
10 a.m. Beans & Rice bagging (please bring measuring cups)
12 p.m. Pizza and Salad Lunch for service workers
1 p.m. Historical Walk led by Elinor Christiansen – from the place where the idea of our church
began to the first place folks gathered and more. Hear the stories that led us to be who and
where we are!
2-5 p.m. 1947 on Screen. The film “42” (which took place in 1947) will be shown in the
sanctuary, and “Miracle on 34th Street” will be shown in the Welcome Center. Choose a movie
to watch and then discuss what has changed and what hasn’t since the year our church began.
5-7:30 p.m. Food Trucks with the live band, Groundcover!

We will have a BBQ and a Gelato Food Truck to purchase items, a community table for us
to enjoy a beautiful fall evening, and welcome our neighbors and church community to
celebrate with us!

10 a.m. Our Celebration Worship Service will include a slide show of photos from our 75 years
of history and videos from former staff members. Rev. Mark Sirnic will participate in worship
and Rev. Selena will lead us in dreaming together. 
11:30 a.m. Enjoy a Potluck Lunch, Gratitudes, Kirk Trivia and Oral History.

Come celebrate with us this weekend as we serve, remember and delight in who we have been and
who God is calling us to be! Invite friends and family! 

Saturday, October 1

Sunday, October 2

After worship we will gather for a special lunch in the lower level. Protein and cake will be provided,
but we invite everyone to bring a side or dessert to share. We will eat together, play Kirk Trivia, led
by Christine Dunning, and Elinor Christiansen will read the history of the Kirk of Bonnie Brae she
has created.

To help us get an accurate count for these events, we ask that you register HERE or under the Get
Involved section of our website. 

75th Anniversary Events 
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https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/get-involved/75th-anniversary-registration


Dear Kirk,

The time is here! We are just days away from celebrating our 75th 
Anniversary. I am so thankful for the team that has been working on 
this event for the past 9 months and I hope you will fully engage in 
all the activities offered. The most significant part of this preparation 
for me is reflecting on what the Kirk has meant to so many different 
people. The Kirk has grown and changed and matured and questioned 
and wondered and adjusted and corrected and considered and shifted 
again and again as the world has changed, but also along with the people who are the church. 

There was a time that the Kirk of Bonnie Brae didn’t include even one of us who are now the church.
(We lost the last surviving founding member of the Kirk in 2020, Rosemary McGibbon.) Those who
went before us dreamed of a church that they needed but also that we would need. Now it is our turn
to dream of and for the future. What will the world need from the Kirk in another 75 years? Or even in
25 years when we celebrate our 100th anniversary? 

There are more questions than answers (as there usually are!) and yet we get to do what those who
went before us did; to faithfully, hopefully give and dream, pray and love, serve and listen, sing and
grow! We too are called to prepare for a future not our own. That is why we celebrate anniversaries,
looking back inspires us to look forward with gratitude and with hope.

Happy 75 Years Kirk! 

Selena

From Your Pastor

Worship in October
October 2: 75th Anniversary Celebration!!!
Worship will include words from Rev. Mark Sirnic 
who served the Kirk from 1993-2013, a slide show, 
a message from Rev. Selena, multiple choir pieces 
and so much more! Scripture is Isaiah 65:17-25 as 
we reflect on Roots to Branches.

October 9: “Where Are They?” - A reflection on Luke 17:11-19 as we consider the value of our
gratitude and worship.

October 16: Luke 18:1-8, The road to justice. How do we get there? 

October 23: Worship led by the Anti-Racism Team. Scripture is Jeremiah 22:1-5 with words from Cam
Camilli, Wyndol Furman and Beth Sherry.

