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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings joy to your 

heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or on the screens in front. 

Musical notes and other resources can be found in the blue hymnals and bibles available as 

you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

Parents, we encourage you to quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of 

the pastor, ushers, etc. If your child grows restless, we invite you to step out of the 

worship area into our cry room, near the restrooms. Remember that the way we welcome 

children in church directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to 

one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

To our members, the presence of children is a gift from God and a sign of a growing 

congregation. Greet parents of young children with a smile! 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and Sunday 

School or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come again and worship 

with us very soon! 

 

 

His Final Steps 

The overall theme for the 2023 Lenten sermons is “His Final Steps.” The series ponders 

the significance of the people and places on Jesus’ resolute final steps to the cross and 

three days later, his first steps from the tomb.  

Ash Wednesday is the antidote to pride. It teaches us the sobering truth that one day 

soon, people won’t see the best version of ourselves, but the dead one. “Remember you 

are dust and to dust you shall return.” 

On the first day of Lent, God intends to give us what we badly need—a wholly humbled 

heart that looks to Christ in contrition and true repentance. 
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653 Lord, to You I Make Confession 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Johann Franck, 1618–1677, abr. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Reading Psalm 51 
1Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion 
 blot out my transgressions. 
2Wash away all my iniquity 
 and cleanse me from my sin. 

3For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is always before me. 
4Against you, you only, have I sinned 
 and done what is evil in your sight; 
so you are right in your verdict 
 and justified when you judge. 
5Surely I was sinful at birth, 
 sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 
 you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 

7Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
 wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
 let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins 
 and blot out all my iniquity. 

10Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
 and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11Do not cast me from your presence 
 or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
 and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
 so that sinners will turn back to you. 
14Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, 
 you who are God my Savior, 
 and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 
15Open my lips, Lord, 
 and my mouth will declare your praise. 
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16You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 
 you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
17My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
 a broken and contrite heart 
 you, God, will not despise. 

18May it please you to prosper Zion, 
 to build up the walls of Jerusalem. 
19Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, 
 in burnt offerings offered whole; 
 then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

Invocation 

M: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Introduction to Confession 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in fellowship with 
him, to love all people, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates 
us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our 
Creator intended for us. By our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us 
to come under his judgment, but to turn to him and live. Therefore, God in his 
mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to suffer 
for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be 
sin for us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
During the forty days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of 
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. As disciples of the Lord 
Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love 
of God and neighbor. 
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Let us confess our sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit ourselves to 
this struggle. 

Confession 

M: Most holy and merciful Father, 
C: We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own 
fault, 
    by our own grievous fault 
    in thought, word, and deed, 
    by what we have done, 
    and by what we have left undone. 
  
M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
  
M: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. 
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 
We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
  
M: We have placed our wants before your will. 
We have gratified the desires of our sinful nature. 
We have merited your punishment now and forever. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
  
M: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. 
The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
  
M: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people, 
our anger when our selfish aims are denied, and our envy of those more 
fortunate than ourselves 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
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M: Our love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and 
work, our negligence in worship and prayer, and our failure to show the faith that 
is in us. 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
  
M: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human 
need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
C: Forgive us, Lord. 
  
M: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our 
prejudice and contempt for those who differ from us, 
C: Forgive us, Lord. 
  
M: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 
C: Forgive us, Lord. 
  
M: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

Sentences 

M: Accomplish in us, Lord, the work of your salvation 
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
M: By the cross and suffering of your Son, 
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death 
of sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. He sent his 
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins and for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
M: During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy 
Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by 
him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and 
always forgive those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts 
that we may truly repent of our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

First Lesson Isaiah 59:12–20 
12For our offenses are many in your sight, 
 and our sins testify against us. 
Our offenses are ever with us, 
 and we acknowledge our iniquities: 
13rebellion and treachery against the LORD, 
 turning our backs on our God, 
inciting revolt and oppression, 
 uttering lies our hearts have conceived. 
14So justice is driven back, 
 and righteousness stands at a distance; 
truth has stumbled in the streets, 
 honesty cannot enter. 
15Truth is nowhere to be found, 
 and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey. 

The LORD looked and was displeased 
 that there was no justice. 
16He saw that there was no one, 
 he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; 
so his own arm achieved salvation for him, 
 and his own righteousness sustained him. 
17He put on righteousness as his breastplate, 
 and the helmet of salvation on his head; 
he put on the garments of vengeance 
 and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak. 
18According to what they have done, 
 so will he repay 
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wrath to his enemies 
 and retribution to his foes; 
 he will repay the islands their due. 
19From the west, people will fear the name of the LORD, 
 and from the rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. 
For he will come like a pent-up flood 
 that the breath of the LORD drives along. 

