
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 26 & 29, 2023 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
3186 Eaton Rd, Green Bay, WI 54311 

messiahgb.org  (920) 465-6013 

office@messiahgb.org 

Pastor Aaron Schultz pastorschultz@messiahgb.org 

 

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings joy to 

your heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or on the screens 

in front. Musical notes and other resources can be found in the blue hymnals and bibles 

available as you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

Parents, we encourage you to quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of 

the pastor, ushers, etc. If your child grows restless, we invite you to step out of the 

worship area into our cry room, near the restrooms. Remember that the way we welcome 

children in church directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to 

one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

To our members, the presence of children is a gift from God and a sign of a growing 

congregation. Greet parents of young children with a smile! 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and Sunday 

School or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come again and worship 

with us very soon! 

 

 

Trust in God’s Strength 

Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with a series of blessings. “Blessed are . . .” Jesus 

says, again and again. It had to give Jesus’ listeners pause. For what Jesus calls blessed, 

the world never would. Jesus calls blessed what others would see as weak or stupid. But, 

like any good preacher, Jesus is trying to drive home one crucial point. The weaker you 

are, the more ready you are to rely on God’s strength.  
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654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756, abr. 

Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 
  
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
  
C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
C: (sung) Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 
Your faithfulness continues forever. 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all 
our dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and 
defend us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
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First Lesson Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11–13 
3Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
 you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility; 
 perhaps you will be sheltered 
 on the day of the LORD’s anger. 

11On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame 
 for all the wrongs you have done to me, 
because I will remove from you 
 your arrogant boasters. 
Never again will you be haughty 
 on my holy hill. 
12But I will leave within you 
 the meek and humble. 
The remnant of Israel 
 will trust in the name of the LORD. 
13They will do no wrong; 
 they will tell no lies. 
A deceitful tongue 
 will not be found in their mouths. 
They will eat and lie down 
 and no one will make them afraid.” 
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Psalm 1 

 

 

 
 

Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 
Blessed is the man 
 who does not walk in the counsel of the / wicked* 
 or stand in the way of / sinners. 
 
But his delight is in the law / of the LORD,* 
 and on his law he meditates / day and night. 
 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
 which yields its fruit in / season* 
 and whose leaf does not wither. 
 Whatever he does / prospers. 

Refrain 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment,* 
 nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous. 
 
For the LORD watches over the way of the / righteous,* 
 but the way of the wicked will / perish. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son* 
 and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. / Amen. 

Refrain 



7 

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 

 26Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many 
of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were 
of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 
God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28God chose the 
lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—
to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is 
because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 
from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it 
is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 
 
 

Verse of the Day 

M: Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Alleluia. 

C: (sung) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written that we may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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563 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Text Matthew 5:1–12 

 1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them. 
 He said: 
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3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 
  for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, 
  for they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
  for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, 
  for they will be shown mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
  for they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
  for they will be called children of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. 
 

Sermon 

 

Apostle's Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
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    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering 

 
Stand 
 

Church Council Installation (Sun 10:15) 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, we delight in your righteousness, truth and mercy. 
C: We are comforted knowing you hear every prayer we pray.  
  
M: In all the events and experiences of our lives, you are always present with 
your overwhelming love.  
C: How great and awesome you are, O Lord. 
  
M: Dear Savior, You want us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  
C: Help us to be Christians that always show Your will in our lives.  
  
M: Renew us by Your Gospel so that we reflect Your love into the lives of those 
we meet.  
C: Bless our efforts to share Your love with the world. 
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M: O Holy Spirit, we thank You for giving us servants that teach us God’s will and 
the way we are to walk in this life.  
C: Keep them in the palm of Your hands, and bless them with joy as they 
serve You. 
  
M: Give young and old alike increased zeal to share the gospel with the world 
around them, so that many more hear the truth about Jesus Christ. 
  
M: Keep safe the poor, the hurting and the struggling. Heal the sick. Protect our 
protectors. Watch over our leaders. 
C: Give them the peace that only You can give. 
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer 

M: As children come to their loving fathers, we come to you with our prayers.  We 
join in the prayer our Savior taught… 
 

Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
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928 May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 

 May the grace of Christ our Savior 
    and the Father’s boundless love 
with the Holy Spirit’s favor 
    rest upon us from above. 
Thus may we abide in union 
    with each other and the Lord, 
and possess in sweet communion 
    joys which earth cannot afford. 

Text: John Newton, 1725–1807 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 

Prayer 

 
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 

Blessing 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 
the Lord with gladness. 
  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 


