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DCF:
This past Wednesday in our Lenten service we saw the difference between pride and humility. Jesus

used the parable of a Pharisee and a tax collector to show us we have nothing to brag about before God.
Jesus made the very clear point that bragging about yourself is based on a fantasy. The fantasy that we have
anything to offer to our Lord. We are all, as our old Lutheran liturgy says in the confession of sins “a poor
miserable sinner.” We have nothing to brag about before our Lord.

But is bragging always wrong? If you read the sermon theme before I started talking, you know what
the answer is. No. It all depends on who or what you’re bragging, or rejoicing about. Today, let’s focus on
what Jesus gives us and how God did it. And then, “GO AHEAD. BRAG ABOUT IT!”  You’re not bragging
about yourself. You’re bragging about Jesus, the Savior of the world.

So, come with me to the book of Romans, and see what the Holy Spirit reveals to us through the
words of Paul.

Part One: What Jesus gives us

One of the greatest gifts that our Savior gives to us is the gift of peace. I’m not talking about that warm,
fuzzy feeling in our heart that everything’s going to be ok. Oh, that’s part of it. But that internal emotion of
peace comes from the external peace that exists between us and our Lord. Peace is the state of our
relationship with God. Everything’s ok between us and God. That’s gift number one.

Gift number two? We are standing in God’s grace. Jesus has ushered us into the presence of God. 
Listen again to Paul: “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,  through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in
which we now stand.” The Holy Spirit gives us faith. Our faith gives us peace and places us in grace. 

What does this mean “standing in grace”? It means that our sins are covered and paid for at all times.
Even as we are sinning, God’s forgiveness is there, constantly and consistently washing us clean in God’s
eyes. Some have described our status as living under the umbrella of God’s grace. The rain of God’s anger
against sin doesn’t contact us at all. Jesus has paid for our sins and ushered us into God’s grace. 

What a blessing this is! It puts us at peace, even though we know we daily sin much. We don’t worry
that one final sin before we die can damn us. That’s a real temptation to worry and doubt. Years ago I talked
to a dedicated believer who was worried that he might die with an unforgiven sin. “What if I  die in an accident
before I can ask for forgiveness for the last sin I committed? And what if I don’t even know I was sinning? How
can I be forgiven if I don’t know what to repent of? Will I go to hell?”  The answer is no. You see, believers
stand in God’s grace.  All our sins are paid for at all times. You see, we don’t ask for forgiveness and then
receive it. We have forgiveness constantly. We are standing in God’s grace. 

That’s two gifts from Jesus. And now gift number three. “And we rejoice in the hope of the glory
of God.”  We will receive what Jesus won for us. That hope is a certain, concrete hope. We know we will be
with Him forever in heaven. We know He will be with us always. We can rejoice, we can boast, in our future.
Not just our future in heaven, but our future here on earth as well. 

Now, we may not think boasting is a virtue. Many of us have been raised to think that tooting our own
horn is a bad thing. Oh, this world encourages us to brag about ourselves, to let others know how valuable,
how special we are. After all, how are you going to get ahead if you don’t let others know how wonderful you
are? We’ve been raised to value humility over pride, and rightfully so. Our old Lutheran liturgy has the words
“a poor miserable sinner” right there in the confession of sins. We don’t want to brag, do we?

Well, let’s make a distinction. We don’t brag about ourselves. We can brag about Jesus and what He
has done. That’s something that Paul encourages in today’s lesson and it is truly pleasing to our Lord. When
we brag about Jesus, we’re giving Him the credit that He richly deserves. We’ve bragged about what others
have done in our lives, haven’t we? If mom made you a dress that you wore to the prom and others admired
it, you bragged that your mom did it! If your dad landscaped your house and your neighbor admired the job,
you bragged about your dad and his talents and effort. In the same way we can brag about our Lord. We can



rejoice in His work, and let others hear how much we appreciate what He has done in our lives. 
Go ahead. Brag about what Jesus has given you. Yes, even when we suffer we can brag, we can

rejoice. That’s hard, isn’t it? When our career seems stalled. When we can’t find a good job. When we are
fighting with our spouse or going through a rocky time with our children. When a loved one is dying or a
disease just keeps hanging on. We are to rejoice even then? We can. Listen again to Paul. “Not only so,
but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  4

perseverance, character; and character, hope.  5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”  God’s love, His
strength, His encouragement, His reminder of His gifts, grows us in our faith. 

All these blessings!  How is it possible?  Only because God is God.

Part Two: How God did it

There’s a phrase that explains it all, and it’s used twice in these verses. “Since we have been
justified”. God justifies us. He declares us “not guilty”. Being justified by God means that God looks at us
“just as if I’d” never sinned. He placed all our sins on Jesus’ shoulders on the cross and had Him pay the
penalty for them. He also credits Jesus’ perfect life to us and now, in God’s eyes, we are perfect. Not
because of anything we have done or didn’t do, but because Jesus did it all.

Wow! What a reversal in how God now sees us. We know that we are sinful. We were born that way
and are still that way. We get jealous of another person’s success or belongings. We have a short fuse at
times with our family and friends. We are sometimes selfish with our time and money. We want credit when
our team at work does a good job. Our sinful pride often tells us we deserve more. More praise, more
money, more freedom from the demands of life and from God’s law. God tells us the truth about our sinful
nature when He says “The sinful nature is hostile to God.” 

And yet.  “For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!”  We have
been reconciled. We have been justified. All because God chose to do this. All because He chose to bless
us with the gifts of forgiveness, peace, grace and paradise. Jesus did it all for us.

So go ahead! Brag about it!  “We also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.” We can declare His glorious gifts to us. We can praise His
name. We can do this in our conversations with others. When God blesses us with anything in our lives, we
can say to our neighbors “Thank God for this.” When we talk about our faith and the blessings of forgiveness,
we can say “Thank God for forgiveness and heaven.” When we have a pleasant conversation with a neighbor
or friend, we can say “Thank God for a friend like you.” When we resist and avoid sin, we can say “Thank God
for keeping me from sinning.” 

And those times will come. How often haven’t you thought, when someone else was caught in a sin
“There but for the grace of God go I”? God will give us opportunities to praise Him. God will give us the
opportunity to brag about Him and His gifts. When that happens, go ahead. Brag about Him!  He deserves
the credit, the glory, the love that we ought to show Him.

It’s not a virtue to brag about yourself. Talking yourself up shows the world that you’re self-centered
and think of yourself more highly than is factual. But when it comes to Jesus and what He has done and
continues to do in our lives, go ahead. “GO AHEAD. BRAG ABOUT IT!” What He has done in your life He
wants to do in many others. And how are they going to hear about Jesus’ work unless you brag about it?

AMEN


