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The Tween Time

When I was in College at the University of Northern Colorado I often attended First Christian, Greeley.

After attending for a few months I mentioned to the Associate Pastor that we needed a group for

College students or folks post high-school, young adults. We came up with a group called the Tweens,

most of us were privileged college students and described ourselves as being in an in-between time. We

considered it an important time after high-school and before we went into full time work and careers. An

important time of discovery, of laying bear our realities, of learning, preparation, becoming something

separate but still connected to the family that raised us; as we examined and worked to figure out how

the future was calling us. 

The Associate Minister, Rev. Steve Miller, (different  than the rock star of the Steve Miller Band), often

met with us and led us in conversations that emphasized how we all need these Tween times, these times

when we are moving from one season to the next. When we are moving from one reality to the next—but

when we are still spending intentional, fully present time for experiencing and working out what this

time means to us as persons of this world, this community, this life; as well as the future ahead. I believe,

that as the church, we are in a Tween time, not like college students or pre adolescents but, as Rev. Dr.

Melva Sampson, Professor at Wake Forrest School of Divinity reminds us, “the Church that is shifting”.

Shifting from pre- pandemic to post pandemic. For us—a Tween time that includes a time where we are

still in a Pandemic—but moving out of it as we seek to figure out what to do next with even basic

questions and decisions.

For us, a Tween time that includes a Sabbatical, that even in a time of rest and renewal, the church

continues to figure out its calling in a world that is ever changed by this Global Pandemic. For us, a

Tween time that includes beginning to examine and figure out what the church will look like and become

when we are able to move into a fully post pandemic world, for we cannot be the same as we were

before.

So that is why the Tween time is so important. A time for sitting with that which has come before, a time

for grieving that which has been lost in this time, naming that which must be shed or left behind in a new

church reality, a time of reexamining who we are now and what we are moving into as a Church and as a

Community. A time for the possibility of Epiphany where as storyteller and poet Kaitlin B. Curtice writes

and reminds us that: “The journey ahead of me(us) will be different than the one ahead of me (us).” So I

invite us to step into this time of preparation for the journey ahead—during this time of Tween.

Peace, Rev. Sondra Tilsley
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Do you love this church? Do you think that other people would benefit, if not thrive, if they too were

to find out about our Community? Our inclusive faith? Our progressive theology? The depth of

meaning and the fun we have together?

Then we need you! We are gathering a working group to help us name who we are as a church and to

intentionally reach out to welcome new people to our church. This will include a series of gatherings

to brainstorm, think, be creative, put words to experiences and feelings so we can develop a

marketing plan to reach out to friends, neighbors and others who are looking for a church like us. If

you would like to be a part of this working group or are just curious enough to want to know more,

contact Don Drews at dcdin60302@gmail.com.

Our Sunday services will remain online throughout the month of

June, even as some return to the sanctuary. To connect to our

Sunday Worship services go to

https://zoom.us/j/6353601111pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQ

OGowYURCZz09

Meeting ID: 6353601111; Password: 303 777 0343

      OR

To connect by phone, call 1 669 900 6833 then enter Meeting

ID: 6353601111; Password: 303 777 0343

      OR

Watch on facebook (no account needed) at

https://www.facebook.com/KirkBonnieBrae/

Worship is at 10 a.m. every Sunday. You may login up to 15

minutes early to make sure you are connected in time.

Connect with Virtual Worship

Growing our Church

The Kirk on YouTube

Follow our YouTube Channel. If we can get 100 followers we can

have a private url.

If there is a sermon you like or that really impacted you, either from

the past or present, you can share that on your social media or email

a link to a friend or family member you would like to discuss it with.

You can use this as a way to invite others to church. If you have

spoken to someone about our church, you can direct them to a

particular sermon or the youtube channel so they can get a taste of

who we are!

Did you know the Kirk is on YouTube? All of our Sunday sermons are

posted later in the day on Sundays. Some ways to engage with our

YouTube channel:

1.

2.

3.



This month we continue our dive into our Call as the Priesthood of Believers. With our Pastor on

Sabbatical, it is our turn to explore the way God is calling us individually and collectively. This month

we will not only wrestle with our own call but continue to celebrate and learn from the call of others at

the Kirk as they lead us in worship. Please see below the full Calendar of Worship for the Sabbatical

May 30: Green Justice Sunday. Online Only.
 I Timothy 6:17-19, Led by Ann Karlberg & Green Justice Team

June 6: “Called In The Spirit of Unity” In-Person and Online Worship
Ephesians 4:1-6, Led by Rev. Sondra Tilsley

June 13: Anti-Racism Sunday. Online Only
Jeremiah 34:8-18, 21-22, Led by Eva Gebel and the Anti-Racism Team

