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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings joy to your 

heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or on the screens in front. 

Musical notes and other resources can be found in the blue hymnals and bibles available as 

you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

Parents, we encourage you to quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of 

the pastor, ushers, etc. If your child grows restless, we invite you to step out of the 

worship area into our cry room, near the restrooms. Remember that the way we welcome 

children in church directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to 

one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

To our members, the presence of children is a gift from God and a sign of a growing 

congregation. Greet parents of young children with a smile! 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and Sunday 

School or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come again and worship 

with us very soon! 

The Glory Of The Lord 

The Transfiguration of our Lord serves as a one-week bridge between the season of 

Epiphany, where Jesus is revealed as the true Son of God, and the season of Lent, where 

we witness what the Son of God came to do.  

 

On the Mount of Glory, St. Peter declared, “It is good for us to be here.” Indeed! For here 

we see the God of Majestic Glory, who became a man to suffer and die for us, just as 

Moses and the Prophets had foretold. Oh, how much this glorious God loves us! 
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389 How Good, Lord, to Be Here 

 

 
 
5 But you, Lord, do not stay. 

    With mercy resolute 
you leave this glorious hill to die— 
    our perfect substitute. 

 
6 How good, Lord, to be here! 

    Yet we may not remain; 
but since you bid us leave the mount, 
    come with us to the plain. 

Text (sts. 1–4, 6): Joseph A. Robinson, 1858–1933, alt.; (st. 5): Bryan Gerlach, b. 1954 
Tune: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750, adapt. 
Text (st. 5): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
Text (sts. 1–4, 6) and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: (sung) Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ. 
C: (sung) Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: (sung) Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep 
us in your tender care: 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 
C: (sung) O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love. 
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;  
 you make us pure and holy in your sight. 
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
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O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us;  
 you made your Father known;  
 you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son, you confirmed 
the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice 
that came from the bright cloud, you foreshadowed our adoption as your sons. In 
your mercy, make us co-heirs of glory with Jesus our King, and bring us at last to 
heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

First Lesson Exodus 24:9–18 

 9Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 
10and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made 
of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. 11But God did not raise his hand against 
these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank. 
 12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, 
and I will give you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have 
written for their instruction.” 
 13Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the 
mountain of God. 14He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to 
you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to 
them.” 
 15When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16and the glory 
of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, 
and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. 17To the 
Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the 
mountain. 18Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And 
he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
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Psalm 148 

Praise the LORD from the heavens,* 
 praise him in the heights above. 
  
Praise him, all his angels,* 
 praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
  
Praise him, sun and moon,* 
 praise him, all you shining stars. 
  
Praise the LORD from the earth,* 
 lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding, 
  
you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,* 
 wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 
  
kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,* 
 young men and maidens, old men and children. 
  
Let them praise the name of the LORD,* 
 for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

Text: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: A-712597 no. A-712597 

 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia. A cloud covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my 
Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” Alleluia. 
 
C: (sung) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
These words are written that we may believe  
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Stand 
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Gospel Matthew 17:1–9 

 1After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of 
James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was 
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as 
white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with Jesus. 
 4Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up 
three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
 5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to 
him!” 
 6When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7But 
Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8When they 
looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 
 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell 
anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead.” 
 
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: (sung) Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be Seated 
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388 Down from the Mount of Glory 

 

 

 

 
Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905–1996 

Tune: Bartholomäus Helder, 1585–1635 
Text: © 1968 Werner H. Franzmann, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
Tune: Public domain 

Sermon Text 2 Peter 1:16–21 

 16For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice 
came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 
when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 
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 19We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and 
you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20Above all, you must 
understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 
interpretation of things. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but 
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Sermon 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
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        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Offering 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

M: We praise you, O Father, for the precious gift of your Son and for His glorious 
transfiguration on the holy mountain.  
C: Give us the firm resolve to listen to your Son, believe His promises, and 
the joyful willingness to heed His commandments.  
  
