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“The Crown of Glory” Pentecost 7 

 1 Peter 5:1-4 

 July 24, 2022 

May the Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved 

us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 

encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 

word. Amen. (2 Thess 2:16-17) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Kingdom Work 

Kingdom Workers 

 

Did you hear the way Jesus described it in the gospel 

lesson? We talked about it a little bit last week when we think 

about the believer following Christ, but he said, “The Harvest is 

plentiful, and the workers are few.” What exactly is Jesus 

talking about?  

I don't know about you but I enjoy looking at the fields and 

seeing all of the vegetables and plants and crops growing. 

However High, the corn is right now and the beans thing else that 

we see the farmers planting in my own garden. I wish there were a 

few less weeds. Then there were plants thriving but sometimes you 

need to tend to it just a little bit more. When you think about Jesus 

saying the Harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. What is 

Jesus talking about in a spiritual sense? We get the picture of the 

harvesters and the crop. Jesus is spiritually speaking and talking 

about our faith. And the work needed to tend to it. That's really at 

the heart of our lesson today from First Peter chapter 5, as we think 

about Kingdom workers and Kingdom work. And when we think 

about who it is and what it is, I want us to especially think about 

the why it's so important for us to tend to those crops. The Crown 

of Glory that Peter says, we will receive when the chief 

Shepherd appears.  

Now what exactly is that Kingdom work? And who are 

those Kingdom workers? It really breaks down to this, when you 

think about this lesson from First Peter chapter 5. Imagine Peter, 

one of the disciples, one of the Apostles of Jesus being sent out to 

go and Proclaim that good news. At the beginning of chapter 9, 
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Jesus had sent out the twelve and in the gospel of Luke in chapter 

10, he sent out the 72. Jesus sent them out to do all important 

kingdom work.  

How important is your faith? How important is the faith of 

your children? How important is the faith of all of your family and 

friends that you want to see in heaven with you someday? I 

imagine that's why you're here, right? We come to church because 

we want to be built up in our faith. We read our Bibles at home 

because we want Jesus to send the Holy Spirit to speak into our 

hearts and strengthen that faith in us…the faith that was started in 

our baptism, continues to grow strong in our faith, that our 

confirmation and grows strong yet to this very day. Every time we 

hear God's word preached to us…every time we get the 

opportunity to read it on our own…every time we have the 

opportunity to hear the very words of Jesus himself. That's why 

Jesus sent out the 72 and said, simply go and proclaim the very 

words of God, not something that man made up. Not something 

that was cleverly invented as Peter said a couple chapters earlier, 

but the very words of God that were inspired and given to Peter 

himself. Given to the apostles written down on the pages of 

scripture so that you and I would have it today. So that you can 

grow in your faith. Isn't that what kingdom work is all about?  

When we think about Kingdom work, we also think about 

those Kingdom workers. We think about pastors, we think about 

teachers, we think about all of those who may have shared the 

word of God With Us – Sunday school teachers, leaders in our 

congregation, elders and on and on that list goes.  

Paul said in Ephesians 4 – It was he, namely Jesus, who 

gave some to be apostles, who gave some to be prophets, who 

gave some to be evangelists and pastors and teachers, to 

prepare God's people for works of service so that the body of 

Christ might be built up. In this all-important kingdom work, 

there are shepherds and there are sheep. That's really what the 

Apostle Peter is getting at. When he says, right in the very first 

verse of our lesson – To the elders among you, I appeal as a 

fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who also 

will share in the glory to be revealed… 
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I think about the Shepherds that God continues to provide 

his people. I have to be quite honest with you, this is probably the 

hardest part of my sermon when it comes to me talking about 

myself. For all intents and purposes, I have to admit, I don't really 

deserve to be here. Because I recognize that I'm a sheep that needs 

a shepherd as well. 

When Jesus gives that picture and describes Shepherd and 

sheep. He's talking about God’s people the sheep who need to hear 

that very word of God. In order for me to be a shepherd, I think 

about needing to be a sheep at the same time. Because being a 

Shepherd is that matter of being or a state of something. The 

Shepherd shares God’s Word with the sheep. And the source is 

Jesus, the Chief Shepherd.  