June 20: “Me? Huh?”In-Person and Online Worship
Exodus 3:1-15, Led by Rev. Sondra Tilsley

June 27: PRIDE Sunday, Online Only with 6th Ave. UCC
 Led by Rev. Sondra Tilsley & Rev. Chris Gilmore

July 4: Children’s Ministry Sunday, Online Only
Psalm 23, Led by Jackie Kendall-Gebel

July 11: In-Person and Online Worship
Exodus 1:15-21, Led by Rev. Sondra Tilsley

July 18: “All Are Called” In-Person and Online Worship.
Jeremiah 1:4-10, Led by Rev. Sondra Tilsley

July 25: Joint UCC Worship. Online Only
Different Zoom Link will be sent out to connect with 8 other UCC Churches.

August 1: Music Ministry Sunday. Online Only.
Psalm 100, Led by Greg Cooke

August 8: In-Person and Online
Luke 1:26-38, Led by Rev. Sondra Tilsley

Sabbatical Schedule

Part of the role of Pastor is to provide pastoral support to the congregation in times of crisis as well

as to keep the congregation connected through relationship and communication. For the 12 weeks

Selena is on Sabbatical a Care Team Leader will provide the connection and communication, while

Rev. Sondra Tilsley will respond as Pastor if there is a crisis. 

There are six Care Teams, each led by a volunteer member of the Kirk who will check in with you one

or two times during the Sabbatical to make sure you are up-to-date on Kirk happenings and to ask if

you have any questions, concerns or are in need of pastoral support. You received an email in May

connecting you with your Care Team Leader so you can reach out to them as needed. If there is a

Pastoral Emergency you can contact your Care Team Leader or reach out directly to Rev. Sondra

Tilsley at revsondra@aol.com or on her cell at 303-249-2015. You can find the list of Care Teams

and Leaders Contact Info HERE and use the password 3037770343 (the same password as Zoom).

Care Teams



With more people receiving vaccinations, the Kirk Covid Response Team and Kirk Council want to
begin a slow return to in-person Worship. We are prioritizing those that have struggled to connect
on zoom but hope there will be enough opportunities that everyone who wants to will have a
chance to worship in person in the coming months. The Kirk has been committed throughout the
Pandemic to 1. Safety and 2. Inclusion. We hope to continue to uphold these values through
protocols to ensure COVID safety as well as a process of registration.

In-Person Worship Plan

06/04   Jackie Kendall-Gebel     06/07  Ellie Smith                     06/10   Selena Wright           
06/13  Ethan Smith                          06/14  Shirley Darling            06/20   Diane Berry               
06/21  Mikki Bowles                       06/22  Elliot Cooke                  06/26  Colin Hacker              
06/30  Elijah Zook

Happy Birthday!

As of right now, we are requiring registration to attend in-person worship. There are 5 remaining

Sundays open to register for worship: June 6, June 20, July 11, July 18, August 8. The remaining

Sundays will be online only.

To register to attend in-person worship – go to http://bit.ly/joinuskirk and sign up or call the church

office at 303-777-0343 to sign up. YOU MUST REGISTER NO LATER THAN NOON ON FRIDAYS.

We are limiting the number of households to 9 at the moment but the council has approved up to 12,

so more reservations may open up throughout the summer. We ask that each household only sign

up for one in-person Sunday per month to allow others to participate. (If you would like to

participate more often, consider volunteering to be a host!)

Once you are registered you will receive a confirmation email that lays out the procedure for

Sunday morning. Think of it as a covenant you are making with the church. Please see the COVID
Protocols on pages 8-9 of this newsletter for the details of that Covenant.

To Register for In-Person Worship:

To make this happen, we need volunteer hosts to arrive early on Sunday mornings to check-in
participants, set up communion, help participants find seats that are open and distanced from
others, dismiss at the end of worship. The volunteers are not counted as a part of the household
limits, as we need two fully vaccinated volunteers each Sunday. We cannot make this work without
hosts to support this process. If you are interested in volunteering to be trained and serve as a host
contact Ann Karlberg at akarlberg0630@outlook.com.

Volunteers Needed!



Conversations with Scripture
What questions do you ask scripture? What questions does scripture ask you?
Every Tuesday at 2 p.m. on Zoom we engage with Scripture in this kind of dialogue.
We are currently reading the Gospel of John. All are welcome to the conversation!
 *Tim Ward will be leading this discussion during Sabbatical on Zoom. You can
reach Tim at tward27@gmail.com.
June 1: John 16
June 8: John 17
June 15: John 18
June 22: John 19:1-24
June 29: John 19:25-42

Theology on Tap
On June 13 at 4 p.m. we will gather on in the playground at the Kirk for Theology
on Tap. Paul Kreischer will guide our conversation. Please remember to wear a
mask and bring a lawn chair and a beverage to enjoy.

