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“Gifted to Serve” Epiphany 2 
1)  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

2)  January 16, 2022 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and 

through.  May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Have you seen the reality TV show Storage Wars? If you 

haven't, allow me a moment to explain it to you. It really is quite 

interesting. They have storage units that have been repossessed 

and then they go to auction. You don't know what's inside and 

people bid on it, thinking that they might uncover a treasure. You 

might pay a couple thousand dollars and you might be rewarded 

with a great amount that you claim (one unit had a safe with over 

7 million in cash), or some with items that you can sell and make 

a profit. But on the other hand, you might also spend a couple 

thousand dollars and you only find that you have a storage full of 

trash. But the interesting part at least to me is that it's an 

uncovering of what you didn't know you really had.  

I want us to think about that this morning as we study 1 

Cor 12 – and we think about that phrase of what God really has 

done for us. Gifted to Serve – really implies two things – that 

we’ve been given gifts, and that we have a purpose in using them. 

It's like that storage unit in a sense that sometimes we need a little 

bit of uncovering to find out the gifts that God has given us. B/c 

as you heard in our lesson today, he has given each of us a 

different set of gifts and he wants us to use those gifts for his good 

purpose.  

Now, when you think about being Gifted to Serve, we 

want to think about two things in particular here this morning. 

The first point is that God has gifted us to serve giving us the 

same Spirit. Now, what do we mean by that? Take a look at our 

lesson here today.  

4 – There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 

Spirit. 

3 – no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy 

Spirit.   
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In the last two weeks in church, that God has adopted us 

into his family; and that we have an inheritance of our baptism 

that he's given us, those blessings of the forgiveness of sins, new 

life and salvation. It's not something that you or I could uncover 

on our own or suddenly come to know God, except by that special 

gift that we've been given – the Holy Spirit working saving faith 

in our hearts. 

Now, we think about that phrase there where it says that 

we've been given different kinds of gifts, but the Same Spirit. It 

might cause you to question. Well, why exactly did the Apostle 

Paul say that here in verse 4 b/c the Apostle Paul had written to 

the congregation speaking specifically about spiritual gifts, but 

there must have been some confusion in the congregation 

wondering about what type of spirit and what type of faith it 

really was.  

In the first two verses, we’re told about “mute idols.” At 

least, that's the way it was in the society at the time in that city of 

Corinth. There was a great deal of, let's say, confusion over, who 

Jesus was or even how to get to heaven. Many in Corinth, 

followed the Greek gods at the time and the people tried to attain 

a higher knowledge and understanding of how life works and 

more.  

Paul reminds them – you have the same thing and it's a gift 

that's been given to you. All of us here through our faith in Jesus 

Christ can say the same thing. We have the same spirit. That's 

why Paul says, in verse 3 – no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ 

except by the Holy Spirit. 

And we praise God, that he has given us that same spirit. 

The Holy Spirit who works in us to serve and praise Him in 

everything that we do.  

Earlier in chapter 1, Paul had written –  

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 

Jesus dying on the cross to take away the sins of the world 

might seem foolish to some. But to you and I who believe in Jesus 

as our Savior – he calls it that wisdom and knowledge of God. 
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Knowing who Jesus is and what he came to do. That he's saved us 

from our every sin.  

Gifted to Serve. He tells us that we all have that same 

Spirit, but we also want to think about here this morning what it 

means – to also know – We have the same purpose.  

Now, if you've been around young children, what's 

something that they learn from a very young age? It's the word, 

mine. They want to be selfish with all their toys and keep them to 

themselves and not share them with others. 

If God gave you gifts, which he has, and you didn’t use 

them, or you used them selfishly and not for the good of others, 

what good would that be? 

v. 7 – Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given for the common good.   

Why have you been given gifts? It's to serve and even just 

that phrase gifted to serve is a reminder of two things that we've 

all been given gifts. And that we all have a purpose. 

The Apostle Peter had said in his first letter that we are a 

chosen people, royal priesthood, holy nation…to declare 

God’s praises.” 

Generally speaking, that’s our purpose in everything we 

say and in everything we do as Christians. 

I know I've probably shared this because I enjoy sharing it 

with as many of you as possible. But I've utilized and taken the 

Strength finders test before, and it gives you a listing of 34 areas 

of strength that you individually have been gifted with. The 

unique thing about that test then is it tells you how you work and 

operate. The interesting part is you and I are completely different. 

Not a single person has exactly the same gifts in exactly the same 

order or thinks the same way. Those might be talents that we 

have.  

