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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings 

joy to your heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or 

on the screens in front. Musical notes and other resources can be found in the 

blue hymnals and bibles available as you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

Parents, we encourage you to quietly explain the parts of the service and the 

actions of the pastor, ushers, etc. If your child grows restless, we invite you to 

step out of the worship area in to our cry room, near the restrooms. Remember 

that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond 

to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

To our members, the presence of children is a gift from God and a sign of a 

growing congregation. Greet parents of young children with a smile! 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and 

Sunday School, or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come 

again and worship with us very soon! 

  

 

COME, LORD JESUS! AS OUR MESSIAH 

Humanity wants a made-to-order Messiah. Even faithful Christians face the 

temptation of a made-to-order Messiah. We want a Messiah who dispenses 

blessings liberally, to ensure that our life is blessed, as we would like to define it. 

Jesus reminds us that “blessed” is a term that he defines. Blessed people respond 

to adverse circumstances with patient waiting and confidence that, at just the 

right time, their Messiah will fix all that is broken in their lives.  
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Service of Word & Sacrament Advent 2 

917 God Himself Is Present 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. John Miller, 1756–1790, alt.; tr. Frederick W. Foster, 1760–1835; Gerhard Tersteegen, 1697–1769, abr. 

Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650–1680 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: (sung) Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ. 
C: (sung) Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: (sung) Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep 
us in your tender care: 
C: (sung) Amen. 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 
C: (sung) O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love. 
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;  
 you make us pure and holy in your sight. 
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us;  
 you made your Father known;  
 you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your light; 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

First Lesson Isaiah 35 
1The desert and the parched land will be glad; 
 the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 
Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom; 
 it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 
 the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 
they will see the glory of the LORD, 
 the splendor of our God. 

3Strengthen the feeble hands, 
 steady the knees that give way; 
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4say to those with fearful hearts, 
 “Be strong, do not fear; 
your God will come, 
 he will come with vengeance; 
with divine retribution 
 he will come to save you.” 

5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
 and the mute tongue shout for joy. 
Water will gush forth in the wilderness 
 and streams in the desert. 
7The burning sand will become a pool, 
 the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 
In the haunts where jackals once lay, 
 grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 

8And a highway will be there; 
 it will be called the Way of Holiness; 
 it will be for those who walk on that Way. 
The unclean will not journey on it; 
 wicked fools will not go about on it. 
9No lion will be there, 
 nor any ravenous beast; 
 they will not be found there. 
But only the redeemed will walk there, 
 10and those the LORD has rescued will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
 and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

Psalm 146 

spoken 
 
Praise the LORD, O my soul.* 
 I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
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Do not put your trust in princes,* 
 in mortal men, who cannot save. 
  
Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God,* 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 
  
The LORD gives food to the hungry,* 
 the LORD sets prisoners free. 
  
The LORD gives sight to the blind,* 
 the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 
  
The LORD watches over the outcast* 
 and sustains the fatherless and the widow. 
  
The LORD remains faithful forever.* 
 He upholds the cause of the oppressed. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Text: © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 

Second Lesson James 5:7–11 

 7Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the 
farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the 
autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s 
coming is near. 9Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you 
will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 
 10Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11As you know, we count as 
blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and 
have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion 
and mercy. 
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Verse of the Day 

Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 
before you. Alleluia. 
 
C: (sung) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
These words are written that we may believe  
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

842 Jesus, Still Lead On 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–1897, alt.; Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700–1760, adapt. 

Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



9 

Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 

 2When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he 
sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we 
expect someone else?” 
 4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6Blessed 
is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” 
 7As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the 
wind? 8If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, 
those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9Then what did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about 
whom it is written: 

“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater 
than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 

Sermon 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
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        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Offering 

 
Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord God of Zion, who reigns from everlasting to everlasting, governing the 
lives of all generations. We praise You for providing all that we need for our 
bodies and souls.  
C: For earthly food and heavenly nourishment, we give You our thanks. 
  
M: As we prepare our hearts to celebrate Your first coming, cleanse us of 
selfishness and greed.  Help us to recognize and imitate Your totally selfless 
giving spirit.  
C: You gave all that You had so that we may live forever with You in total 
freedom.  
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M: Oh, that all our gifts and actions might be as selfless.  
C: May our lives be a blessing to others as You have been to us. 
  
M: Dear Holy Spirit, keep before us both Your Law and Your Gospel message. 
May we neither forget Your holy will and anger against sin, nor Your astounding 
love and forgiveness.  
C: Bring us again and again to the Source of our hope - Your Word. 
  
M: As we gather before Your altar, bless us with Your body and blood in Your 
sacred meal.  
C: Cleanse us of sin and strengthen our faith.  
M: Bind us together in a unified faith, that we might be witnesses of Your love.  
C: Help us to completely forgive others as You have completely forgiven 
us.  
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
M: Come Lord Jesus, as our Messiah, the promised Savior. In Jesus’ name we 
pray –  

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: (sung) And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: (sung) We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: (sung) It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to 
bring light to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. Now have 
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

C: (sung) Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of 
your glory. 
You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is theLord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 
 

Words of Institution 

 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
  
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 



13 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

C: (sung) O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 
us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 
peace.  
Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
 

Distribution 

God tells us in His Word that the Lord’s Supper offers the forgiveness of sins and 
is a celebration of unity of faith. We follow the historic Christian practice of close 
communion.  We ask that only members of Messiah or one of our sister 
congregations partake of the sacrament.   If you are not a member, please speak 
to our pastor before communing. 
 

661 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 
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Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; Latin, 7th cent., abr. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
C: (sung) Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has 
done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new 
and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
 

517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. 
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House. 
 
 
2nd CANDLE – (purple) THE BETHLEHEM CANDLE or THE CANDLE OF 
PREPARATION 
 
God kept his promise of a Savior who would be born in Bethlehem. Preparation 
means to “get ready”.  Help us to be ready to welcome you, O God! 
 

“As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:  ‘A voice of one 
calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 
him.  Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low.  The 
crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.  And all 
mankind will see God’s salvation.‘ ~ Luke 3:4-6 