Every Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. a group gathers to DIG deeper into
scripture, spirit, and relationship with each other. We are currently
studying the book of Acts. Login to Zoom at 8:30! DIG concludes at
9:15 a.m. so if you are attending in person worship, you should still be
able to arrive to worship on time.
*Cam Camilli will host DIG during Sabbatical. You can reach Cam at
camcamilli@msn.com.
June 6: Do You Believe in Magic? Acts 19:1-20
June 13: Paul’s Last Words to the Ephesians, Acts 20:17-38
June 20: Paul’s (Yet Another) Day in Court, Acts 25:1-12
June 27: Once More With Feeling, Acts 26

DIG

As we are finding ways to engage in and through COVID, we will
bring back Food Truck nights this summer in partnership with
the Cory Merrill Neighborhood Association. This year Food
Trucks will be pick up only and the building will not be open, but
we will welcome food trucks into our parking lot. Diane and Joe
Berry are leading the effort this summer. Summer Food Truck
Nights will be: June 8, June 22, July 13, July 27, August 10, and
August 24, from 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Food Trucks



In the May church council meeting we read a Harvard Business Review Article (quite an intellectual

group wouldn’t you agree?) on the growth opportunities for organizations experiencing a sabbatical

in a key leader’s role. With two whole days of experience under our belts with the Pastor’s

sabbatical, the Council reviewed again organizational and programing plans and the opportunities to

demonstrate leadership. It will be an exciting opportunity for growth.

The Council also discussed feedback from two Sundays of Hybrid worship and agreed to make no

changes in the current plan with a commitment to put this on the Council agenda again in June in

recognition of the dynamic and fast changing environment for COVID protocols in the state and the

city of Denver.

The Council also approved delegates to the Rocky Mountain Conference annual meeting that will

occur the week of June 7th. The Conference meeting will be virtual, there is no fee to participate and

includes a key note speaker with a national reputation as a civil right activist. Contact Mark Dutell if

you are interested in participating in the Conference meeting.

Mark Dutell

May Council Activities:
Sabbatical begins, Hybrid worship review, Rocky
Mountain Conference Annual Meeting

Looking for something fun before the beginning of the 4th of July

holiday? The Mission committee of the Kirk and the Hope and Home

Foster Care agency that is renting offices in our building are planning a

Kirk parking lot carnival for the agency’s foster families on Friday, July

2 in the afternoon. We will set up booths of games, grill hotdogs, give

out prizes, and all that carnival fun. We need volunteers to set up and

run booths and other participants to make this a successful event.  And

don’t worry, our parking lot carnival will accommodate the guidelines

for COVID-19 such as social distancing, masking and hand sanitizers. 

 Please, consider your own ability to contribute and enjoy! To

Volunteer, contact Vicki Wright at vswright48@hotmail.com

4th of July Carnival

RMC Annual Celebration
The Rocky Mountain UCC Conference is hosting their Annual Celebration Monday, Jun 7, 2021,
8:30 AM – Sunday, Jun 13, 2021, 12:00 PM MDT. We need two voting delegates from the Kirk. If
you would like to participate and represent the Kirk please contact Mark Dutel at
MGates1125@aol.com.  For more information about the Celebration and the Keynote Speaker,
please visit their website HERE.



We all know that climate change is real and threatens our future, but what can we do to solve it? As a

global society, there are many changes that must be made, but can our individual choices make a

difference? Yes, they can! Reimagining the way humanity relates to the Earth starts with

reimagining our own personal lifestyles.

During the coming months, the Green Justice Team will be sharing many ideas for changes you can

make to live more sustainably and have fun in the process! For the month of June, our ideas will

focus on transportation: ways you can commute while lowering your carbon output. Here are a few

suggestions:

1. Pull your bike out of the garage, dust it

off, lube the chain, fill the tires and ride!Go

to this website to find low stress bike

routes throughout the city: Maps — Bike

Streets Denver Map & Pledge

2.Take public transportation. Go to the

RTD website to plan your trip: RTD Trip

Planner (rtd-denver.com). How to go that

first and last mile (i.e. to the bus stop/light

rail station from home and to your final

destination from the bus stop/station)? You

can ride your bike and put it on the

bus/light rail car during your trip. OR have

fun riding one of the many bike or scooter

sharing services offered around the city.

Go to Jump: JUMP Bikes: How to Use

Lime’s New E-Bike Service in 2021

(ridester.com) or Lime: Lime Micromobility

| Electric Scooter and Bike Rentals.