Spiritual gifts are different. The list before us is not an 

exhaustive list, but is a good place to start. Four of them, 

however, were gifts which were provided at the time of the 

apostles, but have not been promised to people of all time.  Those 

would be the gifts of healing, performing miracles, speaking in 

different kind of tongues and interpreting those tongues. 
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It’s very interesting that in today’s “church world”—

especially in the last 100 years as much of the church has gone 

farther away from the simple teachings of God’s Word. They 

highlight these gifts as being special identifying gifts that take 

away from the purpose in being given them in the first place. 

Why do we say they were only promised…for a time? 

Take Pentecost, for example, where the speaking in different 

languages occurred for the purpose of kick-starting the church. 

The gifts listed here were meant to be “signs” that the message 

they were proclaiming of the risen and ascended Savior was really 

true. It was the same as during Jesus’ own ministry, when the 

miracles he performed were called signs and wonders, confirming 

that what he said about himself was really true.  He really was the 

promised Christ—the almighty Son of God! 

The other spiritual gifts mentioned here are among the 

many gifts that continue to happen among the people of God.   

- v. 8 – the message of wisdom…and...the message of 

knowledge.  All Christians have the wisdom and 

knowledge of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  But some 

believers have been given an extra ability to understand 

and apply the truths of God to everyday situations of life.  

- V. 9 – faith that every Christian has, but the faith of 

vision—filled w/ hope and optimism.  The ability to share 

w/ others the confidence that if God wants us to do 

something, we can do it 

- v. 10 – the gift of “prophecy.”  That’s the ability to 

explain the truths of God’s Word.  To make something 

that seems complicated very simple—b/’c everything in 

God’s Word centers on the simple, yet, great truth that 

Jesus died for our sins. 

- V. 10 – the gift of “distinguishing between spirits.”  

Spirits here is a word that refers to the spiritual things 

people say. The Bible tells us to “test the spirits” to make 

sure what we’re being told from God is really true.  God 

wants us to keep studying more about what God says in 

the Bible – like the Berean Christians Paul encountered in 

Acts on one of his missionary journeys.  
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Every one of us plays an important and vital part in the 

health and vitality of this congregation. We have opportunities in 

which we can serve our Savior. It'd be very easy for us to kind of 

sit on the sidelines so to speak and say, “Someone else will do it.” 

But how do we uncover and tap into those gifts that God has 

given us?  

- Perhaps, you're a comforter and encourager. Could you be 

the one to pick up the phone and make a call to someone 

who's having surgery or someone who's in the hospital? 

For someone who might be a little bit down and out.  

- Do you have the ability to make those knowledgeable and 

wisdom things of God, very plain to people, we'd invite 

you to come and serve with us as a team in that important 

Ministry of our congregation in our Sunday school and 

teaching those truths to the children.  

- Or how about the new technology that we have here at 

Messiah. It's not going to operate itself. But we're thankful 

to have a team of people and we're thankful to see all of 

the interest in those people who are ready to serve. Why 

do they serve? To serve all of us here and give us the 

ability to worship here in our sanctuary.  

 

There are many ways that we can serve our savior. Some 

of them that I just listed you can serve on a board or committee. 

You can serve and play as an organist. Although that might be a 

smaller pool to choose from. But every one of us can serve in a 

different capacity. Not for my own self interest, but again for the 

common good. 

Why are we here? We're here to serve. We're here to serve 

the needs of others so that we might build up the body of Christ. 

God has given every single one of us a unique set of gifts. When 

you join a congregation, it’s good to try and “fit in” with the 

vision and direction of the congregation. But, we also want to 

match up what we’re doing with the way that God’s people here 

at Messiah have been gifted. Is there something that we're not 

doing here at Messiah that you'd be interested in helping get 

started? These are all ways to serve. Ways to serve each other, 

and most importantly ways to serve our Savior. 
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Why do we serve? This is the most important thing I want 

all of us to remember. We love (and we serve others) because 

he (Christ) first loved us. Isn't it as simple as that?  

There are times in life that we’ve been selfish, filled with 

pride where we don’t want to work with others, and flat out sin 

against God. The good news is that Jesus love you and served you 

by dying on the cross to take away your sins. 

It’s a privilege to be given gifts. God put you here to use 

them.  

Let's pray – Dear Lord God, we thank you for the 

encouragement that you give us in Scripture, reminding us that 

you have given us gifts, and that you have given us the same 

Spirit and the same purpose. Help us to uncover those gifts that 

you've given us and then also give us the strength and ability to 

use them to your good and for the good of our brothers and sisters 

in Christ. You bless us with these opportunities so that we might 

be able to declare your Praises of you who called us out of 

darkness into your marvelous light. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 

4:7) 

 


