
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 19 & 22, 2023 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
3186 Eaton Rd, Green Bay, WI 54311 

messiahgb.org  (920) 465-6013 

office@messiahgb.org 

Pastor Aaron Schultz pastorschultz@messiahgb.org 

 

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings joy to 

your heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or on the screens 

in front. Musical notes and other resources can be found in the blue hymnals and bibles 

available as you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

Parents, we encourage you to quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of 

the pastor, ushers, etc. If your child grows restless, we invite you to step out of the 

worship area into our cry room, near the restrooms. Remember that the way we welcome 

children in church directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to 

one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

To our members, the presence of children is a gift from God and a sign of a growing 

congregation. Greet parents of young children with a smile! 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and Sunday 

School or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come again and worship 

with us very soon! 

 

 

Jesus Appears As the Light in the Darkness 

Jesus invites us to live a life that is illuminated by him. He calls us to walk in the light of 

love for God and for the brothers and sisters around us. Our Savior is the Light of the 

world, and so we shine his reflected light onto everyone around us.  
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711 Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–1895, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Opening Responses 
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Confession 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
  
Silence for meditation. 

Absolution 

(The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his 
church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners” [The Small Catechism, 
First: What is the use of the keys?]. See John 20:21-23.) 
  
M:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 
God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word 
of Christ through his called servant: 
  

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (T) and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
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Come, Oh Come, Let Us Sing To The Lord (Venite) 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray.  
  
M: Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and teach with 
authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we too may bring good 
news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the 
captive; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 
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Lesson 1 John 2:3–11 

 3We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 
4Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and 
the truth is not in that person. 5But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly 
made complete in them. This is how we know we are in him: 6Whoever claims to 
live in him must live as Jesus did. 
 7Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you 
have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have 
heard. 8Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, 
because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 
 9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the 
darkness. 10Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there 
is nothing in them to make them stumble. 11But anyone who hates a brother or 
sister is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know 
where they are going, because the darkness has blinded them. 

Psalm 27 

  

 

 

 

 
  

Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
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Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;* 
 be merciful to me and answer me. 
  
Do not hide your face from me,* 
 do not turn your servant away in anger; 
 you have been my helper. 
  
Do not reject me or forsake me,* 
 O God my Savior. 
 
Refrain 
The Lord is my light and my salvation—of whom shall I be afraid, of whom 
shall I be afraid? 
 
Though my father and mother forsake me,* 
 the LORD will receive me. 
 
I am still confident of this:* 
 I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 
  
Wait for the LORD;* 
 be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  
Refrain 
The Lord is my light and my salvation—of whom shall I be afraid, of whom 
shall I be afraid? 

Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
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Gospel Matthew 4:12–23 

 12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 
13Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in 
the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14to fulfill what was said through the prophet 
Isaiah: 

15“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
 the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, 
 Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people living in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of death 
 a light has dawned.” 

 17From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 
 18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for 
they were fishermen. 19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to 
fish for people.” 20At once they left their nets and followed him. 
 21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their 
nets. Jesus called them, 22and immediately they left the boat and their father and 
followed him. 
 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the 
people. 
 

Seasonal Response 

Alleluia. The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living 
in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. Alleluia. 
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517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Text Isaiah 8:19—9:4 

 19When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and 
mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf 
of the living? 20Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning. If anyone 
does not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 21Distressed 
and hungry, they will roam through the land; when they are famished, they will 
become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. 22Then 
they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful 
gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness. 
 1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In 
the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the 
Jordan— 

2The people walking in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
 a light has dawned. 
3You have enlarged the nation 
 and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 
 when dividing the plunder. 
4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
 you have shattered 
the yoke that burdens them, 
 the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor. 

Sermon 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering 

Lord, Have Mercy 
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Prayer 

M: Dear heavenly Father, Lord of life and source of our salvation, we come 
before you with praise and adoration.  
C: You have brought us from darkness into light. Replace our fear with 
faith.  
  
M: Dear Savior, what joy is ours as we realize we are free from the eternal 
effects of sin.  
C: Your suffering and death have paid the price of eternity.  
  
M: What joy is ours as we realize you have removed the shackles and bonds of 
sin from our lives knowing that you do not punish us for our sins.  
C: What a comfort it is to know you are working in all things for our good. 
  
M: Send your Holy Spirit to motivate all hearts who claim you as Lord to walk in 
peace, harmony and unity.  
C: Help us keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
  
M: Help us, O Lord, to concentrate on our mission of being fishers of men.  
C: Give us a spirit of sacrifice, placing the spiritual needs of others above 
our desire for physical comforts.   
  
M: Be a light to those in darkness, and guide our feet in the paths of peace. 
Continue to bless our nation with religious liberty and curb the spread of crime 
and oppression. 
C: Grant peace to the world that we may spread the Gospel. 
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer 
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M: Restore to us the joy of our salvation, and open the eyes of many that they 
too might be saved. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Prayer For Grace 

 
  

 

Blessing 
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704 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
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Text: tr. J. Adam Rimbach, 1871–1941, alt.; Sigmund von Birken, 1626–1681 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 


