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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings joy to your 

heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or on the screens in front. 

Musical notes and other resources can be found in the blue hymnals and bibles available as 

you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

Parents, we encourage you to quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of 

the pastor, ushers, etc. If your child grows restless, we invite you to step out of the 

worship area into our cry room, near the restrooms. Remember that the way we welcome 

children in church directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to 

one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

To our members, the presence of children is a gift from God and a sign of a growing 

congregation. Greet parents of young children with a smile! 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and Sunday 

School or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come again and worship 

with us very soon! 

 

Our Greatest Needs…A Champion for the Defeated 

Today we are reminded of an ancient war that began in Eden. When Adam fell, he 

condemned the world to darkness and death. The enemy of God claimed that the 

children of men now belonged to him. God was having none of it. He promised he would 

send forth his champion, his Son. And so, today we see a battle of champions. The 

demons send forth their strongest warrior—Satan. God sends forth the best of men, 

Jesus Christ. Jesus does what Adam and we could not. In crushing the devil, Jesus meets 

one of our greatest needs.  
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842 Jesus, Still Lead On 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–1897, alt.; Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700–1760, adapt. 
Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Opening Responses 
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Confession 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
  
Silence for meditation. 

Absolution 

(The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his 
church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners” [The Small Catechism, 
First: What is the use of the keys?]. See John 20:21-23.) 
  
M:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 
God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word 
of Christ through his called servant: 
  

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (T) and of the 
Holy Spirit.  
  
C: Amen. 
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Come, Oh Come, Let Us Sing To The Lord (Venite)  
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Prayer 

M: Let us pray. 
  
M: Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the 
devil’s temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve 
to save the world from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory 
that we may battle against the forces of evil with courage and confidence; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

First Lesson Genesis 3:1–15 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?” 
 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, 3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 
 4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows 
that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 
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 6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing 
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes 
of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed 
fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
 8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are 
you?” 
 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; so I hid.” 
 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit 
from the tree, and I ate it.” 
 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 
 and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly 
 and you will eat dust 
 all the days of your life. 
15And I will put enmity 
 between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, 
 and you will strike his heel.” 
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Second Lesson Romans 5:12–19 

 12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned— 
 13To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not 
charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death 
reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not 
sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come. 
 15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the 
one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of 
the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Nor can the gift of God be 
compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and 
brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought 
justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that 
one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of 
grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus 
Christ! 
 18Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, 
so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19For just 
as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so 
also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 
 
 

Verse of the Day 

We do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses; 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not 
sin. 
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833 I Run to Christ 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 

Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973 
Text and tune: © 2010 Church Works Media. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 



10 

Gospel Matthew 4:1–11 

 1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter 
came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 
bread.” 
 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point 
of the temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is 
written: 

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
 and they will lift you up in their hands, 
 so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

 7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 
 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you 
will bow down and worship me.” 
 10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.’” 
 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
 

Sermon 

“A Champion for the Defeated” 

 

Apostle's Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
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        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering 

 

Responsive Prayer 

M: O Lord, our Creator and Redeemer, we praise you for creating us and giving 
us the gift of life. 
C: We thank you for blessing us with the gift of eternal life through Christ.  
  
M: With sorrow we remember how sin came into the world. Since Satan’s power 
is still great and we are an easy mark for his assaults,  
C: We ask you to give us the strength to resist him.  
  
M: Curb the devil’s power and strength, so that the Gospel message will flow 
freely to the ends of the earth.  
C: Give us joy as we live according to your will. 
  
M: Dear Savior, restore in us the joy of our salvation, and motivate us to reach 
out with the Gospel message.  
C: Bless all who work on our behalf, and give strength to missionaries 
everywhere.  
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M: Open our eyes to see ways we can support them with the time and talents 
that you have given to us. Keep the Gospel doors open in countries around the 
world, so that more and more people might hear and believe. 
C: Move us to seize the opportunities that you have placed before us with 
joy.  
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
M: As we enter the season of Lent, keep Jesus’ suffering and sacrifice always in 
the front of our minds. May we never forget all that He has done for us.  In His 
name we join in praying - 
 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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574 The Tree of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955 

Tune: Bruce W. Becker, b. 1952 
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Luther’s Morning Prayer 

C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, 
that you have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this 
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. 
Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy 
angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
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Blessing  
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