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Dear Kirk,

A year ago at this time we lived in a different world, but also the same one. Of course we didn’t know

what COVID was, we never imagined we would would not be gathered together in the sanctuary for

months on end, but one thing we did know was that there were deep divides among us and we as a

followers of Jesus were called to build bridges. 

November might be the month that some people don’t shave (No shave November) or that others

offer a daily gratitude or that some jump straight into Christmas, but last year we engaged worship

and study as “Thanksgiving preparedness.” I don’t know what your thanksgiving will look like but I

imagine regardless of covid there will be gatherings of some sort, or zoom feasts or outdoor winter

dining. We also know that this month is an election, and our divides are deeper even than they were a

year ago. Into this, I stumbled upon a film series by Anglican Priest and anti-apartheid veteran, Rene

August called “Creating Bigger Stories.” Those words gave me pause because that is what our

scripture calls us to do – to tell, to listen for bigger stories. So often we are told a single story but the

stories of God are always bigger than one version, one experience, one perspective. 

In November we will engage the work of telling bigger stories and listening for them. I don’t know

what will happen this month with the election or covid or fires or schools or the economy but I do

know the story is always bigger than what we see on the news. The story we are living, no matter how

broken and scary is always a story of God which is to say a story of love, resilience, spirit, and hope.

Join us this month as we tell and listen for the bigger stories in these moments as in the past and the

future.

Selena

Kirk of Bonnie Brae
November Newsletter

From the Pastor

Sunday, November 1 is All Saints Sunday. As is our tradition we will read the names of those lost to
the Kirk community in the past year and light a candle for each one. We invite you to prepare your
worship stations with 4 candles to light along with us. After we remember the four from our
congregation you will be invited to write the names of other saints of your life and offer gratitude for.
So please bring a paper and pen to worship as well.

All Saints Sunday



November 1: All Saints Sunday: Telling Bigger Stories: Who Tells Your Story, Matthew 23:1-12. 
Prepare your Sacred Space with 5 candles (one for the light of Christ and 4 for All Saints’

Remembrance) as well as Communion Elements. This is a Communion Sunday where we share

Communion together during worship. 

November 8 Telling Bigger Stories: Opening the Narrative and Bible Presentation, Amos 5:18-24

November 15 Telling Bigger Stories: The Gift of Contradiction

November 22 Rocky Mountain Conference Thanksgiving Worship

November 29 Worship with 6th Avenue UCC: Stories of Waiting.
Kirk storytellers will be Kelly Hobbs-Perry and Mark Dutell

Worship in November

Our Sunday services will be offered online only throughout the

month of November. We will continue to sing, pray, share,

praise and grow even when we cannot be together in one

place. To connect to our Sunday Worship services go to

https://zoom.us/j/6353601111pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2p

QOGowYURCZz09

Meeting ID: 6353601111; Password: 303 777 0343

      OR

To connect by phone, call 1 669 900 6833 then enter Meeting

ID: 6353601111; Password: 303 777 0343

      OR

Watch on facebook (no account needed) at

https://www.facebook.com/KirkBonnieBrae/

Worship is at 10 a.m. every Sunday. You may login up to 15

minutes early to make sure you are connected in time.

Connect with Virtual Worship

COVID Response Team Update
The Kirk COVID Response Team met this month to discern the Kirk’s virtual status for the coming

months including Advent and Christmas. Due to the current increase in cases, this team and the Kirk

Council determined that no changes will be made to our current status of hosting all worship

services online only with special services (such as memorial services) permitted following the city

and state guidelines of masks, distancing and small groups. 

We will be opening our building for families for Deck the Halls and Advent Prayer stations. See the

advent section for more information. If you have questions or concerns the Kirk Covid Response

Team is Mark Dutell, Ann Karlberg and Rev. Selena Wright.



Continuing a practice initiated last year, the Council has identified a
Staff Appraisals Team that will be meeting with all of our staff this
month to review goals set last year and create goals for the upcoming
year. The purpose is to create healthy systems to support and
encourage staff as they support the entire church in pursuing our
collective mission. Mark Dutell and Betsy Vaninetti are coordinating
the process and will be contacting a cross section of members to solicit
their input for these appraisals. We also welcome your input of
affirmations and areas of growth for our staff and can email Betsy and
Mark.

