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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings 

joy to your heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or 

on the screens in front. Musical notes and other resources can be found in the 

blue hymnals available as you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and 

Sunday School, or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come 

again and worship with us very soon! 

  

TO THE PARENTS OF OUR YOUNG CHILDREN, MAY WE SUGGEST… 

Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 

house. All are welcome! 

Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s 

going on. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

Quietly explain the parts of the Service and actions of the pastor, ushers, choir, 

etc. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn liturgical behavior 

by copying you. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please 

come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” 

Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way 

they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they 

are at home in this house of worship. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH 

The presence of children is a gift to the Church and they are a reminder that our 

congregation is growing. 

Please welcome our children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 
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Service of the Word The Last Day 

876 Fight the Good Fight 

 

 

 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–1875, alt. 
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, New York, 1821 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
  
C: And also with you. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 
  
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
  
C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
C: (sung) Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 
Your faithfulness continues forever. 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy 
Spirit that we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and the 
day of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and 
present us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
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First Lesson Malachi 4 

 1“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every 
evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the 
LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2But for you who 
revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And 
you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. 3Then you will trample on the 
wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,” 
says the LORD Almighty. 
 4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at 
Horeb for all Israel. 
 5“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of 
the LORD comes. 6He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the 
hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with 
total destruction.” 

Psalm 90 

  

 

 

 
  

Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 
 
Lord, you have been our / dwelling place* 
 throughout all generations. 
  
Before the mountains were born 
 or you brought forth the earth / and the world,* 
 from everlasting to everlasting / you are God. 
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For a thousand years in your sight are like a day  
 that has / just gone by,* 
 or like a watch / in the night. 
  
Refrain 
  
You have set our iniquities be- / fore you,* 
 our secret sins in the light of your / presence. 
  
You turn mortals / back to dust.* 
 You sweep them away in the / sleep of death. 
  
The length of our days is seventy years— 
 or eighty, if we / have the strength;* 
 yet their span is but trouble and / sorrow. 
  
Teach us to number our / days aright,* 
 that we may gain a heart of / wisdom. 
  
Refrain 
  
Satisfy us in the morning with your un- / failing love,* 
 that we may sing for joy and be glad / all our days. 
 
  
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son* 
 and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. / Amen. 
 
  
Refrain 

Text: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your 
victor’s crown. Alleluia. 
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C: (sung) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Stand 

Gospel Luke 21:5–19 

 5Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with 
beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6“As for what 
you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; 
every one of them will be thrown down.” 
 7“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the 
sign that they are about to take place?” 
 8He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my 
name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9When you 
hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, 
but the end will not come right away.” 
 10Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. 11There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various 
places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 
 12“But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you 
over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings 
and governors, and all on account of my name. 13And so you will bear testimony 
to me. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend 
yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries 
will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, 
brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 
17Everyone will hate you because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 
19Stand firm, and you will win life. 
 
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: (sung) Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be Seated 



8 

488 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 

 

 

 

 
 
5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    and for my sin was smitten; 
within the Book of Life I know 
    my name has now been written. 
I will not doubt, for I am free, 
and Satan cannot threaten me; 
    there is no condemnation! 
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6 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    but hasten our salvation; 
we often tremble on our way 
    in fear and tribulation. 
Your saints are waiting patiently; 
come soon, Redeemer, make us free 
    from ev’ry evil. Amen. 

Text: tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832–1919, alt.; Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–1599, abr. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1535, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Lesson 2 Thessalonians 1:5–10 

 5All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6God is just: 
He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7and give relief to you who are 
troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8He will punish those who do 
not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9They will be 
punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of his might 10on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy 
people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes 
you, because you believed our testimony to you. 

Sermon 

Stand 

Apostle's Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
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    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M:  Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices. 
C:   Let your ears be attentive to our cries for mercy. 
  
M:   Heavenly Father, we confess with sorrow that we have sinned and deserve 

only your anger and punishment. 
C:   If you kept a record of our sins, we would surely be lost. 
  
M:  We confess with joy that your unfailing love has redeemed us. 
C:   Our hope is in you and in your full redemption. 
  
M:   Around us we see the birth pangs of the last days: war, famine, earthquakes, 

false prophets, spiritual apathy. 
C:   Use these signs to remind us that we do not know the day or hour  

when Christ will come again. 
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M:   Keep us faithful to your Word; send your Spirit to strengthen our faith so that 
we are always prepared for your Son’s return as judge. 

C:   Make us faithful in sharing your Word, and cause many more to put 
their hope in you before the end comes. 

  
M:  Build our fellowship of love as brothers and sisters in faith. 
C:  Help us support one another when trials and troubles come our way. 
  
M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
M:  Heavenly Father, we eagerly wait for Jesus to come again and make all 

things new. May he find us, whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of 
life, faithfully enduring to the end, through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

C:   Come, Lord Jesus. May your grace be with us. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

Be Seated 
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584 Jesus Loves Me 

1 Jesus loves me! This I know, 
for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. (Refrain) 

 
Ref Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 

 
2 Jesus loves me! He who died 

heaven’s gates to open wide. 
He will wash away my sin, 
let his little child come in. (Refrain) 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, abr. 

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Prayer 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sung) Amen. 

Blessing 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 
the Lord with gladness. 
  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 


