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Have you seen car prices lately? Ever since the chip shortage, prices have skyrocketed for used

cars. I’m not even going to mention new car prices. A few days ago I was talking to a mom who was
shopping for a car for her son. He had just gotten an internship and needed a car to get to work. She had
spent $3,000 on an older Buick for her older daughter two years ago and was looking for something
similar for her son. She found the same model, same year, similar mileage. But the price was now
$5,500. And she wondered if it was worth it. 

How often don’t we ask ourselves the same question? Almost every day! Is it worth it to get out
of bed and go to work? Is it worth it to work on our marriage? Is it worth it to go on vacation? Is it worth
it?

Have you ever asked yourself that question when it comes to your faith? So many people in this
world don’t believe in Jesus and by all outward standards seem to be doing ok. The Holy Spirit has given
you faith in Jesus through your baptism or by hearing the Word. Is it valuable? Is it useful? Is it worth it
for this life and eternity? 

Well, come with me today to the Word of God and see what He has to say through the apostle
Paul.

Part One: For this life

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians deals with several challenges to the congregation. Most of them
dealt with outside influences and attacks on their faith. This section of his letter is no different. The
congregation was located in Corinth, a Greek city. And being in Greece, the Greek culture permeated
everything. Now, some of the Greek culture was ok, but not all. Especially when it came to spiritual
things.

Greek culture believed in its most simplistic form that your spirit was good, your body bad. They
believed that all the bad things in life - bad thoughts and bad actions - came from your body. So why
would you want to carry around your body in eternity? All bad things come from your flesh.

I think you can see how this would threaten the faith of those early believers. They believed that
Jesus rose body and soul from the dead, and good for Him. But they were starting to blend Greek beliefs
with Christ’s teaching. Influenced by the Greek belief that bodies were bad, they were drifting into the
idea that they would rise again spiritually, but not bodily. And of course, this is totally contrary to what
God had always said about the resurrection from the dead.

Throughout Scripture, God had always said the resurrection from the dead was something for the
body and the soul. Starting with Job in the Old Testament, God had always spoken about a physical
resurrection. King David spoke about it. Jesus Himself talked about it, especially in Matthew 25. The
physical resurrection was a key teaching of our Lord.

Jesus’ resurrection is the obvious proof, isn’t it? He said “Because I live, you too will live.”
(John 14:19) He talks about a banquet feast in heaven, which we will enjoy physically. He talks about
raising the dead on the Last Day, visible to all. He points to His own physical resurrection as proof that
we too will rise physically on the Last Day. Our faith intimately connects us to Christ. His perfect life
becomes ours because of our faith. His resurrection will become ours because of our faith. What goes
for Christ also goes for us. 

And if we don’t believe in the resurrection? Disaster! Listen again to Paul 16 “For if the dead are
not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith
is futile; you are still in your sins.  18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.” 

But then Paul goes on “ 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more
than all men. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep.”

By the grace of God the Holy Spirit has given us a faith that believes Jesus has been raised from
the dead and we will be raised physically as well. Jesus’ resurrection was witnessed by scores of
believers. Scriptures speak of His resurrection as the fact that it is. And we too will rise from the dead.



Is our faith in Jesus worth it? Of course! We have the gift of eternal life.
And that faith is worth it right now, in this life. How often hasn’t our faith given us comfort, peace

and strength as we’ve faced the pain of living in this world? Knowing we will rise again gives us the
strength to endure the physical pain of surgery, of disease and disabilities. Our faith gives us comfort as
we endure broken relationships, mental exhaustion from overwork and the emotional pain of loneliness.
How many moms, how many dads, how many retirees have been comforted knowing that life with Christ
will be much, much better than things right now? And how many believers are comforted and gain
strength from knowing that God will always love them, that the struggles they are going through right now
are growing them in their faith? When God, by His grace and power brings us through our difficulties,
that’s a display of His grace. Our victories over sin’s effects in our lives are trophies that give glory to our
Lord. Truly, Christians are trophies, displays of His power and love. Is our faith worth it for this life? The
answer is a resounding yes!

But faith is not only worth it for this life. It’s worth it for eternity.

Part Two: For eternity

One thing that our faith cements into our brains is the fact that our personal existence is eternal.
It’s not just for this life. We have time stretching out before us forever. We will be  aware of what is going
on in heaven. Our personalities will still exist, but in perfection. We’ll have the same bodies we have here
on earth, but perfect, without any flaw whatsoever. We will be perfect individuals, praising God and living
in perfect peace and harmony with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Comforting, yes? Yes, since so many other ideas are floating around in this world of ours. Some
religions teach that when we die, our spirits are joined in some great cosmic all, losing our individuality
and just floating peacefully. Other religions teach that we simply cease to exist at death. This world is all
we have. No heaven. No hell. Just nothing. Others teach that we’ll still work hard and struggle to become
better people. 

What a comfort to know, to believe, to have faith in Jesus! In heaven we, being perfect individuals,
will know others and they will know us. We’ll be able to speak with Abraham or David. We can ask
questions of Peter or John. We’ll be able to sit down with Jesus and hear Him speak to us. We’ll have
time to praise our Lord before His throne. 

We know eternity will be perfect. We know eternity will be completely filled with joy. We know
heaven will be so wonderful that we don’t have the words or concepts to fully explain just how great it
will be. Is our faith worth it? Looking at eternity, looking at the gift of heaven the answer is a most definite
yes.

Which brings us back to earth, or this life. Knowing what lies ahead, our faith moves us to grow
even more in our faith. As the Holy Spirit reveals more and more to us about heaven, He also motivates
us to grow in our faith. So dig in to God’s Word. Feed your faith. For the more time you spend in the
Word, the more you get out of the Word. 

But where to start? Wherever the Holy Spirit moves you to start. If you want to start at the
beginning of time, read the first book of the Bible Genesis. If you want to start at the beginning of Jesus’
life on earth, read the book of Luke. If you want to focus on Judgement Day, start at Matthew 24. If you
want to focus on living a Christian life, read the book of James. And if you want to really dig into God’s
teachings about sin and grace, start in the book of Romans.

And as you read the Word, the Holy Spirit is going to give you something you can’t get anywhere
else. He’s going to give you true peace and comfort. He’s going to lift up your spirit and bring a smile to
your heart. He’s going to show you love like you’ve never known before. He’s going to give you true
security, knowing you are a child of God. 

Is it worth it? We ask ourselves that question quite often. Is this car of shirt worth buying? Is it
worth it to change jobs? Is it worth it to exercise or eat right? Is it worth it? But that’s a question we need
never ask when it comes to our faith. God makes it very, very clear that “IT’S WORTH IT.” It’s worth it
for this life. It’s worth it for eternity.

AMEN


