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There’s a show on HGTV that many people like to watch called “FixerUpper”. It stars Chip and

Joanna Gaines, who take a rundown property and renovate it. At the end of the show, there’s a big
portable picture of what the house looked hiding the renovated house. They ask the question “Are you
ready to see your house?” and then roll the old picture away. It’s the big reveal. The owners of that house
now see what their house really looks like now. 

The big reveal. Today we see Jesus doing something similar as He stands up to read from the
scroll of Isaiah. Those people in the synagogue in Nazareth saw “THE MESSIAH REVEALED.” He had
been foretold by Isaiah. Jesus fulfilled the prophecy and it’s something we need to hear today. So, let’s
go to the book of Luke and see the big reveal.

Part One: Foretold by Isaiah

It was finally time for Jesus to “go public.” After His baptism by John, He began to travel and
teach. From town to town, Jesus began to tell the people about God’s plan of salvation and how He
came to fulfill it. He was a guest speaker at churches throughout Galilee on Saturdays, the Jewish day
of worship. He quickly built a good reputation since He spoke and taught with authority. And why not?
Since Jesus was God, He knew the facts inside and out. He used the perfect words at the perfect time
to explain to people God’s plan. 

After some time, Jesus went back to His hometown. “16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he
stood up to read.  17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.”

Jesus knew just what to do. It was time for Him to reveal to His neighbors just who He was. Oh,
I’m sure He had a good reputation with them as a regular human being. While growing up, He had never
gotten into trouble. He had always been honest and hardworking. He had always honored His parents.
I’m sure He had never gossiped about His neighbors or spoken a mean word to them. After all, He was
the perfect Son of God, right? 

But now it was time for Isaiah to tell His neighbors who He was. Isaiah, by inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, had detailed the Messiah’s mission.  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor.”  

The Messiah would preach good news to the poor. Not poor economically, but poor spiritually. The
Messiah would preach to  those who knew their sins separated them from God. He would come to tell
them they are free from the sting of death and the eternal effects of sin. No longer would they be
prisoners of sin. He would open their eyes and show them who they are - God’s redeemed and loved
children. His message would release them from the oppression of sin, the burden they carried on their
souls. He would bring them the message of freedom.

This is spiritual freedom that the Messiah would bring, not political freedom. This spiritual freedom
is something that is desperately needed by all human beings. We so often hear of the need for political
freedom in our world, but really, that’s the least of our worries. The human race needs freedom from sin.
We are conceived and born sinful. Our sinful nature separates us from our perfect and holy God. It keeps
us captive and unable to enter heaven to be with God. God wants us with Him, and the only way that we
can be with Him is if God sets us free from sin. And that’s what Isaiah was saying. The Messiah would
proclaim the good news that sin had been paid for, that death had been conquered, that now we are
reconciled to God. 

After reading this section of Isaiah, Jesus says some absolutely fantastic words.  “Today this
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  He’s the One who has been anointed by God to do these things.
He is the Messiah.



Part Two: Fulfilled by Christ

Throughout Jesus’ entire public ministry - the time He spent preaching and teaching before His
suffering and death - He proclaimed the good news. He talked about God’s love and His plan for sinners.
He talked about giving His life as a ransom for many. He talked about His suffering and death often, even
though His disciples didn’t really catch the meaning of those words. 

I can’t imagine how many times His listeners had their spirits lifted by the good news that Jesus
brought. How many times did the news that their sins would be forgiven bring comfort to their distressed
souls? How many times did they rejoice when they heard they were truly children of God?

And oh, how they must have rejoiced when they heard and believed that Jesus rose from the dead
after His crucifixion? Remember the two men on the way to the town of Emmaus that first Easter
Sunday? Their hearts burned within them as Jesus talked with them, and after Jesus revealed who He
was, they were so overjoyed that they rushed back to Jerusalem to tell the disciples they had seen the
risen Lord. The sense of freedom, the sense of peace that must have flooded their hearts. Jesus truly
is the Messiah! He did what Isaiah said He would do. Jesus did preach good news to the poor. He did
proclaim freedom for the prisoners, recovery of sight for the blind and release for the oppressed.

He proclaimed the year of the Lord’s favor. What year is that? Each year the gospel is proclaimed.
Or, in other words, right now. Every time Jesus’ message of forgiveness and peace is proclaimed, it is
the year of the Lord’s favor. Now is the time God gives us Jesus’ payment for our sins. Now is the time
He makes us His beloved children by faith in Jesus’ work. 

And that’s a message we still need to hear today.

Part Three: Needed by us today

The devil tries so hard to blind us to the good news that Jesus proclaimed. He tries so hard to
keep us from seeing that He is the One anointed by God to proclaim our freedom from sin and death. 
He tries to distract us with money concerns in life. Do we have enough to pay the mortgage, the car
payment, food for our family and gas for our car? He tries to distract us with health concerns, appeals
to science and perhaps our own friend’s false opinions. He wants us to forget the good news that Jesus
proclaims. 

Plus, we have our own sinful human nature to battle. Our sinful nature at times tries to blind us
and doubt Jesus’ words of freedom and comfort. “I don’t see God’s power in my life. He hasn’t answered
my prayer in the way I want. Is He really there?” Or, we still feel guilty over a sin we committed years ago.
“I don’t feel forgiven. Did God really forgive me for Jesus’ sake?” And then there’s the world, our culture
which so often declares that if you can’t see it or understand it it isn’t true.

We need to hear the fact that Jesus is the Messiah and listen to the good news that He shares
with us. By listening to the Lord, we can look at our lives with clear eyes. We see that He is in charge of
this world and is making all things work out for our spiritual good. We see that He has truly set us free
from sin and guilt over our sins. Jesus paid for them.  We see that we can live joyfully, knowing that we
are loved children of God destined for paradise. We are not at war with God. We are at peace, for He
has done everything necessary for our eternal salvation.

This day, this moment right now, is the year of the Lord’s favor. This is the moment He proclaims
to us His gift of life. This message is for everyone. You, your children, your friends, your neighbor. Jesus
is the Messiah, the Lamb that takes away the sin of the world.  “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.”  Today, once again, we see the Messiah revealed.

AMEN


