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"The Certain Hope of Easter" Easter Sunday 

1)  1 Corinthians 15.19-26 

2)  April 4, 2021 

This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. (Ps 118:24) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The family took a trip out west and they found themselves 

in the middle of nowhere Wyoming. They reached a small town 

with a gas station, but figured they had enough gas to make it 

another 70 miles to the bigger city and their destination. 50 miles 

down the road, the low fuel light came on. Only 20 miles left to go, 

they can do it. They might be running on fumes when they arrive, 

but they can make it. 

Empty. That’s how the new parents felt after a long night 

awake with their child who was just a little bit colic-y and 

wouldn’t go to sleep. 

Empty. That’s how she felt when her husband betrayed her 

trust and, in turn, ruined their marriage. 

Empty. That’s how the now widow felt as she stood by the 

graveside of her husband of 57 years knowing that she would see 

him in the flesh no more. 

Emptiness. We’ve all felt it to varying degrees. Life’s 

events and circumstances dictate those feelings of emptiness and 

emotions of fear and doubt. We've all felt emptiness and we've all 

felt hopelessness and we've all felt uncertainty. If not any other 

time that we've had a shared experience and what we've gone 

through over this past year – the uncertainty and that feeling of 

emptiness wondering is everything going to be okay?  

How is this whole pandemic going to turn out when will 

life start going back to normal? Will I find a job will our country 

heal? 

In the midst of all the uncertainty in the midst of 

hopelessness in the midst of Despair in the midst of emptiness 

comes the certain and sure hope of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. And you don't simply have to just take my word for it. Take 

God's Word directly as we have it shared here for us from 1 

Corinthians 15.  
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Do you know that this chapter of the Bible we refer to as 

the great Resurrection chapter of the Bible? And for good reason… 

The first 14 chapters the Apostle Paul writes to the 

Christians in Corinth for a lot of the issues that that congregation 

had faced. And used that space and his pen to write and address 

those situations. But there was one and I'd say more than anything 

else that kind of takes the cake. There were some in the in their 

midst that said there's no such thing as a physical Resurrection 

from the dead.  

Emptiness. Can you imagine what it would feel like? To 

not know that your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has risen from the 

dead? Or, that you would physically rise from the dead b/c of 

Jesus? Then, I’d ask – why are we here? Why did our sign up 

online fill up so fast? Why did we come here on April 4th on 

Easter Sunday to hear good news about how we might be 

comforted? 

The Apostle Paul uses the opening verses of our lesson here 

today and he shares with us and he says –  

“But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from 

the dead how can some of you say there is no resurrection of 

the dead and if there's no resurrection of the dead then even 

Christ has not been raised then not even Christ has been raised 

and if Christ has not been raised our preaching is useless and 

so is your faith.” 

You can either let that feeling of emptiness continue on, 

you can continue to hold on to those uncertainties and doubts in 

your life; or you can tell all of your doubts and all of your fears 

and all of your emptiness the good news about the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ.  

The Apostle Paul does that so beautifully in our lesson 

before us here today. He leaves absolutely no doubt how we are 

absolutely certain of the hope that we have in our savior Jesus.  

Paul writes –  
19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to 

be pitied more than all men.  
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death 

came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also 
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through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be 

made alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; 

then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 

Do you have questions about what happens when you die? 

If you do you're not alone. I would say to varying degrees all of us 

have those questions. Maybe there's a little bit of uncertainty. God 

Comforts us and reassures us in his word that there is no doubt and 

there is absolute certainty that Christ has been raised. And then we 

too will be raised with him. In other words, b/c Jesus rose from the 

dead you too will rise from death. 

Think about what the women at the tomb had first 

encountered – they walked to the tomb and to say they were sad 

would probably be an understatement. All of their hopes and 

dreams that they had put in Jesus. And now all those hopes and 

dreams are dashed. As you heard in Our Gospel lesson today, they 

ask the question – “Who's going to roll the stone away from the 

tomb?” 

They needed to anoint what they thought would be a dead 

body still in the tomb. And yet they find – He is not here. He has 

risen.  

You and I are filled with those uncertainties and doubts in 

our lives. Sometimes the aspects of life happened because of the 

emotions and events that we face in life. They cast all sorts of 

uncertainty and doubt and fear. And yet our Lord reassures us here 

today that what took place on Good Friday really is true that Jesus 

died to pay for our sins and the sins of the entire world. And how 

do we know that God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice and payment one 

time and for all for your sins and for mine, and for the sins of the 

entire world?  

B/c as the Apostle Paul says – Christ has indeed been 

raised from the dead. 

Easter certainty and Easter hope that we have because of 

the resurrection of our savior. 

Look now at how the Apostle Paul finishes this section of 

scripture here –  
24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom 

to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, 

authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all 
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his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death.  

Jesus is right now sitting at the right hand of God the Father 

ruling over all things for our good. He rules in our hearts through 

his word. His Word casts aside every doubt and fear and lie of the 

devil. Jesus defeated the devil on the cross. We’re absolutely 

certain that God accepted Jesus’ payment for sin when Jesus’ rose 

from the grave. We are certain that our every sin is forgiven. When 

we die, we too will live forever in heaven – b/c Jesus physically 

rose from the grave. On the last day you too will rise from your 

own grave. For loved ones who have passed away before you they 

too will rise from the grave all who believe in Jesus – those who 

believe that Jesus lived and died and rose again will spend eternity 

with God forever in heaven.  

Do you have doubts? Do you have fears and uncertainties 

about life? Maybe you don't right now at this very moment, but 

maybe they'll creep back up at the end of the day. Or on Monday. 

Or a couple weeks from now – and they'll seem too big to conquer. 

And it's more than just making it 20 more miles on empty fumes 

like that family who tried making it to the next town?  

Listen to our Lord’s encouragement and continue to fill 

your tank with the certainty and hope of Easter. When you face 

your fears and doubts and the feeling of emptiness, you know how 

to speak to them. You know the certainty and hope of Easter. You 

know the words – Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.  

Let's pray – Dear Lord, Jesus. We thank you for giving us 

this wonderful and certain truth that sin has been defeated; that 

death has been conquered; that you have risen from the grave. To 

all our fears and uncertainties and doubts, we ask that you continue 

to cast them aside with your word and give us the reassurance and 

hope that we too will rise with you when you come to call our 

bodies out of the grave. Give us the confidence to witness your 

promise of hope and certainty to the world. It's in Jesus name we 

pray. Amen.  
 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 


