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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings 

joy to your heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or 

on the screens in front. Musical notes and other resources can be found in the 

blue hymnals available as you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and 

Sunday School, or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come 

again and worship with us very soon! 

  

TO THE PARENTS OF OUR YOUNG CHILDREN, MAY WE SUGGEST… 

Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 

house. All are welcome! 

Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s 

going on. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

Quietly explain the parts of the Service and actions of the pastor, ushers, choir, 

etc. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn liturgical behavior 

by copying you. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please 

come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” 

Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way 

they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they 

are at home in this house of worship. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH 

The presence of children is a gift to the Church and they are a reminder that our 

congregation is growing. 

Please welcome our children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 
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Service of Word & Sacrament Mission Festival 

743 I Hear the Savior Calling 

 

 

 

 
Text: John C. Lawrenz, b. 1943 

Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–1874 
Text: © 1993 John C. Lawrenz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 
  
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
  
C: Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: (sung) Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ. 
C: (sung) Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: (sung) Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep 
us in your tender care: 
C: (sung) Amen. 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 
C: (sung) O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love. 
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;  
 you make us pure and holy in your sight. 
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us;  
 you made your Father known;  
 you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 
 
M: Merciful Father, your kindness caused the light of the gospel to shine among 
us. Use us now as instruments of your love to reach out with the message of 
salvation to all people. Bless those who labor in the mission fields far off and 
near, and grant success to their witness that many may be freed from sin; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 60:1–6 

1“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 
2See, darkness covers the earth 
 and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the LORD rises upon you 
 and his glory appears over you. 
3Nations will come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
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4“Lift up your eyes and look about you: 
 All assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, 
 and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5Then you will look and be radiant, 
 your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
 to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6Herds of camels will cover your land, 
 young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba will come, 
 bearing gold and incense 
 and proclaiming the praise of the LORD. 

Psalm 33 
The congregation speaks the verses together 

Sing joyfully to the LORD, you / righteous;* 
 it is fitting for the upright to / praise him. 
  
For the Word of the LORD is / right and true;* 
 he is faithful in / all he does. 
  
By the word of the LORD were the / heavens made,* 
 their starry host by the breath / of his mouth. 
  
For he spoke, and it / came to be;* 
 he commanded, and / it stood firm. 
  
The LORD foils the plans of the / nations;* 
 he thwarts the purposes of the / peoples. 
  
But the plans of the LORD stand firm for- / ever,* 
 the purposes of his heart through all gener- / ations. 
  
The LORD loves righteousness and / justice;* 
 the earth is full of his un- / failing love. 
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Glory be to the Father and / to the Son* 
 and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. / Amen. 

Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 

SECOND LESSON Romans 15:23–33 

 23But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and 
since I have been longing for many years to visit you, 24I plan to do so when I go 
to Spain. I hope to see you while passing through and to have you assist me on 
my journey there, after I have enjoyed your company for a while. 25Now, 
however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s people there. 
26For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor 
among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem. 27They were pleased to do it, and indeed 
they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spiritual 
blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings. 
28So after I have completed this task and have made sure that they have 
received this contribution, I will go to Spain and visit you on the way. 29I know that 
when I come to you, I will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ. 
 30I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of 
the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. 31Pray that I may 
be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea and that the contribution I take to 
Jerusalem may be favorably received by the Lord’s people there, 32so that I may 
come to you with joy, by God’s will, and in your company be refreshed. 33The 
God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia. How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Alleluia. 
 
C: (sung) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
These words are written that we may believe  
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Stand 



8 

Gospel Matthew 28:18–20 

 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
Be Seated 

 

901 O Christians, Haste 
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Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834–1923, abr., alt. 
Tune: Bruce R. Backer, b. 1929 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1993 Bruce R. Backer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

Sermon Ephesians 2:8–9 

 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 

“That Bus Will Not Get You There” 

 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
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    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

OFFERING 

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
  
M: Eternal God and Father, we thank you for the blessings we share as members 
of your holy Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to 
worship and to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be 
served, and for fellowship with believers in our congregation and our synod. 
C: Help us rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and use them faithfully. 
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M: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us 
to be your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble 
mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of 
the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, Lord 
Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you. 
C: Awaken us to opportunities to proclaim your message of love. 
  
M: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the 
wisdom and power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak 
the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct 
ourselves with gentleness and respect. 
C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ. 
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, a neighbor, or a friend who 
does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
M: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word 
in places where we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care and 
let nothing hinder their work. By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each 
day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve us and others. 
C: Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous 
offerings. 
  
M: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your 
kingdom come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the 
assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise forever. 
C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRYAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: (sung) And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: (sung) We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: (sung) It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he 
empowered his Church to be witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth. Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

C: (sung) Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of 
your glory. 
You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
  
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

C: (sung) O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 
us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 
peace.  
Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

 
 

Distribution 

God tells us in His Word that the Lord’s Supper offers the forgiveness of sins and 
is a celebration of unity of faith. We follow the historic Christian practice of close 
communion.  We ask that only members of Messiah or one of our sister 
congregations partake of the sacrament.   If you are not a member, please speak 
to our pastor before communing. 
 



14 

660 Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

    the feast, though not the love, is past and gone. 
The bread and wine remove, but you are here, 
    nearer than ever, still my shield and sun. 
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6 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
    yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 
giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
    the Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, abr., alt. 
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

THANK THE LORD 

C: (sung) Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has 
done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new 
and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 
C: (sung) Amen 
Be Seated 
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746 I Love to Tell the Story 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 2): Katherine Hankey, 1834–1911, verses, abr., alt.; (Ref): William G. Fischer, 1835–1912, refrain 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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