In high school or college, what did you do to prepare 
yourself for big exams? 
 
 
 
What was a high point from your life this week? 
 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 
Read 2 Corinthians 13:1-14. 

Verse 1 “Third visit”—Paul’s first visit was when he started the congregation. His second 

visit probably took place sometime during the three years he worked in Ephesus 

(where he had just been). 

Verse 9 “We are glad whenever we are weak.” Paul’s posture in his ministry was very 

meek, self-effacing, and subservient to the needs of the Corinthians. The super-

apostles took this as a sign of weakness. Yet Paul was very “strong” when 

preaching the law. When he had to rebuke the Corinthians, he spoke clearly and to 

the point and did not shirk from saying exactly what the Corinthians needed 

to hear. Yet Paul wanted nothing other than to come to them in meekness, 

preaching the gospel and building up the Corinthians in faith. He was happy to be 

weak, for that meant the Corinthians were strong in the faith and ready to listen to 

Paul’s words. 
 
The super-apostles and their followers demanded proof that Christ was speaking through Paul. 
What would Paul do to prove that? (verses 2,3a) 

When Paul returned to Corinth, he would show the same zeal against sin as Jesus showed when he 
rebuked the Pharisees and others who were steeped in sin and self-righteousness. 

 
 
In what way was Paul’s ministry among the Corinthians patterned after Christ’s ministry? 

Just as Christ was crucified in weakness, so Paul accepted the sufferings and weakness of Christ in 
his own life. Just as Jesus was raised from the dead in power, so God’s power worked in the midst of 
Paul’s weakness to extend his kingdom. 

 



If the Corinthians would examine themselves, what was Paul certain they would discover? 
That they had Christ living in them, that they were children of God, and that they were brothers and 
sisters in faith. 

 
 
If they found that Christ was in them, the blessings could only have come through the ministry of 
Paul. In that case, what would they realize about Paul? (verse 6) 

They would realize that he had not failed as the super-apostles claimed. But note this is not what Paul 
was most concerned about. He was most concerned about the Corinthians and whether or not they 
were doing what was right. 

 
 
What does Paul hope for as he considers his upcoming visit (v 10-11)? 
 
 
 
Considering the problems of this church, how would his benediction in v 14 be appropriate? 

 
 
 

 
GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
Which of the imperatives in v 11 appeals to you as a characteristic you would like to grow in? If you 
could give only one of these characteristics to our community, which one would you choose? 
 
 
 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

My Next Step 
✓ Key Verse. “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.”' (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

✓ Key Response. Paul wrote encouragements at the end of his second letter to the believers at 
the church in Corinth. Consider this example of the apostle Paul and seek out opportunities 
and people in your life that you can encourage today. 

  


