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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings 

joy to your heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or 

on the screens in front. Musical notes and other resources can be found in the 

blue hymnals and bibles available as you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

Parents, we encourage you to quietly explain the parts of the service and the 

actions of the pastor, ushers, etc. If your child grows restless, we invite you to 

step out of the worship area in to our cry room, near the restrooms. Remember 

that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond 

to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

To our members, the presence of children is a gift from God and a sign of a 

growing congregation. Greet parents of young children with a smile! 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and 

Sunday School, or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come 

again and worship with us very soon! 

  

 

COME, LORD JESUS! AS JUDGE 

The reign of God draws near, and his judgment is inevitable. The only question is 

if one sees Christ’s second coming with joy or regret. For those who fail to repent, 

the coming of the Judge brings certain doom. But his people will see that Judge 

like a banner on the hilltop, rallying us to his glorious side.  
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Service of the Word Advent 3 

SUNDAY 10:15 

804 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–1782 

Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, Leipzig, 1784 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Remain seated 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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Confession 

M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
  
All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents 
we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God 
and are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes 
us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. We recall what 
Baptism means for our daily lives: 
  
C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  
    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  
    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  
It also means that a new person should daily arise  
    to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
  
M: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 
C: Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
M: God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit 
and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives 
your sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His 
promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins are 
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forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 

M: The Gospel according to St. Mark: 
  
People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, 
but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said 
to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the 
children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 
 
Wesley James Frelich, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
  

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart  to mark you as one 
redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
  
The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new 
birth of water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you 
with his grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
  
M: We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Wesley as your 
own child and made him a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray, 
grant to him and to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may live 
to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his death, we may also share 
in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal life; 
through Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
The service continues with the Prayer of the Day. 
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327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent., alt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
C: (sung) Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 
Your faithfulness continues forever. 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his 
coming, give us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the 
darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sung) Amen. 

Be Seated 
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Psalm 130 

  

 

 

 

 
  

Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 
 
Out of the depths I cry to / you, O LORD;* 
 O Lord, / hear my voice. 
  
Let your ears be at- / tentive* 
 to my cry for / mercy. 
  
If you, O LORD, kept a rec- / ord of sins,* 
 O Lord, / who could stand? 
  
But with you there is for- / giveness;* 
 Therefore / you are feared. 
  
Refrain 
  
I wait for the LORD and in his Word I / put my hope.* 
 My soul waits for the Lord more than 
 watchmen wait for the / morning. 
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O Israel, put your hope / in the LORD,* 
 for with the LORD is unfailing love 
 and with him is full re- / demption. 
  
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son* 
 and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. / Amen. 
  
Refrain 

Text: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 

Lesson Romans 15:4–13 

 4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they 
provide we might have hope. 
 5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same 
attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6so that with one mind 
and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise 
to God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of 
God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 
9and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 
 I will sing the praises of your name.” 

10Again, it says, 

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 
 let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again, Isaiah says, 
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“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 
 one who will arise to rule over the nations; 
 in him the Gentiles will hope.” 

 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse of the Day 

M: Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. And all 
people will see God’s salvation. Alleluia. 
 
C: (sung) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Stand 

Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 

 1In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 
2and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is he who 
was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
 make straight paths for him.’ ” 

 4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around 
his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from 
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6Confessing their 
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he 
was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not 
think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that 
out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is already at 
the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 
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 11“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is 
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire.” 
 
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: (sung) Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be Seated 

316 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
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Sermon Text Isaiah 11:1–10 
1A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
 from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 
 the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
 the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 
3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
 or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
 with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
 with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5Righteousness will be his belt 
 and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

6The wolf will live with the lamb, 
 the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
 and a little child will lead them. 
7The cow will feed with the bear, 
 their young will lie down together, 
 and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
 and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9They will neither harm nor destroy 
 on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the 
nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. 

Sermon 
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Apostle's Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering 

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Almighty God, who always hears our prayers, we come to you as your 
believing children.  
C: We thank you that you have brought us into your family by giving us 
faith in you.  
  
M: Dear Savior, continue to build our faith by your Word.  
C: Bulldoze the mountains of sin in our lives.  
  



14 

M: Lead us to repent of all thoughts, words and actions that break your 
commands.  
C: Reassure us that all our sins are paid for by the blood of the Messiah.  
  
M: Give us the strength and directions to lead lives that glorify your name.  
C: Keep us focused on Jesus in this season of Advent.  
  
M: O Holy Spirit, fill us with hope, joy and peace.  
C: May our lives be lights in this world of ours.  
  
M: Give us opportunities to talk about the Savior as we live according to your will.  
C: Give us courage to tell our neighbors about the Savior.  
  
M: Cause us to seize the many opportunities to serve one another here at 
Messiah, knowing that by doing so we are serving you. Watch over those that are 
hurting in any way.  
C: Give them healing, peace and comfort.  
  
M: Remind them that you are always with them, making all things turn out for 
their spiritual good.  
C: Bless all people with your gifts and love.   
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer 
             
M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, as judge. In your mercy, we join in the prayer 
Jesus taught us. 

Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
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 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

927 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

Prayer 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sung) Amen. 

Blessing 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 
the Lord with gladness. 
  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
 
3rd CANDLE – (pink) THE SHEPHERD CANDLE or THE CANDLE OF JOY 

The shepherds received a message of joy! 

“…and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  And 
there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This 
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.’  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
to men on whom his favor rests.’  When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” ~ Luke 2:7-15 