October 30: Luke 19:1-10 - The Zacchaeus story.
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Connect With The Kirk Online
For Sunday Worship on YouTube, click HERE

Or you can click the button on the front page of our WEBSITE

For DIG, Conversations with Scripture, Sacred Conversations, or other 

Kirk meetings, connect on Zoom by clicking HERE

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzKosUNlc7pAcYQvtX4a1NyH743j5arla
https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09


Anti-Racist Voting
OCTOBER 9, SAVE THE DATE! Each year, the Anti-Racism

team presents an analysis and leads a discussion on state

and local ballot issues. This year, we are excited that it will

be a joint event with Absolute Word Church. Due to their

Sunday worship time, we will meet at 1:30 p.m. We invite all

who would prefer not to drive home and back to join us in

going out to lunch after the Kirk’s worship service.

Women's Retreat
October 14-16

All who identify as women are invited to
a weekend of poetry, discussion, art,
nature and community at the La Foret
Conference and Retreat Center. 
This 2-night retreat is $125, which
includes food and lodging, beginning
with dinner on Friday night. If you need
a scholarship or special lodging, please
reach out to Selena ASAP. You can
register on our website HERE. 

'New to the Kirk' Gathering
If you are new to the Kirk (which is a relative term due to

COVID!) and want to know more about our church, get to

know our staff, our programs and each other and explore what

membership looks like - then plan to stay after worship on

Sunday, October 9. We will have some snacks, lots of

information and space for questions! 

Please RSVP to kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org by October 5. 
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The fall stewardship campaign is set to start on October 30th and run for three weeks, ending on

November 11th, when we will be collecting pledge cards and gifts. The theme for our campaign is

“The Kirk of...” as we continue  our 75th Anniversary Event theme. We hope to build on the success

of our 2022 campaign (our goal was $135,000 last year) and look forward to sharing more about the

campaign in the weeks ahead. In the interim, if you have any questions you can always contact Rev.

John Davidson or Ellen Campos about your current pledge or about making a pledge for the

upcoming 2023 campaign. 

Stewardship Campaign
As we prepare for our 75th Anniversary Celebration, we are also excited

to launch our annual Stewardship Campaign and link the events together.  

Over the past few  weeks, it has been wonderful to read so many of the

75th Anniversary Poems from  members of our congregation, and to hear

about ‘why’ they value the Kirk and its ministry.

https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=42471ccd-5612-4a63-9632-6ba15fbcd571
mailto:kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org


There are big plans for our youth this year that
include service projects, retreats at La Foret and a
Service Learning Trip this Summer! To ensure that
everyone can attend, the youth group will host a
Bake Sale fundraiser! The youth will each choose
their best baked good and together create a sign-up
sheet. They will take preorders on October 23 and
30 (samples on the 30th!) and deliver orders on
November 20 just before Thanksgiving. 
All proceeds will help fund our youth ministries!

Fall Retreat (6th-12th Grade) October 28-30
This will be an exciting weekend for Middle and High School youth to explore

their beliefs and strengthen friendships within their church and the Rocky

Mountain Conference (UCC) community! This experience normally includes

games, outdoor exploration, music, art, a dance, and all kinds of fun that relate

back to a faith theme for the weekend. You can register HERE.

Collecting for the New Genesis Shelter
The youth are focusing on justice, compassion and cultural

humility this year as we prepare for a service trip in June. We will

be doing several educational and service projects as we get

ready. You can help us with our second project! We will collect

items for the men in the New Genesis shelter to be delivered on

November 27. We need hygiene items, twin blankets, sheets and

pillows, soap, shampoo, laundry detergent, toothbrushes,

toothpaste, Kleenex, razors, shaving cream, deodorant, combs,

towels and more. Thank you for your help!

Children’s Choir!
We are gathering children ages 5 and up to be a
part of our Kirk Children’s Choir. They will meet
after worship to work on songs to be sung during
the Christmas Play on December 11 and during
the Choir Cantata on December 18. 
Practices after worship will be on:

For information or questions, please contact Greg Cook at greg@gregorycooke.com.

