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One of the foundational needs in any person’s life is the need to know you belong. Most of us

grew up with that need fulfilled in our families. We always knew who mom and dad were. We took it for
granted that we had a home and that mom and dad loved us. We knew who we were. We knew we
belonged. That need is further met in our adult lives with our jobs. We know what we are - a millworker,
a farmer or an electrician.

But that certainty can be easily shattered. Where do we fit in life when we lose our jobs? Or where
do we fit in when our family life is questioned, like Timmy? In the 4th grade Timmy came home crying one
day. His mom asked him what was wrong. “Jimmy said I was adopted” Timmy said. “He said my real
parents didn’t want me because I was such a loser.” “Oh, honey,” his mom replied, “it’s true you are
adopted, but that’s a good thing! We were so happy that we got to pick you to be part of our family. We
wouldn’t trade you for the world.”  Adoption isn’t something that just happens. Any adoption takes time.
It takes effort. It costs a lot.

As a believer, where do you fit in? Who’s your family and how did you get there?  In today’s text,
Paul reminds us that we do fit in to the family of God because “YOU’RE ADOPTED!” We’ve been
adopted by the Creator, the God of the universe.  Today, our heavenly Father reminds you that you are
a son of God and an heir of paradise. Come with me today and take a look at the facts of your adoption,
ok? Let’s go to the book of Galatians.

Part One: You are a son of God

There was a problem in the congregation that Paul was writing to. A group of Jewish Christians
was trying to convince them that they had to do more than simply believe in Jesus to be good Christians.
They claimed that you also had to follow a few of the Old Testament worship regulations. Not only did
this confuse them, it also made them feel like second class believers. The insinuation was that the
Jewish Christians were better than the Gentile Christians because they followed God’s worship rules. 
On top of that, this threatened to cause the Gentile believers to doubt whether they really were members
of God’s family. 

A few verses before this section Paul lays it out for all of them. He says “You are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus... There is neither Jew nor Greek... you are all one in Christ.”  The
fact of the matter is that every believer is adopted into God’s family. You’re not born a child of God. He
needs to adopt you into His family.

We see the parallels between an earthly adoption process and God’s adoption process. In an
earthly adoption, the parents are the ones who initiate the process. They start the paperwork. They
choose the child, or at least the area from which they would like to adopt. They pay for all the fees and
expenses of the adoption. And finally, they are the ones who come and take the child home. Oh, they
may not choose the date that the child comes home, but they’re ready to receive him when the time
comes. They watch over that child. They give of their time and money to make sure their child grows up
healthy and well adjusted. They treasure that child as if he or she was born to them. That child is
regarded as family.

Do you see the same in God’s adoption of you? He is the One who started the process. He saw
that we could not save ourselves, so He planned the entire adoption. He initiated the process when He
sent Jesus. He chose the date when the process would begin. He pays for all the fees by having Jesus
live a perfect life for us and dying for our sins. He then comes to pick you up from your original sinful
family by giving you a saving faith. He adopts you into His family, having done absolutely everything to
make it happen. Let me repeat Paul’s description of God’s adoption process: “But when the time had
fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law,  5 to redeem those under law, that
we might receive the full rights of sons.”

Now, what does Paul mean when he says we receive the full rights of sons? A little background
might help. During Paul’s time, only sons could inherit stuff. Women in Paul’s day were regarded as
second class citizens. They couldn’t inherit a dime from their parents. Paul is stating that every believer,



male or female, slave or free, had the exact same inheritance from their heavenly Father. Every believer
had the full rights to everything with which God blesses His children. All of His love. All of His grace. All
of His mercy. To the Gentile believers in Galatia, this meant that they were not second class believers.
Everyone, whether Jew or Greek, had been adopted into God’s family. They were equals.

It’s a lesson we need to review often. We are tempted to sometimes think that God loves us more
simply because of our background. Our parents were believers. We’ve grown up worshiping and serving
God. We’ve made Him an integral part of our lives, so we are tempted to think that God loves us more
than a new believer who hasn’t done all the things we’ve done for our Lord. But remember. When it
comes to believers, we are all adopted. We all are sons of God and we all receive the same inheritance.

Part Two: You are an heir of paradise

Do we always appreciate what that means? Years ago a family gathered to hear the will of their
dad read.  One son received the house and the antique car their dad had restored. The daughter
received all the cash in her dad’s bank account. The youngest son received a book. Oh, he was
disappointed! He took that book home and bitterly complained to his wife. “This is all I got from Dad?”
Trying to comfort him, she said “Why don’t we look at the book? Maybe there’s something special about
it.” So, they both opened the pages and an envelope fell out. In that envelope was a document declaring
that the youngest son was now the controlling owner of one of the biggest auto parts manufacturer in the
state. Once he realized the value of that book, he appreciated the inheritance his father had given him.

All of us, in a sense, have received a book as our inheritance. It’s the Bible. But do we always
appreciate what our heavenly Father has put in it?  Oh, there are some things that are evident right now.
The Bible tells us that as God’s children we have His loving attention. We have His guidance. We have
His forgiveness for each and every sin that we commit. We know that no matter where we go here on
earth that He is with us. We trust that He is working all things our for our spiritual good, no matter how
dicey life seems to be at times. 

But that’s only part of our inheritance. The best is yet to come. Paradise is guaranteed to all whom
God has chosen to be part of His family. And what a grand event it will be when we’re all gathered
together in heaven and enjoying all that He has planned for us. What will we inherit then? A lifetime
without end and without sin! A perfect body, no pain or disease.  Joys beyond understanding. Endless
time to visit with fellow believers and the Lord Himself. I can almost imagine our heavenly Father saying
to us “Just wait. The best is yet to come.” And it’s guaranteed. No one can take it away from us.

So, how do we respond? Well, think of your dad if he is still with us. We want our dads to be proud
of us. They do so much for us and we love them for all that they do. That desire for our dads to be proud
of us keeps us from many sins. We ask ourselves “What would dad think if I ...?” Our heavenly Father
has done so much for us. We want Him to be proud of us. We want Him to know how much we
appreciate His gifts. So, we repent of our sins and strive to follow His will. We know that no matter what,
His love and His gifts will always be ours. With God there are no “take backs.”

The reason we can have such trust, such hope in our inheritance is because it doesn’t depend
on us. God does it all. He is the One who had Jesus suffer and die for our sins. He is the One who
credits Jesus’ perfect life to us. He is the One who sends the Holy Spirit to create a saving faith in us and
keep us in that faith through His Word. He is the One who is directing the events of our lives to benefit
us spiritually. He is the One who sent “the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out,
“Abba, Father.”  God is our dear Father, one we trust and depend on.

So, enter this new year with peace. “YOU’RE ADOPTED!”  You know where you fit in. You know
you are a son of God. You know you are an heir of paradise. You know your heavenly Father will never
abandon you. Go with confidence, knowing that your loving Father will always, always watch over you
and protect you. As the hymn says “Go my children with my blessing, never alone.”

AMEN