Staff Evaluations

Happy Birthday!
11/02   Chase Quimby             11/09   Patrick Wright            11/10   Kennedy Perry                     
11/13   Don Zimmerman        11/14   Greg Cooke                  11/14   Eva Gebel                  
11/15   Rich Rowland                11/20   Dana Marlowe           11/21   Jan Hoban                  
  11/21   Elinor Christiansen    11/24   Melissa Sheehan     11/25   Maureen Dutell         
11/27   Michael Dunn             

Thank you to everyone who participated in our 2020 Stewardship Campaign:
Together For Joy. As we face the impact and uncertainty of Covid-19, it was
great to hear from Pastor Selena about the impact our church makes in our
community and to see all the comments on social media in response to the
prompts and questions. We celebrated our fundraising and pledging Sunday
on 10/25 in worship, and we are in the process of collecting pledge cards
(electronically and physically). Thank you to everyone who has already
submitted their pledge, and we are excited about the early response, as we
try to reach our Goal of $135,000. We know not everyone will be able to
continue, or increase, their pledge for 2021, and we are thankful to everyone
who makes a commitment and for those who are 'stepping up' (based on the
chart in our campaign flyer. If you have any questions about the campaign or
would like to make your commitment please contact Rev. Selena or Ellen
Campos, our Treasurer.  - Rev. John Davidson

Stewardship

The Children's Christmas play will take place remotely this year. Jackie is
already working hard on this special project. If you would like to participate,
please talk to Jackie as soon as possible. We are planning to share our
finished efforts for the December 13th worship service.

Children's Play

http://gmail.com/
http://aol.com/
http://kirkofbonniebrae.org/
http://cr-a.com/


Conversations with Scripture
One of the most oft repeated scriptures comes from Micah 6:8: “What
does the Lord require of you? But to do justice, to seek kindness and to
walk humbly with your God.” Powerful words. Have you ever wondered
their context? Who Micah was? What Micah’s world looked like? What
injustice was Micah speaking against? Our Tuesday Bible Study is reading
the book of Micah and we would love for you to join us at 2 p.m.– the
same zoom link that we use for worship. 
November 3: Micah 2; November 10: Micah 3; November 17: Micah 4
No Meeting on Nov. 24

Theology on Tap
November 8 at 4 p.m.: A Theology for an Anti-Racist Thanksgiving
Indigenous Theology. Join us as we look at the Thanksgiving Narrative through
an anti-racist lens and listen to the UCC's Council of American Indian's
Ministries approach and partnerships with Indigenous Theology considering
this quote by Donald Gall and more: “But what was really on the table at that
first Thanksgiving besides venison and turkey? The other menu was the
question of human nature, the understanding of humanity’s relationship to the
natural world, the process of knowledge, the meaning of creation and the use of
symbols for communication.”  Join us!

As restrictions increase across our state we celebrate that we have found
ways to have fun together in safe ways! Join us on Friday, November 13 for
Kirk Game Night! Login to Zoom (same login as Worship) at 7 p.m. for an
hour of laughter and fun!

Kirk Game Night

We will continue to read Debby Irving’s, Waking Up White this month. We will
gather on Zoom this Sunday, Nov. 1 at 1:30 p.m. and again on November 15 at
1:30 p.m. All are welcome to join us in the discussion as we address racism within
us so we can address racism in our world.

Non-Fiction Book Group

Our second book group that reads fiction will be discussing The Water Dancer by
Ta-Nehisi Coates on Sunday, November 29 at 1 p.m. Grab the book and join us for
the discussion!

Fiction Book Group



The season of Advent begins November 29. Advent is a special time

each year as we await the birth of the Christ Child by hanging the

greens, lighting advent candles, music, children's play and more.

Since we will not be able to gather together in person the Kirk staff and

volunteers are letting the creativity flow including a virtual Christmas

Play, DIY Advent Wreaths, and more.

In the coming weeks we will be making announcements that Advent

"prepare" kits will be available at the Kirk for pick-up or delivery. A box

will be made for each household with supplies for making an advent

wreath, Christmas Eve Candles, and an Advent devotional. 

Advent at the Kirk

As our sanctuary is a holy place always and especially at Christmas, we will
invite all Kirk families to sign up for a time to be in the sanctuary for Advent
prayer stations. Prayer stations will be set up throughout the sanctuary for
you and your family to journey through together with Carols playing and the
Christmas tree lit. Make a commitment in this strange year to engage your
faith in your preparedness for Christmas. Spaces are available December
18-24.  You can sign up for a time HERE or by emailing
kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org

Sanctuary Prayer Stations

As the days grow shorter, the shadows of loss and grief
seem to grow longer. Each year during the holiday season
we join with nearby UCC churches for a service to
acknowledge the pain and lean into God's light. 
We will gather with 6th Ave. UCC, Wash Park UCC and
others on Sunday, December 20 on Zoom. Login details in
the December newsletter. Mark your calendar for this
service and invite those you know who need space created
for suffering amidst the holidays to join you.

Blue Christmas

December 24 at 5:3o p.m. we will gather on Zoom and Facebook for a
virtual Christmas Eve Worship. Join us for a time of carols, and candle light.
If you know that you will have extended family with you for Christmas eve,
please the office know how many candles you need by November 20. 

