
“THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD” ILCW-B 11/14/21 Malachi 4:1,2a
DCF:
Sally and Cindy met in the hospital. They didn’t know each other before that day. They had both

gotten severe abdominal pains on Thanksgiving while visiting their respective families. Both went to the
ER and both were diagnosed with appendicitis. While waiting to be prepped for surgery, they started
talking. Of course, soon the discussion turned to their upcoming surgeries. Sally was really, really
nervous. She talked about the pain, the recovery period and all the stuff she thought she was going to
miss. Cindy was just the opposite. She couldn’t wait to go in to surgery because the pain she was feeling
right then was aweful. She looked forward to being without that kind of pain and get on with her life. Sally
was afraid of the surgery. Cindy looked forward to that same surgery. 

There’s a day of spiritual surgery coming for all people. And, there are two ways that we can
approach that day. We can be like Sally, afraid of that day. Or, we can be like Cindy, looking forward to 
“THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD.”  Today, we take a closer look at that day and see that it is a day
of burning and a day of healing.  And it’s coming.

Part One: Is a day of burning

Did these people (that Malachi is talking to) need to hear such a harsh message?  “It will burn
like a furnace” Malachi writes.  Well, yes they did.  They needed the big club of the Law.  People were
cheating God.  Instead of unblemished lambs to sacrifice, they were donating diseased, blind and
crippled animals.  Instead of giving God a thank offering of 10%, they gave Him only their leftovers. 
Sometimes.  Worshiping God wasn’t a joy.  It was a chore.  More and more of them didn’t even do that. 
They saw no value in it, so they stopped.  And if something bad happened to them, they blamed God.

Even worse, the guys that were supposed to warn them about these sins weren’t doing their job. 
The priests let stuff slide.  As long as they were fat and sassy, they didn’t care what the people did or
believed.  It had gotten so bad that you couldn’t tell the difference between a believer and an unbeliever.
It seems as if very few of them even thought that the Lord would ever come back.

So, God bluntly slams them with the truth.  “‘Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a
furnace.  All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, that day that is coming will set them
on fire’ says the Lord Almighty.”   Notice the finality, the certainty of God’s statement.  He promises
that Judgment Day will come.  You can’t stop it.  You can’t escape it.  It’s coming.  From Jesus’ own
mouth comes words of support.  “They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky,
with power and great glory.  And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will
gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”  (Matthew 24:30-
31) The day of the Lord is coming.  For non-believers, it’s going to be a day of burning.

Using the picture of fire, God pronounces judgment on unbelievers.   “All the arrogant and every
evildoer will be stubble, that day that is coming will set them on fire.”  An arrogant person is one
who thinks he knows better than God.  An evildoer is someone who doesn’t ask God to forgive his sins. 
We’re familiar with this picture of God’s judgment, aren’t we?  We remember hearing how God’s anger
burned.  We remember how God’s anger destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and brimstone.  We
remember the description of hell as a fiery lake.  We remember the story of the rich man and Lazarus,
where the rich man was suffering because of the fire of God’s anger.  This picture of God’s anger,
burning like fire, portrays the truth of God’s righteous judgment.  It’s also meant to wake people up.  By
using this picture, God tears down the walls of resistance and opens a path for the Holy Spirit to come
in.

This warning is still needed today, don’t you think?  If you’ve ever read some of the comments on
internet blogs, you know there are still arrogant people on earth.  People who call religion a crutch, a way
for ignorant people to be fleeced.  People who boldly say that Jesus wasn’t any better than you or me. 
People who say they don’t need anyone to die for their sins, and if that’s what God wants, they want no
part of such a god.  They consider Christians to be stupid, stuck in the past, unwilling to join the 21st

century.  Ah, arrogant fools.  “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace.”



Live each day expecting it.  You know it’s coming.  We don’t know the exact day, but we do know
it’s on its way.  Don’t try to time it, or you’ll get burned.  Some will try and time its arrival.  They think they
can give in to sin’s fatally alluring temptations for years and then at the last minute “get right with God.” 
They’re like teenagers playing chicken with a train.  It will end in disaster.  Live each day expecting that
today will be Judgment Day.  Then, the great day of the Lord will not be a day of burning, but a day of
healing.

Part Two: Is a day of healing

The anger of the Lord has been compared to fire.  The love of the Lord is also compared to fire,
but in a way that blesses.  In today’s lesson the love of the Lord is pictured as the “sun of
righteousness”.  There’s a big difference between the two, isn’t there?  It’s like the difference between
the fire that burns down a house and the fire that burns warmly in a fireplace.  One destroys.  One
warms.  This “sun of righteousness”, the love of God, is found burning brightly in His Son, Jesus
Christ.   On Judgment Day, the Son of God comes with healing for all who believe in Him.

Oh, what a day that will be!  First and foremost, it will be a day of spiritual healing.  Sin will be
completely erased from our bodies and souls.  Jesus’ forgiveness will wash us completely clean so that
we can stand before our perfect heavenly Father.  Secondly, it will be a day of physical healing.  All the
disabilities and diseases that sin has caused in our lives will be healed.  Just think of it!  Your Downs
Syndrome nephew will be physically perfect.  Your cancer will disappear.  Your arthritis will be gone. 
Your eyesight will be 20/20 once again.  Finally, Judgment Day is a day of emotional healing.  All the
hurts, the disappointments, the pain that sin has caused over the years will be washed away in a flood
of joy and happiness.  No worries, no sadness, no crying.  Judgment Day is here and we’re heaven
bound, my friends!

How is this possible?  Why can we look forward to this day with a smile in our heart?  Because
of Christ.  It is true that we are conceived and born in sin.  It is true that we have many times sinned
against our Lord.  At times we have doubted that God can take care of us and put our trust in money and
things. At times we have used God’s name to damn someone rather than bless them.  At times we have
taken advantage of our friends, our marriage partners or a co-worker.  At times we have been selfish,
arrogant and just plain wicked.  Oh, if not in our actions, certainly in our thoughts.  Hate, jealousy and
greed have infected all of us.

So, how can we look forward with joy to this day?  Jesus.  He came and died for our sins.  He took
God’s punishment for our sins.  He covers us with His perfect life.  He heals us with the wings of His
perfect life and death.  Judgment Day will be a day of complete healing for all believers.

But, we do enjoy the beginning of that wonderful healing right here and now.  Through His Word,
God comforts us with forgiveness right now. He gives us peace and joy in our eternal destination.  Today
He’s giving us a peek at our future, and the healing from sin’s effects is starting.  He gives us confidence
knowing we will have no pain in heaven.  That knowledge helps us endure the ravages of sin and the
corruption of this evil world.  You think this world is getting worse and worse?  Don’t worry.  Judgment
Day is coming, and that fact helps us endure patiently.  The Holy Spirit lifts up our heads and tells us to
look forward to that day.

Sounds good, doesn’t it?  Look ahead, and rejoice!  You see, Judgment Day isn’t a pipe dream. 
It’s not a fancy fable.  It’s a real event that’s barreling down the train tracks of time headed right for us. 
Look for it with joy and longing.  Look for it with a sharing, caring heart.  We long for the day of the Lord
and we want others to join us on that glorious day.  We want them to experience the warmth of God’s
love and forgiveness, that day of healing.  So, share the news.  Share that news with a smile on your
face and joy in your voice, because the great day of the Lord is coming.

Maybe you started today feeling a bit like Sally, anxious about the last day. I pray that now you
are looking forward to “THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD.”  It will be a day of burning for many, but may
it  be a day of healing for you.

AMEN