M: By the sign of Moses and Elijah, show us that blessed are the dead who die in 
faith, for they shall know the power of Christ’s resurrection.  
C: They will be changed from glory into glory. 
  
M: O God and Father, let your Holy Spirit find a dwelling in our poor bodies and 
transform our weak, sinful lives into the radiance of goodness, purity, and 
righteousness. Transform our minds, our understanding and our judgments.  
C: Transform our whole persons to reflect the mind of Christ.  
  
M: Take our sickness and pain, our disappointments and despair, our sorrows 
and mourning, our pride and anger, our selfishness and envy, our hate and fear: 
take all these, O Father,  
C: And transform them by the healing touch of Jesus in pure motives, kind 
thoughts, constructive deeds, high courage, and true faith. 
  
M: Today you bless us with your gift of Holy Communion. In it we receive your 
body and blood along with the bread and wine. 
C: Wash us clean and strengthen our faith.  
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M: Bind us together in a unified faith, that we might be witnesses to the world of 
Your love.  
C: May we treasure this gift and receive it often. 
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
M: Look with favor on Your Church, O Lord, here and in every place, and grant 
that we and all who bear the name of Christ may daily offer up to You the 
acceptable sacrifices of repentance, thanksgiving, and loving obedience. Hear 
our prayer, and by Your mercy grant our petitions for Christ’s sake. In His name 
we pray… 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: (sung) And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: (sung) We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: (sung) It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his 
glory. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

C: (sung) Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of 
your glory. You are my God, and I will exalt you. I will give you thanks, for 
you have become my salvation. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The 
whole earth is full of your glory. 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
  
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: (sung) Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

C: (sung) O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

Distribution 

God tells us in His Word that the Lord’s Supper offers the forgiveness of sins and 
is a celebration of unity of faith. We follow the historic Christian practice of close 
communion.  We ask that only members of Messiah or one of our sister 
congregations partake of the sacrament.   If you are not a member, please speak 
to our pastor before communing. 
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667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 
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6 Lord, I believe what you have said; 

    help me when doubts assail me. 
Remember that I am but dust, 
    and let my faith not fail me. 
Your supper in this vale of tears 
refreshes me and stills my fears 
    and is my priceless treasure. 

 
7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    your supper, Lord, our Savior, 
and, truly grieving for our sins, 
    may prove by our behavior 
that we are thankful for your grace 
and day by day may run our race, 
    in holiness increasing. 

Text: tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.; Samuel Kinner, 1603–1668 
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
 
 
C: (sung) Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has 
done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He 
renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new 
and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

Exhortation 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be Ash 
Wednesday, the first day of Lent. On that day we will begin our solemn journey to 
the Savior’s cross. While the joy of faith remains undiminished throughout the 
year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted and quiet. For centuries, therefore, 
Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant songs during this season, 
including the word alleluia, which means, “praise the Lord.” 

Now for a time we say farewell to alleluia. We do this to prepare ourselves for the 
quieter days of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we gather to 
shout our praise to the risen Lord. 

Hymn 977 Alleluia, Song of Triumph 

Sung to the tune of hymn 419 
 
1 Alleluia, song of triumph, 

    sound of joy that cannot die; 
alleluia is the anthem 
    ever dear to choirs on high; 
saints adorned in robes of glory 
    join the great angelic cry. 

 
2 Alleluia we are singing, 

    voicing hymns in pure accord, 
with Christ’s holy Church united, 
    justified, redeemed, restored, 
and with all his faithful people 
    raise our songs to praise the Lord. 
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3 Alleluia cannot always 
    be our song while here below; 
alleluia our transgressions 
    make us for a while forgo. 
For the solemn time is coming 
    when our tears for sin must flow. 

 
4 May our hymns be filled with longing— 

    hear us, Holy Trinity— 
as we look to your blest Easter, 
    here, and then eternally, 
when we shall once more be singing 
    alleluia joyfully! 