Christmas Eve Worhsip

http://bit.ly/KirkAdvent


For many years we during the holidays we have collected gifts for local non-

profits to be provided to children in need. This year the Kirk Mission Team is

excited to partner with our new renters: Hope and Home, to help the foster

children they serve have a wonderful Christmas holiday. We will be collecting

NEW, UNWRAPPED gifts for these children ages 0-18 beginning this month

through December 14. The foster parents will be able to come into their shop

and pick out gifts for the children in their care. 

Deck the Hall

Mission Christmas: Hope and Home

The Green Justice Team’s focus this year has been on the 5 R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Refuse and

Rot. All of these contribute to living a sustainable life where we celebrate Earth Day Everyday. The

past two years we have invited the Kirk community to participate in gift giving that supports our earth

and our neighbors (remember our gifts of trees and water filtration systems for partners in Fondwa,

Haiti). This year we are focused closer to home and invite the church to join us in giving the gift of

sustainable energy through Energy Outreach Colorado. Your gift of $30 will provide energy to a local

home in need for one month (due to their resources and efforts toward sustainable energy use). 

You may purchase this as a gift through our donate page and we will email you a gift card to give to

your loved one letting them know the gift you bought them that gives to others. *Be sure to include

your email when you make your donation. If you have questions, contact Ann at

peddlinuphill@earthlink.net

Since we are not worshipping in person you can get your gift to them by:
1. Emailing the church office at kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org to schedule a drop off time
2. Request a pick-up also by contacting the church office by December 3. 
For some ideas of gifts Hope and Home made an Amazon Wishlist you can find here: Hope and Home
Wishlist. Gift cards are also accepted and encouraged for older children.

Powered By Love

Everything about this year is different but there are some traditions we
cannot let go of. Each year prior to the first Sunday of Advent,
volunteers decorate the church for Christmas. Although we are not
gathering together during this season, there will be offerings in the
Sanctuary during Advent for individuals to engage in addition to
hosting our livestream from there each week. Therefore we are asking
volunteers to sign up to help prepare the space for the holidays.

We will only be decorating the sanctuary and so we are looking for
households who are quarantined together to come and do a specific
part of the set up. See this link to our sign up genius to sign up for a
particular decorating job and please specify the time so we ensure the
building is open for you and that no one else plans to be there. Thank
you so much for helping us create a sacred Christmas space! Sign up
HERE

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3TWTE56EG7XHR/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex?fbclid=IwAR2TblSOd7B7sVdP63qgRXbnwtotq9kubKyVARDN6DAwcCUPmhfMNti7xBw
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A49A9AD2EA6FF2-decorate


Something new, something old, a few surprising products made from recycled materials. 
Yes, aluminum cans are recycled to create more cans, glass bottles are recycled into new glass
bottles, but did you know:
Asphalt: The asphalt you drive on may contain rubber from tires and reused asphalt from roof
shingles. The paint and reflectors used to help you navigate these roads may also contain
recycled materials, like glass.
Cat Litter: Some of the best quality cat litter currently on the market contains old newspapers
and other recycled paper products.  Because of its recycled content, this sustainable alternative
to clay-based litter produces less dust and is more
economical to produce.
Toothbrushes: While you may balk at the thought of a reused toothbrush, brush handles made
from discarded yogurt cups and other plastics are cheaper to manufacture and are perfectly
sanitary. Currently, all toothbrush bristles are made from new materials, but in the
future they may contain hygienically reused items as well.
Sporting Equipment: When you participate in your favorite pastime, you may also be supporting
sustainable manufacturing. Many types of sports balls, including tennis and golf balls, include
recycled rubber or plastic. Additionally, aluminum baseball bats may contain push pins, license
plates and other reused metal items.

Recycle

Refuse
When ordering takeout consider saying, “no” to…
Sauce Packets, packets of sugar salt/pepper, and plastic and wooden drink stirrers.

Reuse
For food leftovers you don’t know what to do with – gain some inspiration from the Love Your
Leftovers app.

Rot
Composting your food waste is a good way to keep organic material out of the landfill. In
previous “rot” tips, we have discussed backyard composting and vermi-composting (worm bins).
Another fun way to compost is using a bokashi bin and some activator mix. The key is the
activator which begins a process of fermentation that produces soil friendly microbes, yeast and
fungi. Indoor and outdoor plants thrive on such enriched soil! Bokashi composting is simple:
throw all your kitchen food scraps into an indoor compost bucket, sprinkle a tablespoon of
bokashi bran mixture on top, repeat daily until the bucket is full, close the lid and let it ferment for
about 2 weeks. No fuss, no mess, no smell! Bury the final product in your garden or potting
containers. For more information on bokashi composting, click this link HERE.

Reduce your travel by car (which the COVID-19 crisis has already been making a reality) by 1 trip
per week by choosing to walk, bike, combine errands, or take mass transit (while wearing a mask).

Reduce

Earth Day Everyday! Each month we will include tips to help you live out the 5 R’s for a sustainable
life. Can you incorporate one or all of these tips into your commitment to make Earth Day Everyday!

Green Justice Team