A Year of Climate Resolutions

3.Get inspired by a couple Kirk members who walk, walk, walk! Lower your carbon “footprint” by

combining this healthy practice with public transportation and walk your first and last mile!

To motivate your alternative transportation resolutions, the Green Justice Team is hosting an Ice

Cream Social on Sunday, June 27, at 2:00.Plan to get to the church using a low carbon mode of

travel. More details on this in-person gathering will be forthcoming.

Remember, anytime you enact a climate friendly resolution, let our Team know so we can keep track

of our reduction in global temperature. Here’s how to contact us:

Ann: akarlberg0630@outlook.com 

Paul: paulk@lightlytreading.com

Robert: bowles_home@yahoo.com

Jackie: jackiedave@comcast.net



Follow state guidelines: Kirk events will comply with guidelines issues by the State of Colorado

Department of Public Health for places of worship along with any supplements or additions

issued by the city and county of Denver.

Pre- Approval: All indoor events must be approved in advance by the Pastor or their designee to

confirm event capacity is appropriate for the space being used and to confirm the ability to

comply with these guidelines 

Pre-Registration: All attendees of a Kirk sponsored event must preregister following

instructions provided with the announcement of an event. Attendance will be restricted to a

number approved by the Council. That initial attendance limit will be no more than 12 family

units.

Entrance and Check In: All attendees must enter through the front doors of the church next to

the sanctuary to avoid unnecessary exposure to tenants and other groups who may be using the

building. At the building entrance attendees must check in with hosts who will be fully

vaccinated volunteers. The hosts are responsible for confirming registration for the event and

confirming self -reporting of COVID symptoms and known COVID exposures by attendees. All

volunteer hosts must complete an orientation training program outlined in a separate

document.

Physical Distancing: Parties should stay at least 6 feet apart from each other. A “party” includes

members of a household who live together. The hosts will be responsible for controlling the flow

of groups into the event to assure compliance to distancing requirements. Seating for events in

the Sanctuary will be assigned by the hosts. 

Masks:  People who are 11 years and older must wear a mask over their noses and mouths

whenever they are in the building. Children under age 11 are strongly encouraged to wear

masks Each attendee is responsible for bringing their own mask. 

Presenting speakers, singers and choirs: There will be no live singing performances. Speakers

must be 12 feet from the audience if the speaker is wearing a mask and 25 feet if unmasked. 

On April 20, 2021 the Kirk Council, approved a schedule and process for blended virtual and in

person worship service using the following schedule and protocols:

Dates for Blended In-Person and Virtual Worship: The schedule for the blended in-person and

virtual worship will begin with the two Sundays before Selena's sabbatical (May 9 and May 16) and

continue to include worship Sundays during Selena’s Sabbatical where Sondra Tilsley is leading the

service (May 23, June 6, June 20, July 11, July 18, August 8). We will also conduct a blended service

on Selena’s return from sabbatical on August 15. All other worship from May through Selena’s

return will be virtual only.

In-Person Worship Protocols: Purpose: To promote as much as possible a safe and healthy

environment that reduces the risk of infection from COVID-19 or related health threats during

congregational programs and initiatives on the Kirk of Bonnie Brae property.  

Requirements for both indoor and outdoor programing sponsored by the Kirk of Bonnie Brae
Church:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Hybrid Virtual & In-Person Worship to
begin May 9



Communion: Individually packaged communion will be distributed upon entrance if

communion is served.

Offering: Offering basket will be on a table in the back of the sanctuary.

Hymnals/religious books: These items will be removed. Printed communication will be via

the projection screen. An attendee may bring their own bible or personal electronic device.

No communal singing by the congregation: The seating layout in our sanctuary does not

meet the state guidelines for congregational singing. Attendees will be reminded to enjoy

the music of the performers rather than singing along.

No Children’s Programming: During worship service children will sit with their family group. 

8. Touch-less non-singing service and social time: 

9. Food and Beverage: No food or beverage or formal hospitality event will be offered, before,

during or after an event.

10. Restrooms: The use of restrooms is discouraged. Restroom usage, if required should be one

person at a time. Anyone using the restroom will be responsible for wiping surfaces after use

with antibacterial wipes that will be provided.

11. Exiting: Ushers will dismiss the event by rows with exit required in one direction back

through the main sanctuary doors. Social distancing and masks rules must be observed during

this process.

12. Pre and Post Event Socializing: Informal socializing if it occurs, must be outside of the

building and masking and social distancing rules observed. 

13. Cleaning: Cleaning should be completed after each event following State Department of

Public Health guidelines.

Hybrid Virtual & In-Person Worship to
begin May 9 (continued)


