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How many of us have night lights in our homes? Nice, aren’t they? They keep us from stubbing our

toes when we have to get up during the night. They show us the safe path down the hallway, or keep our
children comforted when they wake up unexpectedly at night. Night lights shine a safe path for our feet.

The same concept is found in lighthouses. Before radar and sonar were invented, lighthouses were
used to warn ships away from dangerous waters. They were beacons telling the captain to stay away from
this area and travel down a safe path. 

Today we focus on John the Baptist, the Forerunner of Christ. We truly can call him “GOD’S
LIGHTHOUSE”. He shows us the rocks. He shows us what to treasure. He shows us the way home. Come
with me today as we look at John the Baptist, God’s lighthouse.

Part One: Shows us the rocks

Someone momentous was about to appear on the public stage. For thousands of years the Lord has
promised the Messiah, the God-man that would pay for the sins of the entire world. This Messiah was
unique, unlike anyone that had lived. This very special being would be preceded by a forerunner, someone
who would prepare the people for Him. And so, God sent John to be that ambassador.

Everything about John the Baptist says “different, special.” There’s the visual aspect of John. He lived
in the wilderness. He wore a prophet’s clothes “camel’s hair and a leather belt.” He ate a very simple diet
and spoke a very simple message. Repent. This was not what the people were used to. All the other
religious leaders lived in Jerusalem around the temple. All the other religious leaders wore nice clothes,
showing they were religious leaders. All the other religious leaders ate regular food and spoke about God’s
rules and regulations. They focused on the outward acts of the people.

But John? John was different. He stripped away all the man-made rules and regulations. He focused
on the main point of preparation. Repent of your sins and get ready for the appearance of the Messiah.
Short, sweet and to the point. His message would have made a perfect Twitter tweet if Twitter had been
around at that time.

Ok, easy to repeat. But what exactly did John mean by calling people to repent? Was it just saying
the words that he was looking for? I would guess that most people would agree with that. After all, that’s how
things seem to work in our world. You get caught doing something wrong, and say the words “I’m sorry”
thinking that the words are all that matter. When talking about repentance, most people believe that it means
just saying “I’m sorry” and that’s the end of it. 

However, repentance is much more than just saying the words “I’m sorry.” True repentance means 
I believe I did wrong. True repentance means I don’t like what I did. True repentance means I’m going to
try to change my life so I don’t do that again. True repentance is a change of heart and a change of life. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees both crashed against this rock. Oh, they may have said “I’m sorry,”
but they didn’t really mean it. The didn’t change their minds or their lives. John, moved by the Holy Spirit,
noticed their false repentance and called them out.  "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from
the coming wrath?  Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” Their lives showed that they didn’t truly
repent of their sins. They hadn’t come to be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins. They came just to see
what John was up to. Oh, John shown a light on their unbelief and lack of repentance, but they ignored it
and crashed against the rock of unbelief. 

Today God warns us against a surface repentance, a repentance that is all words and no real
change. We can get so caught up in this world that we minimize or forget God’s words. We can be so
enamored with the things of this world that we no longer treasure the Savior that God sent. And, many times
our lives show it.

What does our life say that we treasure? Jay Leno’s life shows that he treasures old cars. He’s got
lots of them. His life shows what he treasures. What does your life say about you? Do you treasure clothes
and shoes or travel above God? Do you treasure pleasure or work or money above the Lord? Today John
shines the bright light of the Law on us and shows us the rocks that can crash our faith. To use God’s words,
we are to love the Lord our God above all things. Do we? 

Part Two: Shows us what to treasure



John also shines a bright light on what we are to treasure. "I baptize you with water for repentance.
But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

Treasure Jesus! He is the One who came to restore our relationship with God. He lived that perfect
life which we can’t. He died a perfect death so that all our sins would be washed away. He baptizes us with
the Holy Spirit to create a saving faith in Him, a faith that lays hold of the work of Jesus the Christ. With that
faith in Jesus’ work, God restores us to what we were created to be. His children.
He does to us what Volkswagen did to Kathleen Brooks’ 1967 Volkswagen Beetle. 

Kathleen Brooks bought her car in 1967 and to date has over 400,000 miles on it. After so many
years, the paint was faded. The seats were ratty and torn, and several things just didn’t work. The
Volkswagen company heard about her car, and offered to restore it. They stripped it down to bare metal and
repainted it. They replaced over 40% of the parts, upgrading a few things in the process. They even
recreated some of the stickers that originally came with the car. After all that work, it was better than new.

As are we, in God’s eyes because of Christ. As we totally will be, once He comes to take us home
to heaven. All because He loved us and sent His Son to redeem and restore us.

Do our lives show that Jesus is our treasure? Or is he just a piece of our lives? The current
rationalization in many is the drive to maintain balance in life. We focus on taking care of our families and
our jobs. We parcel out our time to each facet of life, and so often fail to parcel out time for the Lord. Instead
of making Him our overarching treasure, we put Him in a Sunday morning corner and then spend time and
energy on the other parts of our lives. And we call that balance.

Instead of “balancing” our lives, John reminds us that Jesus is the ultimate total focus of life. We
balance our lives when we have Jesus at the top of our list in every area, whether that’s family, or work, or
relaxation.  Today we repent of our lack of attention to the Lord. May we show Jesus just how much we
treasure Him. 

We show how much we treasure the Lord when we want to hear His voice, so we read His word and
take time to listen to Him. We show how much we treasure Him when we take time to pray to Him.  Believers
show their treasuring spirit when we invite others to hear with us. We show our dedication when we make
every decision with Him in mind. How can I show God how much I appreciate His actions in my life?  Where
does my money go? How do I spend my time? Jesus doesn’t want to be part of our life’s balance. He wants
to be King of our hearts and the focus of our lives. Do our lives show that?

Part Three: Shows us the way home

Life isn’t a game. You can’t just hit the reset button when it comes to believing in the Lord. There are
real consequences, eternal consequences to our faith or lack of it. “His winnowing fork is in his hand, and
he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with
unquenchable fire." We need to ponder what Jesus has saved us from if we are to have a true appreciation
for the cross. 

John shows us where not to go, but he also reminds us of where believers are heading. You are the
wheat that Jesus will gather into His eternal barn. You are the ones He has saved and chosen to enter
heaven. You are His children. Time and time again throughout His time on earth Jesus reminds us of where
we are heading because He has saved us. Paradise. That’s where we are going.

If you were a captain of an old-time sailing ship, you were grateful for lighthouses. They always
showed you what to avoid and where you should pilot your ship. And I’m sure if you have nightlights in your
house, you’re thankful for those, too. As believers, what a treasure to have “GOD’S LIGHTHOUSE” shining
in our lives today. He showed us what to avoid, what to treasure and the way home. Thank God that
lighthouse is still shining today!

AMEN


