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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings 

joy to your heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or 

on the screens in front. Musical notes and other resources can be found in the 

blue hymnals and bibles available as you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

Parents, we encourage you to quietly explain the parts of the service and the 

actions of the pastor, ushers, etc. If your child grows restless, we invite you to 

step out of the worship area in to our cry room, near the restrooms. Remember 

that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond 

to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

To our members, the presence of children is a gift from God and a sign of a 

growing congregation. Greet parents of young children with a smile! 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and 

Sunday School, or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come 

again and worship with us very soon! 

  

COME, LORD JESUS! AS OUR KING 

Why would the Church Year begin with a gospel reading that describes an event 

near the very end of Jesus’ life—his entry into Jerusalem at the start of Holy 

Week? Because the events of Palm Sunday serve as a perfect summary of the 

entire plan of salvation.  

This is a King unlike any other ruler who has ever lived. For he is infinitely greater 

than all other kings, while simultaneously being infinitely humbler. This King is 

willing to trade his golden crown for one made of thorns. This King comes not 

demanding our service but to serve us. You look at how good, how loving is this 

King, and you ask that question upon which eternity hinges. “Who is this?” As we 

march through this new Church Year, the answer becomes crystal clear. This King 

is the Savior of the nations.  
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Morning Praise: New Service Settings Advent 1 

309 The Advent of Our King 

 

 
 
5 Before the dawning day 

    let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
the old self all be put away, 
    the new self now put on. 

 
6 All glory to the Son, 

    who comes to set us free, 
with Father, Spirit, ever one 
    through all eternity. 

Text: tr. John Chandler, 1806–1876, alt.; Charles Coffin, 1676–1749 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–1776 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Opening Responses 

L: O Lord, open my lips. 
C: (sung) And my mouth shall declare your praise 
  
L: Hasten to save me, O God. 
C: (sung) O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
  



4 

Confession 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
  
Silence for meditation. 

Absolution 

(The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his 
church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners” [The Small Catechism, 
First: What is the use of the keys?]. See John 20:21-23.) 
  
M:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 
God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word 
of Christ through his called servant: 
  

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (T) and of the 
Holy Spirit.  
  
C: Amen.  

Come, Oh Come, Let Us Sing To The Lord (Venite) 

L: Give glory to God, our light and our life.  
C: (sung) Come Oh Come Let Us Worship.  

Refrain 
Come Oh, come let us sing to the Lord,  
let us shout with joy to our saving Rock; 
come enter in with our songs of praise, 
come enter in with thanksgiving. 
  



5 

1. You are a great and a wondrous God, 
cupping in your hands all the depths of Earth. 
You made the hills and the mountains high.  
You made the sea and the dry land.  
  
Refrain 
  
2. Come let us worship and bowing down 
kneel before the one who has made us all. 
You are the God whom we call our own, 
we are the sheep that you shepherd.  
  
Refrain 
  

Prayer 

M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save 
us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 

Psalm 18 

  

 

 
  

Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
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The LORD is my rock, my fortress and by deliverer;* 
 my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. 
  
He reached down from on high and took hold of me;* 
 he rescued me from my powerful enemy. 
  
He brought me out into a spacious place;* 
 he rescued me because he delighted in me. 
 
  
Refrain 
  
You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning;* 
 my God turns my darkness into light. 
  
You save the humble* 
 but bring low those whose eyes are haughty. 
  
You give me your shield of victory,* 
 and your right hand sustains me. 
 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 

Second Lesson Philippians 4:4–7 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
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Seasonal Response 

Alleluia. Show us your unfailing love, LORD, and grant us your salvation. Alleluia. 
 

Gospel Matthew 21:1–11 

 1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, 
and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, 
and he will send them right away.” 
 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5“Say to Daughter Zion, 
 ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” 

 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7They brought the 
donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and 
those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 10When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who 
is this?” 
 11The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
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301 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
Text:  tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–1876, alt.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; Ambrose of Milan, 340–397, abr. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Text Isaiah 2:1–5 

 1This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 
 2In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
 as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, 
 and all nations will stream to it. 

 3Many peoples will come and say, 
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“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
 so that we may walk in his paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, 
 the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He will judge between the nations 
 and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
 and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
 nor will they train for war anymore. 

5Come, descendants of Jacob, 
 let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

“Come, Lord Jesus! As King” 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Offering 

Lord, Have Mercy 

  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Prayer 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries You repeated and affirmed Your 
promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through 
Your prophets of old, You continually directed the eyes of Your people to the 
advent of their Savior.  
C: We praise You, O Lord, for keeping Your promise and sending Your Son 
to destroy the works of the devil. 
  
M: Keep us awake and alert that we may always be found ready for the end time 
when He shall suddenly appear as the Judge of all.  
C: Help us to conduct ourselves as one who bears Your name.   
  
M: Bless our witness to His peace, which comes as Your gift to us.  
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C: Grant, O Lord, that our lips and lives be a reflection of hearts that are 
truly thankful for Your great mercy. 
  
M: May our Advent celebration be a reminder that we need always be ready and 
prepared for His coming again.  
C: Grant us faith to keep watch until that joy filled Day.  
  
M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see 
Your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.  
C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in Your grace, in Your power, and in Your glory. 
Amen.  
 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Prayer For Grace  

 
  

 

Blessing  
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313 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–1751, abr., alt. 
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
1st CANDLE – (purple) THE PROPHECY CANDLE or CANDLE OF HOPE 
 
We can have hope because God is faithful and will keep the promises made to 
us.  Our hope comes from God! 
 
“And again, Isaiah says, ‘The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to 
rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him.’  May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” ~ Romans 15:12-13 
 


