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Messiah Lutheran Church 
3186 Eaton Rd, Green Bay, WI 54311 

messiahgb.org  (920) 465-6013 

Pastor Aaron Schultz 

office@messiahgb.org    |    pastorschultz@messiahgb.org 

 

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings joy to your 

heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or on the screens in 

front. Musical notes and other resources can be found in the blue hymnals and bibles 

available as you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

Parents, we encourage you to quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of the 

pastor, ushers, etc. If your child grows restless, we invite you to step out of the worship 

area into our cry room, near the restrooms. Remember that the way we welcome children 

in church directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another. 

Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

To our members, the presence of children is a gift from God and a sign of a growing 

congregation. Greet parents of young children with a smile! 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and Sunday School 

or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come again and worship with us 

very soon! 

 

Our Greatest Needs…A Gift for the World 

There is no one on the face of the earth who can make the case that they deserve God’s 
blessing. Yet, ages ago, God declared that all nations would be blessed. God has declared his 
love for the world and promised he would save the world. Some interpret this to mean that all 
people will be saved in the end. This is not true. The gift of salvation is meant for the world; 
however, it is received by faith. However, the good news is that faith is also God’s gift, 
imparted through the gospel. 
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900 Lift High the Cross 

 

 

 

 
Text: rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt.; George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912 
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 
Stand 
 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: (sung) Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ. 
C: (sung) Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: (sung) Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep 
us in your tender care: 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 
C: (sung) O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love. 
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;  
 you make us pure and holy in your sight. 
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  
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O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us;  
 you made your Father known;  
 you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
 
 

Prayer 

M: Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard 
and keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to 
the body and all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
 

First Lesson Genesis 12:1–8 

 1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will show you. 

2“I will make you into a great nation, 
 and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
 and you will be a blessing. 
3I will bless those who bless you, 
 and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
 will be blessed through you.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5He took his wife Sarai, his 
nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had 
acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived 
there. 
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 6Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at 
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7The LORD appeared to 
Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there 
to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 
 8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, 
with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD 
and called on the name of the LORD. 
 
 

Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.* 
 Where does my help come from? 
  
My help comes from the LORD,* 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 
  
He will not let your foot slip,* 
 he who watches over you will not slumber; 
  
indeed, he who watches over Israel* 
 will neither slumber nor sleep. 
  
The LORD watches over you,* 
 the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
  
The LORD will keep you from all harm,* 
 he will watch over your life; 
  
the LORD will watch over your coming and going* 
 both now and forevermore. 
 

Text: © 1986 Choristers Guild. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
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Second Lesson Romans 4:1–5, 13–17 

 1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, 
discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about—but not before God. 3What does Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
 4Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an 
obligation. 5However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies 
the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. 
 13It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the 
promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that 
comes by faith. 14For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means 
nothing and the promise is worthless, 15because the law brings wrath. And where 
there is no law there is no transgression. 
 16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may 
be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law 
but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As it 
is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the 
sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls 
into being things that were not. 
 
 
 
 

Verse of the Day 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
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570 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 

 

 
Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens- Opffer, Stettin, c. 1778 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Gospel John 3:1–17 

 1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of 
the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the 
signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
 3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 
they are born again.” 
 4“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely 
they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
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 5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must 
be born again.’ 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of 
the Spirit.” 
 9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
 10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 
things? 11Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what 
we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken 
to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I 
speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one 
who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in 
the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.” 
 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
 

Sermon 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
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    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Offering 

 
Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, and the Father of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, we praise you for your faithfulness.  
C: Through your covenant with Abraham you blessed all the nations of 
earth.  
  
M: You credited his faith to him as righteousness, and sent your Son through his 
descendants to save the world from sin.  
C: For all things, we thank you, dear Father in heaven. 
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M: Dear Savior, as we battle sin in our lives, we are often tempted to trust 
someone other than you.  
C: Come to us through your Word and build up our faith and trust.  
  
M: Keep us close to you, strengthening us and guiding us on the road to eternal 
life.  
C: Remind us again and again of your sacrifice for our sins.  
  
M: Give peace to those troubled by sin. Give comfort to those who grieve, and 
give your presence to the lonely. 
C: Send us your Holy Spirit, O Lord. 
  
M: Grow our faith beyond skepticism and doubt and guide our lives so that we 
share the Gospel with others that they too may believe. 
C: May our words bring others into contact with your Word, and may our 
actions show the world the great love of our Lord. 
  
M: O Lord, we ask that your peace rest on us and all nations, and may all 
recognize in you and your Son Jesus Christ a source of hope and healing.  
C: Watch over us. Care for us. Guide us. 
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
M: Dear Lord, you offered hope and a solution to Nicodemus and all mankind 
when you declared your love for the world. Help us to fix our eyes on the cross 
and all that you gave to forgive our every sin. In Jesus’ name we join in praying – 
 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 



12 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: (sung) And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: (sung) We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: (sung) It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. Now have 
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

C: (sung) Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of 
your glory. 
You are my God, and I will exalt you. I will give you thanks, for you have 
become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
  
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

C: (sung) O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us your peace. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
 

Distribution 

God tells us in His Word that the Lord’s Supper offers the forgiveness of sins and 
is a celebration of unity of faith. We follow the historic Christian practice of close 
communion.  We ask that only members of Messiah or one of our sister 
congregations partake of the sacrament.   If you are not a member, please speak 
to our pastor before communing. 
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660 Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

    the feast, though not the love, is past and gone. 
The bread and wine remove, but you are here, 
    nearer than ever, still my shield and sun. 
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6 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
    yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 
giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
    the Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, abr., alt. 
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
C: (sung) Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has 
done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He 
renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new 
and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
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523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 1995 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: A-712597 no. A-712597 
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