Peter could speak from experience when Jesus sent out the 

twelve. And when he sent out the 72, he knew that there were 

going to be difficulties. If you picked up our in our gospel lesson, 

how did he describe it? He said, I'm sending you out like sheep 

among wolves. If you've been out in the wild and you've 

encountered a wolf, you know that they are ferocious animals. 

When you think about that picture of sheep amongst 

wolves, you think of yourself as one who has wolves all around 

you. Our own sinful nature threatens to destroy and take us away 

in our faith away from Jesus. There's the devil as Peter goes on to 

describe him just three verses after our lesson, saying he's like a 

roaring lion looking for someone to devour. That someone is 

you, and that someone is me.  

When you think about the way that Peter describes, it, he 

could talk from experience when he said the thing in the reason of 

why we do this Kingdom work, and why we have Kingdom 

workers. He talks about Glory twice at the beginning and end of 

our lesson. And that's the theme that we want to think about here 

today. The why we do it That Crown of Glory, that will be 

revealed. It's a Victor's Crown.  

If you think about any type of competition you've ever 

competed in, whether it be in a sporting competition, whether 

playing a musical instrument to win a prize or to win a trophy, it's 

a reward that you receive. For that faithfulness for that diligence 
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and whatever hard work you’ve done. And when Peter talks about 

that Crown of Glory, that would be received, I want you to picture 

this. Heaven. That Crown of Glory that ultimately will be revealed 

when the chief Shepherd will return to take us home to heaven, to 

be with him. It’s not something we’ve worked for. It’s something 

the Chief Shepherd won for us – the Crown of Glory – through his 

own suffering and dying and Resurrection. That Chief Shepherd, 

who loved us so much that he laid down his life for the Sheep.  

Do you know how Peter had to feel even as he wrote these 

words? He had said and I say again – I appeal to you as a fellow 

Elder a witness of Christ suffering and one who will also share 

in the glory to be revealed.  

He knew that he would share in that Glory, but, oh, how 

Peter must have felt. Perhaps the guilt and shame that weighed 

heavy on him when he looked back at his life and understood what 

he did to Jesus. Maybe he didn’t go to the mountaintop experience 

of getting to witness in the glory of Jesus at his Transfiguration. He 

wanted to go back and stew over his sins. And think about the time 

that he disowned Jesus, And said to anyone who would listen, I 

don't know the man.  

Sometimes that's you and I too. And sometimes we need a 

Shepherd to remind us. To not sit and stew in our own sins and 

think of our guilt and shame. But think more and point us towards 

the chief Shepherd and what he’s won for us – the Crown of Glory. 

Jesus said –  
4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

crown of glory that will never fade away. 

To me, your shepherd, he says, do this work –  
2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 

serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you 

are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but 

eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but 

being examples to the flock. 

I take this encouragement very seriously. The pastor shares 

these words of this is what the office of a pastor, at an ordination 

or installation, of which I have attended two in the last three 
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weeks. This is what a Shepherd does. Shepherd's God's flock. But 

Shepherds also remember to that their sheep and need a shepherd.  

The Chief Shepherd will appear to share in that Crown of 

Glory. Can you see and can you picture that Crown of Glory that 

waits for you? Is much as you can see, and you can Envision it and 

you can Rejoice over it. I want you to think about the time of grace 

that God has blessed you with here on earth. And who else you 

might want to share that Crown of Glory with? Because one day 

we won't be able to share anymore.  

Let's pray – Dear Lord, Jesus, we thank you for being our 

chief Shepherd who laid down his life for us your sheep. We ask 

that you continue to bless us in our support of Kingdom work, to 

support the gospel ministry here at Messiah and throughout the 

world. You continue to bless us in different ways and means to be 

able to do that. We offer our prayers and support and 

encouragement to called workers, to pastors and teachers who 

share the gospel with us. Continue to bless us and help us during 

those times in our lives when we are under attack, when wolves 

threaten to overtake us. We know that you are Shepherd and that 

you continue to be the one who watches over us. We ask all this in 

Jesus name. Amen.  

 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness 

of Christ’s sufferings and one who also will share in the glory 

to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your 

care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because 

you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, 

but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, 

but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief 

Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will 

never fade away. 

 