October 16
November 13
December 10 (Saturday)

October 23
December 4
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https://laforet.venue360.me/public/events/homepage?event=85
mailto:greg@gregorycooke.com


Do you ever have questions after hearing a sermon on Sunday?
Do you ever want to know a little more about what worship
will be about before you arrive at church? Every Tuesday at 
1 p.m. a group gathers in person in the Welcome Center and 
on Zoom to discuss the scripture that will be the focus of our
upcoming service. We will read the text, ask questions of it,
and learn more about it to prepare for the sermon we will

Conversations with Scripture…
and the Sermon

hear the following Sunday. All are welcome to join!    
                                                                  *See the worship section in this newsletter for the scriptures to be discussed.

DIG into Scripture and Community!

Children ages 3-10 will gather in the lower level and learn from Jackie
Kendall-Gebel, while our older children ages 11-17 will be taught by Josh
Pele, Heather Goetsch and Eva Gebel.
Adults will be both in person in the Welcome Center and on Zoom, and we  
 are reading Holy Chaos by Amanda Henderson. 
Childcare is available during this time for those ages 0-3 in the nursery. 

Every Sunday morning we have an opportunity to DIG deeper into our faith and 
our relationships with God and each other! 9 a.m. on Sundays is our Faith
Formation Hour! 

Special Offering, October 9
Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering that supports
works of justice and compassion in the United States and
abroad. Two-thirds of the Neighbors In Need receipts
support program initiatives and direct grants offered
through the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries.
Recent grants were given to:

Mobile residency people in the LGBTQ community who are no longer welcome at home in South
Carolina.
A place of hospitality, support, and hope on the Mexican side of the border for people who find
themselves deported from the United States.
Houston teens learn wage activism and advocate for a $15 minimum wage.

You can contribute to NIN during worship on October 9 or anytime in October online HERE or on
our website in the Donate section.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09
https://www.amazon.com/Holy-Chaos-Creating-Connections-Divisive/dp/0827215150
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z62S/campaign/C-108R7


COUNCIL ACTIVITIES by Mark Dutell 
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Greg, fresh off of a brainstorming meeting with several choir and Council members, joined the
meeting and provided an overview of the goals for our music ministry. Those goals include
continuing to broaden participation in the music ministry, exploring new music and variety in music,
and finding ways for the music ministry to participate in community outreach opportunities.

John also joined the meeting and led the Council in an engaging discussion on the Kirk’s stewardship
ministry. We reviewed examples of stewardship campaigns and communications from other
organizations, as well as previous stewardship campaigns at the Kirk. You will be hearing and seeing
the fruit of those discussions in the next month.

Council also received an update on the results of the performance review for Selena that Donna
Furman and I coordinated for the Council. The bottom line is that Selena’s performance is… 
wait for it… Extraordinary! The discussion became one of sustainability. What can we as a Council
and as a congregation do to help ensure this exceptional leader is provided an environment that
nurtures and supports her personal and professional growth? You will hear more about Council’s
response to this challenge as we develop budgets and plans for 2023.

Robert Bowles led the meeting closing. Robert shared his appreciation for the support Tim Ward and
Ann Karlberg have provided recently in creating the demonstration garden. If you have missed the
announcements and information about this endeavor, please ask about this exciting and educational
Green Justice initiative. 

It was a good month to be a Council member. We focused almost exclusively on the big picture with
our talented staff and supporting their outstanding work living into the Kirk mission to explore depth
in relationship with God, earth, and community through engaged faith and social justice. 

Yours in Service, 

Mark Dutell

The September Council meeting was dedicated to communicating,
connecting, and collaborating with Jackie Kendall-Gebel, Greg
Cooke, and John Davidson, who shared their upcoming plans for
the ministries they lead at Kirk. Jackie provided a written report of
the programming she and her support group of volunteers plan to
offer our children, youth and their parents in the coming months.
There is much more going on in the Children’s Moment we
children of all ages enjoy as part of our weekly worship! Look 
for announcements on this programming through our usual
communications channels. 
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Is there enough food in the United States?  According to the USDA, we waste 30-40 percent of our

food in the U.S. (about 108 billion pounds or 103 billion meals). Food also accounts as the most

significant component in landfills, which does NOT include the wasted food that falls off our

backyard apple trees or grape vines. According to Ample Harvest, 11.5 billion pounds of garden

produce is wasted per year. Around 38 million people are food insecure in the U.S. and it seems like

we could help do something about this!

