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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you have joined us and we pray that your time with us brings 

joy to your heart and soul. The service is printed for you in this worship folder or 

on the screens in front. Musical notes and other resources can be found in the 

blue hymnals available as you enter the worship area. 

We invite you to connect with us by signing our online guestbook available at 

messiahgb.org. 

Our restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you leave the worship area. 

If you have any questions regarding our worship services, Bible classes and 

Sunday School, or Connect Groups, please speak with our pastor. Please come 

again and worship with us very soon! 

  

TO THE PARENTS OF OUR YOUNG CHILDREN, MAY WE SUGGEST… 

Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 

house. All are welcome! 

Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s 

going on. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

Quietly explain the parts of the Service and actions of the pastor, ushers, choir, 

etc. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn liturgical behavior 

by copying you. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please 

come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” 

Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way 

they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they 

are at home in this house of worship. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH 

The presence of children is a gift to the Church and they are a reminder that our 

congregation is growing. 

Please welcome our children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 
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Service of the Word Reformation 

855 The Church’s One Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, abr., alt. 
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
  
C: And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 
  
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
  
C: Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all 
temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the church 
your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
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First Lesson Jeremiah 31:31–34 
31“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
 “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel 
 and with the people of Judah. 
32It will not be like the covenant 
 I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
 to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
 though I was a husband to them,” 
declares the LORD. 
33“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 
 after that time,” declares the LORD. 
“I will put my law in their minds 
 and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
 and they will be my people. 
34No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
 or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ 
because they will all know me, 
 from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the LORD. 
“For I will forgive their wickedness 
 and will remember their sins no more.” 
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Psalm 46 

  

 

 
  

Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 
 
Refrain 
  
God is our ref- / uge and strength,* 
 an ever-present help in / trouble. 
  
Therefore we will not fear, though the / earth give way* 
 and the mountains fall into the heart / of the sea, 
  
though its waters / roar and foam* 
 and the mountains quake with their / surging. 
  
Refrain 
  
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,* 
 the holy place where the Most / High dwells. 
  
God is within her, she / will not fall;* 
 God will help her at / break of day. 
  
“Be still, and know that / I am God;* 
 I will be exalted among the nations, 
 I will be exalted / in the earth.” 
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Glory be to the Father and / to the Son* 
 and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the beg- / inning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. / Amen. 
 
  
Refrain 

Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 

Second Lesson Galatians 5:1–6 

 1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
 2Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, 
Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3Again I declare to every man who lets 
himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4You who are 
trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen 
away from grace. 5For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the 
righteousness for which we hope. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself 
through love. 
 
 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia. If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free. Alleluia. 
 
 
C: (sung) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Hymn of the Day 
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Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Gospel John 8:31–36 

 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 
you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.” 
 33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been 
slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
 34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35Now 
a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 
36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

Sermon 

“The Truth Will Set You Free” 

 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
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        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

Offering 

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord, our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and praise you for your 
ongoing work of reformation in your Church.   
C: Lord, to you alone be glory.   
  
M: By your grace You sent your Spirit to call us to repentance. 
C: Yur powerful Gospel has rescued us from rebellion and filled us with 
faith.   
  
M: By Your grace we are trustees of the inspired Scriptures. 
C: Through them you proclaim your saving truth to every generation. 
  
M: By the Scriptures you overthrew the darkness of those who perverted your 
teachings and restored to us the message of salvation by grace alone. 
C: To you alone be the glory and honor of all time. 
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M: In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock. 
C: We are like sheep living among fierce wolves.   
  
M: Satan stalks us like a roaring lion. Defend us from false teachers who twist 
your Word to satisfy the latest longing.  
C: For wisdom and watchfulness, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
  
M: Give us zeal and joy as we dig into your Word.  
C: Open our eyes to see and our hearts to believe your truths.   
  
M: May we be blessings to those we know, gently and winsomely telling them the 
Gospel message.   
C: Bring all people to a correct understanding of your will. 
  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 
  
M: As your family, we join in the prayer You taught us - 

Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
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527 I Will Sing of My Redeemer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–1876, abr. 
Tune: James McGranahan, 1840–1907 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Prayer 

 
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C: (sung) Amen. 
 

Blessing 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 
the Lord with gladness. 
  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
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