20“The Redeemer will come to Zion, 
 to those in Jacob who repent of their sins,” 
declares the LORD. 

Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 7:8–13a 

 8Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret 
it—I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— 9yet now I am happy, 
not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to 
repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed 
in any way by us. 10Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and 
leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11See what this godly sorrow 
has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, 
what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see 
justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this 
matter. 12So even though I wrote to you, it was neither on account of the one who 
did the wrong nor on account of the injured party, but rather that before God you 
could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are. 13By all this we are 
encouraged. 

Verse of the Day 

Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger and abounding in love. 
 
Stand 
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Gospel Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

 1“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by 
them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
 2“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your 
giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you. 
 5“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly 
I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
 16“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure 
their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward in full. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 
18so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your 
Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you. 
 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 
 
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: (sung) Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be Seated 
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833 I Run to Christ 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 

Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973 
Text and tune: © 2010 Church Works Media. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
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Lesson John 12:1–11 

 1Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, 
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. 
Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 
3Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it 
on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. 
 4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 
5“Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a 
year’s wages.” 6He did not say this because he cared about the poor but 
because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to 
what was put into it. 
 7“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this 
perfume for the day of my burial. 8You will always have the poor among you, but 
you will not always have me.” 
 9Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, 
not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 
dead. 10So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11for on account of 
him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him. 
 

Sermon 

“His Final Steps…Led to a Dinner Celebration” 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
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    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering 

 
Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
  
M: Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. Let us pray for the 
people of God in Christ Jesus that, through repentance and faith in the gospel, 
they may remain secure in your love.  
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M: Lord God, gracious Father, we thank you for setting your Son’s sacrifice 
between us and sin’s reward. By your Spirit work in us through the gospel, give 
us repentant hearts, make our faith firm in Christ, and enliven us to serve you 
faithfully.  
C: Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
  
M: Lord God, almighty Father, renew your Church throughout the world that it 
may constantly look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Bless us with 
faithful ministers who always proclaim Christ’s cross and resurrection for the 
salvation of the world.    
C: Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
  
M: Lord God, loving Father, in your mercy you abundantly supply our needs of 
body and soul. Create in us the mind of Christ, that in humility and generosity—
considering not only our own interests, but also the interests of others—we may 
be merciful to those in need. Direct our efforts to help poor, lonely, troubled, and 
ill people.  
C: Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
  
M: Lord God, heavenly Father, comfort all who are mourning the death of people 
they loved. Lift their eyes to the cross where your Son defeated death and to the 
empty tomb where he assured us that we will live with him forever. Teach us to 
number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  
C: Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
  
M; Lord God, heavenly Father, look with favor upon all sick, injured, and 
recovering people. [We pray especially for…here name the person and the cause 
of the petition.] If it be your will deliver them from their infirmities. Let them hear 
of your unfailing love.  
C: Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
M: Lord God, eternal Father, we praise you that you have delivered the Christian 
souls who have gone before us from this world of dust and ashes to paradise. As 
their prayers continually ascend before your throne, join our prayers to theirs as 
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fragrant incense.  Hear us for the sake of him who was crucified for us and 
always intercedes on our behalf, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C: Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: (sung) And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: (sung) We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: (sung) It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. Now have 
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

C: (sung) Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of 
your glory. You are my God, and I will exalt you. I will give you thanks, for 
you have become my salvation. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The 
whole earth is full of your glory. 
 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
  
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

C: (sung) O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us your peace. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
 

Distribution 

God tells us in His Word that the Lord’s Supper offers the forgiveness of sins and 
is a celebration of unity of faith. We follow the historic Christian practice of close 
communion.  We ask that only members of Messiah or one of our sister 
congregations partake of the sacrament.   If you are not a member, please speak 
to our pastor before communing. 
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670 I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 

 

 

 

 
 
9 This meal with blessing is abounding: 

    to poor ones wealth, to weak ones pow’r, 
to angels joy, to hell confounding, 
    and life for me in death’s dark hour. (Refrain) 

 
10 My heart has now become your dwelling, 

    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, your praises telling, 
    shall live in joy eternally. (Refrain) 
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Text: Friedrich C. Heyder, 1677–1754, abr.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 4, 9–10): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; (st. 3): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756 
Text (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 4, 9–10): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 3): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
712597 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
C: (sung) Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has 
done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He 
renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new 
and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
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Hymn 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–1889 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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