Urban Foraging submitted by Jackie Kendall-Gebel

The Biblical ethic of gleaning addresses this idea. In

Deuteronomy and Leviticus, farmers are told to leave

the edges of the field and leave extra for those in need.

The book of Ruth explains how she manages to feed

herself and her mother-in-law through gleaning.

So let’s help make this happen! The Kirk has done “Urban

Foraging” for several years. We find a neighbor who

needs their produce harvested, and we harvest it to

share. We contribute some directly to food banks and

resource centers. We have harvested and shared thousands of pounds of apples, grapes and even

some tomatoes and zucchini. We will be looking for opportunities to urban forage so stay tuned for

upcoming volunteer requests!

It's easy to donate through your King Soopers Rewards card:
    Step 1: Login to your King Soopers account online 
    Step 2: Search “Community Rewards”
    Step 3: If you are not currently enrolled, search Kirk of Bonnie Brae, when you see it, click enroll.

Then login to your account as often as you like to see how much of your grocery bill is coming to the
Kirk. Thank you!

Free Ways to Give

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
The Mission Committee has teamed up with the Merrill Middle School
Community to make 45 needed Thanksgiving baskets. These baskets
will be distributed directly to school families. If you'd like to
participate, you can sign-up through the link HERE and bring the items
to church before November 11, 2022. There will be a box with signage
for you to drop off your items. Leigh Plue will bring all the food items to
the school on the delivery date. They also have slots to sign-up if you
want to help put the baskets together. Hopefully, we have made this a
simple process for this effort that has a huge impact. If you have any
questions or problems, please email Leigh at lwplue@aol.com. Many
thanks in advance to all who are to support our neighbors! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4baaaa2ba2fc1-thanksgiving
mailto:lwplue@aol.com


Nov. 20: Deck the Halls

Dec. 11: Children’s Christmas Program

Dec. 18: Choir Cantata

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Worship, 5:30 p.m.

Jan. 29: Annual Meeting

Jun. 25-30: Youth Service Learning Trip

Save These Dates!

Youth Ministry Highlights
Oct. 1, 10am-12pm, Beans and Rice bagging for food bank
Oct. 28-30, Youth fall retreat at La Foret, register HERE.                                                                                
 (You can request a scholarship through the church for up to half of the cost.)
Oct. 30, Brainstorming the Christmas play which the youth will develop and direct. Fundraiser
bake sale preordering, please bring some samples to share during coffee hour.
Nov. 6, Christmas play work, and start collecting hygiene products for the New Genesis shelter.
Nov. 20, Christmas play work, bring preordered baked goods. Make cookies this week for the
New Genesis shelter. Meeting for starting the Senior High OWL sexuality course.
Nov. 27, Trip to the New Genesis Shelter downtown. Please RSVP, parents and other family
members are encouraged to attend as well.
Dec. 11, THE CHRISTMAS PLAY!

 
Longer Term: In May, “Pentecost” the musical. In June, a service trip to Kansas City or Albuquerque.
 
Please mark your calendars, Jackie will be adding some other events, so please watch for her emails!

(contact Jackie for the full schedule)

Happy October Birthdays!
10/01 Dave Howard

10/05 Rachel Kriescher

10/07 Cam Short-Camilli

10/07 Johnny Brindle           

10/18 Kevin Jenkyns

10/22  Claire Ulrickson 

10/25  Kevin Knol 

10/28  Lynda Peterson

10/29  Bonnie Carmean

10/31  Amanda Trudel 
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*If we have missed your birthday, please let us
know by emailing kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org

https://www.laforet.org/ucc-camps
mailto:kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org

