
“THE LIGHT HAS COME!” ILCW-C 12/24/21 Isaiah 9:2,6-7
DCF:
No one likes to walk in the dark, do they? Oh, maybe if the stars are out and the weather is

mild. Then, a starlit walk down a country path with a loved one is kind of romantic. Or, maybe walking
the dog in the early morning with a flashlight - that would be ok. But walking in total darkness? No
moon, no stars, no flashlight, no streetlight - no thanks. Everyone wants at least a little bit of light when
they walk.

Today we have gathered to rejoice that “THE LIGHT HAS COME!” We’re not talking physical
light, like stars or the moon or flashlights or streetlights. We’re talking about the Light of the world,
Jesus Christ. He shows us the way to heaven and the abundance of God’s love in our lives.

God often pictures unbelievers as people who are walking in darkness. They can’t see where
they are going spiritually and eternally. They don’t have any hope at all of a life to come, and really
can’t even see if there’s a path that leads to heaven. They don’t know God. They don’t know what He
wants for them. They know nothing of His love and His desire for them. They are walking in darkness.

That accurately describes the majority of people of Isaiah’s time. God’s words and promises of
a Messiah seems to have been snuffed out. They had rotten kings who didn’t follow God’s Word and
didn’t even want it proclaimed. They had religious leaders who were more concerned with themselves
than with their souls. They weren’t shining any light on their spiritual welfare. No direction for life. No
hope for the future. Life was a dark stroll to who knows where. The people of Israel were, for the most
part, wandering around in darkness just like their unbelieving neighbors. 

Ever feel that way? Like your life is just banging into all sorts of obstacles, not knowing why
you’re here or where you’re going? You’re not alone. So many people are careening through this life,
lost. They’re looking for meaning, for hope and for peace. And they can’t see it because they don’t
have light. They often ask the question “Is this all there is?”

It’s time to light a match. It’s time to flip the switch. It’s time for God to shine a light, just like He
did with the lost people of Israel. Listen to the Lord’s words.

(Read text)
God wanted them to realize that someone special was coming. And, He wants us to recognize

who it is that has come. He wants us to see the Light of the world, Jesus. He wants us to remember
why He came to this earth. 

The Word of God shines the light very clearly on the Messiah, and shows us who He truly is. He
is God. Notice the titles that the Messiah is given, titles that only apply to God. Notice that He will reign
forever and His rule will be perfect. Has that ever happened before?

If you study history, or even our own political system, you realize that rulers are just like regular
people.  Every single one has made mistakes. Every single one lasted for only a brief period of time.
Some are good, some are bad.  Some rulers are known for the good things that they do or noble
characteristics that they exhibit.  We think of President Lincoln and immediately the words "integrity
and honesty" come to mind.  We think of Charlemagne and the picture of a Christian warrior comes to
mind.  Sometimes rulers have good characteristics, but in the end, they are flawed, sinful and
ultimately they die.

Not the Light of the world. Not the everlasting Ruler, the Prince of peace. “Of the increase of
his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever.” 

Tonight, we celebrate the fact that the Light has come. Jesus, who shows us the way to
paradise. Jesus, Who came to suffer and die for our sins. Jesus, Who rose from the dead on the third
day and will come again to judge the living and the dead. Jesus, who is ruling and directing His
kingdom, His Church for all time. In Jesus, we see hope. We see God’s presence. We see God’s love.

We truly can celebrate Christmas, knowing that our future is secure. So, go ahead and enjoy
the Light that has come! Enjoy the Christmas parties, the Christmas gifts, the Christmas gatherings
with friends and family. Enjoy the lights on the trees and the songs in the air. 

But always place first in your heart the gift that was given to you before you were born - the gift
of forgiveness. It is Jesus, the Light of the world, that shows us what Christmas is all about. 

So tonight, when you gather around your Christmas tree, look at the lights on your tree and
remember the true Light of Christmas, your Savior. 

AMEN




