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    I'd like to take you back to the time of Noah.  God commanded him to build an ark.  Not just a small
boat, but a big barge.  It took him a long time to build it and I'm sure he ran into many difficulties.  His
neighbors made fun of him.  Perhaps his suppliers overcharged him for materials.  God and Noah alone
know what kind of difficulties he ran into.
    But he did it.  Somehow he found the strength to persevere in spite of difficulties.  He was able to find
strength for this hard task.  Christians today also need to find strength for our hard tasks, tasks which
the Lord has placed before us.   “IT’S NOT EASY” living as God wants us to live. Let’s see what these
tasks are and how this strength is supplied.

Part One: Christians face difficult tasks

The first hard task that the Lord demands of us is to never do anything that causes someone else
to sin.  Jesus says (read v. 1)  The word used in the King James translation is offense.  Just what is
meant by giving offense?  Some people think that you offend someone when you do anything that they
don't like.  If they don't like something you are doing, they merely utter the magic words "I'm offended"
and expect you to stop.  They use this passage to support their own ideas and tastes.
    That is not offense.  That is not causing someone to sin.  That is certainly not what God is talking
about in today's text.  He is talking about any words, actions or attitudes that cause someone else to sin. 
He is talking about filthy stories, bad language, drunkenness, a callous disregard for God's house, an
unloving attitude toward fellow church members that can cause someone to doubt God's word or to sin.
That is giving offense.  Jesus says "Watch yourselves!"
     One of our Sunday School teachers told me this story.  The teacher had just spent the entire hour
teaching the story of Jesus walking on water to the children. As this teacher was walking up the steps
to the entrance to church, the child's mother met this student and asked, "What did you learn today?" 
The child answered "Our teacher told us about how Jesus walked on water."  The mother replied 
"Whoever told you such foolishness?"  That's giving offense.  That's causing one of these little ones to
sin.  To such a person Jesus says "It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone
tied around his neck" than to do what she did.
    Jesus is here showing a deep concern for the little ones, those who are either young in age or young
in faith.  Their faith is not yet strong enough to withstand all the attacks of the devil.  They have a hard
enough time battling these adversaries.  When they see another so-called Christian callously
disregarding the commands of God, it sets their minds to wondering and their souls to doubting.  Jesus
says "Watch yourselves!"  Don't let this happen.
    Oh, how often our careless or indifferent words and actions cause someone else to sin.  But Jesus
says we are not to let this happen.  It's a hard task, for every day we sin.  Nevertheless, Jesus says we
are to watch ourselves so that it will never happen.  Difficult?  Oh yes, but something we are to work for.
    Secondly, our Lord sets before us another hard task.  He tells us we are to rebuke our brother who
sins.  We are to tell our fellow Christians that what they are doing is wrong.  We are to remind them of
God's love and what He wants us to do in response of that love.  Difficult?  You bet!  When was the last
time you told someone he or she was sinning against God's law?  What happened the last time you did? 
Did that person come back at you and say "Judge not, lest ye be judged?"
    Remind the person that it is not you judging their actions, but God.  You are merely pointing out to
them what God has already said on the matter.  Point out to them that God has said drunkenness,
cursing, adultery, and gambling is wrong. Remember, even though this is a hard task, Jesus has said
we are to do it.
    Finally, Jesus says we are to forgive sinners unconditionally.  He says (read v.4)  Jesus lays before
us an example that brings this home.  Even if your brother sins against you seven times in one day, we
are to forgive him when he asks for it.
    We often excuse ourselves from doing these hard tasks for many reasons.  But what are we really
doing?  We are disobeying God!  We are like little children, who after being told what they are to do by



their parents, answer "Yea, but."  No if, ands or buts about it, we are to avoid causing others to sin, we
are to rebuke sin when it does occur, and we are to forgive sinners.
    Hard, difficult tasks, every one.  Jesus' listing of these Christian duties just floored the disciples.  How
in the world could they do all this?  How could they possibly live blamelessly?  How could they possibly
rebuke sin?  How could they forgive every sin committed against them?  We often have the same
reaction.  Where do we get the strength to obey these commands of our God?  Where do we get the
strength to obey any command of our Lord?

Part Two: Christians know where to find strength

The disciples knew.  After they realized their total inadequacy to do these hard tasks of God, they
knew there was only one way to get the strength to do them.  They said to the Lord "Increase our faith!"
    These commands of God pointed out to the disciples their total inadequacy to follow these commands. 
They knew, from Jesus' teaching, that they just couldn't live up to God's standards.  And yet the
standards are demanded of all people, especially Christians who know exactly what God demands.  How
were they going to receive the strength necessary to do these hard tasks?  From God Himself.  He is the
One who increases our faith so we have the strength to do His will.
    The only way that a person's faith can grow is by listening to the Word of God. The only way that a
person's faith can grow is by believing that Jesus Christ has died for your sins.  The only way a person's
faith can grow is by trusting that Jesus has done it all for our entrance into heaven.  The more a person
believes and trusts in Christ alone, the stronger that faith grows.  As our faith grows, so does our
response to that gift of faith.  As our faith grows, our actions will come closer in line to what God
demands.  Because of our growing faith, we will have the strength to do these hard tasks.  As He says
(read v.6)
    Now don't get the idea that we can have a perfectly strong faith.  Don't think that there will come a time
in our life when we will never sin because our faith is perfect.  The only place our faith will be perfectly
strong is in heaven.  While still on this earth we will always sin.  Our faith will always be less than perfect.
But as we increase our faith, we will increase our level of service to our Lord.
    Jesus injects a note of warning here, however.  As our faith and level of service to the Lord increases,
so might our pride and ego.  He warns us about this.  (read v.7-10)  Even if we did everything that God
requires of us, we wouldn't deserve praise or a pat on the back.  We are only doing our duty.  So often
people look for praise from those they serve.  So often we say to ourselves "I'm really doing something
special for you Lord.  How come others don't notice and give me the credit?  How come you don't give
me credit and thank me?"
    We are only servants of God.  We have been commanded by God to do these things. We are God's
people.  He made us.  He redeemed us.  We belong to Him.  His orders, His commands cover every
thought, word, and act of every minute of our lives.  We are not free agents to do whatever we want to
do.  We have been bought with His blood to do His will.
    We have been called to go to the lost.  We have been commanded to live our lives in accord with His
will.  We have been commanded to attend church, to raise our children to know Jesus as Lord, to support
the work of the church with our offerings, time and talents, to do what God demands in all things.  Where
do we get the strength to do these things?  From above, from God, through faith, through the Gospel. 
God will certainly give us strength for hard tasks.
    Noah had a difficult task, but he found the strength to do it.  We have been given certain hard tasks
by our Lord, but we know we can find the strength to do them.  “IT’S NOT EASY”. We now know what
they are, and we know how this strength is supplied.  It comes from God.  Rely on Him, and we can and
will do great things for His kingdom.  That is His will and our destiny.
    AMEN


