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When we start a new chapter in our lives, we’re often excited about what comes next. For

instance, when you landed your first full time job, what went through your mind? “I’m going to get a
paycheck. I can afford my own place, my own car and that new flatscreen TV and internet. I can move
up in my field and really make a name for myself.” Oh, the dreams of youth, the optimistic attitude of the
innocent. 

Looking back on your life, did you know what was coming? The cost of furnishing your apartment,
utility bills, the health care cost, maybe a layoff or a lousy boss, the office politics, the loneliness, being
stuck in a dead end career. Oh, getting your first time job was a joy, but it wasn’t always peaches and
cream, was it? Did you know what was coming?

Jesus knows the same can be said about being a Christian. He knows that our faith is a source
of great joy. He knows that comfort, peace and eternal optimism comes from His promise of paradise.
But He also knows that we need to “KNOW WHAT’S COMING” so that we can live for Him. Today He
tells us that being a believer may not always be pretty, but keep on talking. That’s what He’s called us
to do. So, come with me as we listen to our Savior’s instruction today.

Part One: It may not always be pretty,

I often wonder what the disciples thought their lives would be like after Jesus called them to follow
Him. At first, perhaps they focused on the good things they would experience. They would be spending
time with the Son of God. They would learn more about God’s will and His plan for this world. They would
be able to see prophecies fulfilled and oh, how neat it would be to be a close confidant to the Son of God.
And maybe, just maybe there would be some personal glory in it for them. We see a hint of that approach
from last week’s Gospel lesson, where two of the disciples asked for positions of power from Jesus. 

Now, these disciples did see some pretty spectacular things. They saw numerous miracles -
changing water into wine - Peter walked on water along with Jesus - Lazarus raised from the dead. They
saw the glory of God on the mount of Transfiguration. And, they witnessed Jesus rising from the dead
and ascending back into heaven. If they knew they would experience these events right from the start,
I’m sure they would be excited to follow Jesus. 

Today Jesus reminds His followers that it wouldn’t always be sunshine and roses. He reminded
them that would be hard times, challenges and threats to the spreading of the Gospel. Some of those
threats would come from events in the world. “Jesus said to them: "Watch out that no one deceives
you.  6 Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,' and will deceive many.  7 When you hear
of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to
come.  8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes
in various places, and famines.” These events could distract them from spreading the Gospel. They
could be so worried about life in this world that they would stop focusing on the Gospel.  We see this
happening in some congregations, don’t we? They’re so concerned about the poor, about the nation’s
economy and about social justice that the Gospel becomes just a footnote in their message. Be on your
guard!

 And some bad and painful things would affect them personally. “You will be handed over to the
local councils and flogged in the synagogues.” Don’t let personal pain stop you from your mission.
These men had the fantastic gift of forgiveness for the world, a message that is more important than
anything in this world. Oh, and always remember that Jesus called you! The Holy Spirit gave you faith
and will give you the courage to keep on talking. He will always be with you as you carry out the mission
He has given to you. It may not always be pretty, being a follower of Jesus. Be on your guard!

Did we know what was coming in our faith life on our confirmation day? Oh, we were happy
knowing we were His chosen children. We rejoiced that heaven was ours based on Christ’s work. We
knew that Jesus would always be with us and give us the strength to overcome any temptation. But did
we know how strong those temptations would be? Did we realize that some of our friends would attack
our faith, either bluntly or with an eye roll or two? Did we realize that we might be distracted from our faith
by the events of this world? How much time today do we talk about wars, vaccine mandates, stock



futures, supply lines global warming? How often don’t these things distract us from reading the Word or
pondering the wonderful presence of our Lord in our lives? 

And what about Luther? Did he know the struggle and pain he would endure when he first knew
the truth of God’s forgiveness? We look back on Luther’s life and see those struggles. Oh, it’s true he
rejoiced in his gift of faith. It gave him great joy to know his Savior. He talked about that joy and the
certainty of forgiveness quite often. There were good times in his Christian life. But he also endured a
lot of pain. His faith was attacked by people he knew, princes and kings and the pope. He faced pressure
on all sides to hide the truth. He was slammed in publications. He struggled to keep the light of the
Gospel burning brightly even as others strenuously tried to put it out.

Did he know, while he was nailing those 95 theses to the church doors in Wittenberg, that his faith
life would not always be pretty? Probably not, but God wanted him - and the disciples - and us - to keep
on talking. 

Part Two: But keep on talking.

Isn’t it amazing that God saves people through such a simple media? Language. Talking. Words.
Our almighty God could write His message in the clouds every morning, or speak to everyone directly at
8am every day. He could appear as a pillar of fire in your driveway if He so desired. But what did our Lord
choose to do? He chose to show His power by using the humblest tool - language- to create a saving faith
within our hearts. And we are His chosen instruments to do the talking. As Paul says in Romans 10:14 -
“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?
And how can they preach unless they are sent?” We are called to talk about the Savior, even when
things aren’t so pretty in life.

Now, some of us are bullhorns. We have lots of opportunities to talk to someone else about their
Savior. God gave some of us outgoing personalities, an empathetic heart, a real zeal and desire to reach
every stranger we meet with the news of Jesus. And some of us are Gospel whisperers. God has given
us the ability to really connect with just one or two people. People that God knows need a deep
connection with just one trusted person - His Gospel whisperer.

The disciples were God’s bullhorns. They spoke to thousands and thousands of people in public
places. They traveled to hundreds of cities with the message of the Gospel. The Holy Spirit used them
to proclaim to the world the glories of Christ. And, they’re still doing it today! The Holy Spirit moved them
to write the New Testament through which God comes to create faith in Him. Despite the troubles they
endured in life - the beatings, the arrests, the executions - they kept on talking. Bullhorns for God.

Luther was one, too. He wrote thousands of sermons and letters. He preached to who knows how
many people in his life. He wrote hundreds of books, pamphlets and publications. He spoke before kings
and princes. He dealt with stubborn opponents and always stood firm in the truth. He was God’s bullhorn.

Today we remember how God restored the light of the Gospel through His bullhorn Martin Luther.
The pure Gospel message - that Christ alone saves - had been gradually hidden over the centuries.
Buried under traditions and ceremonies. Hidden behind the idea that you could work your way to heaven.
Pushed aside by the pursuit of power. The visible church at that time tried to dominate politics, even
claiming the right to pick rulers and kings. It was time, God’s time, to let the light of the Gospel shine out
brightly once again. And Luther was God’s bullhorn to make it happen.

We are the happy recipients of the reformation. Because God worked through His bullhorn, we
know that we are saved purely because of God’s grace. We know we can do nothing to earn eternal life.
It’s all because of what Jesus did. He lived that perfect life that we can not. He died to pay for all of our
sins. God now views us through the lens of Christ. Because God has given us faith, we are seen as
perfect, worthy of entering heaven and being with God for all time. What a joy to know that we are dearly
and deeply loved children of God who will spend eternity in His presence.

May we keep that in mind as we struggle against sin in this world. The devil, the world and our own
sinful flesh will mount attack after attack on our faith. We “KNOW WHAT’S COMING.” It may not always
be pretty, but keep on talking!

AMEN
 


