
Dear Kirk,

You might be wondering why we are memorizing scripture for the season of Lent; that isn’t really
the kind of Christians we are, right? Well, I am going to spend the next 6 weeks arguing that point. 
I recently read a book about the church in the post-covid era. It called for the church to remember
who we are, take spiritual practices seriously, and articulate a theology that seeks justice, humility
and love. Often times progressive Christians are quiet because while we believe in the God of
liberation and justice, the fundamentalists seem to corner the market on engagement with the
Bible. But that is inaccurate. Our faith is biblical. Our holy text lays out the teachings we follow and
the kin-dom we seek to build. Lent is the beginning of us living what I said in worship last month,
because we don’t take the Bible literally, we are freed to take it seriously. It will begin with Lent as
we allow words to be written on our hearts to accompany us through this life. And it will continue
this year as we look towards food justice, the progressive Christian understanding of the 10
Commandments, and more.

But for Lent, I invite you to take this practice seriously. Memorize the 6 verses of the season and
notice how you are transformed by heart.

Blessings,
Selena 

From Your Pastor
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DIG: Author Visit!
The Sunday morning DIG group recently read the
book "Holy Chaos" by Rev. Amanda Henderson.
Rev. Henderson wrote the book while serving as
the Executive Director of the Interfaith Alliance
of Colorado. Rev. Henderson will come to the Kirk
on Sunday, March 5, at 9 a.m. in the Welcome
Center to discuss the book and answer questions.
All are invited!

https://www.amazon.com/Holy-Chaos-Creating-Connections-Divisive/dp/0827215150


As we move deeper into Lent, we continue our Sermon
Series, “By Heart” as we work together to memorize 
words of our sacred text.

March 5: Psalms (all of it, kind of!)
No, we are not asking you to memorize all 150 chapters
of Psalms, but we are inviting you to learn a line or two,
and you will get to choose which ones. During worship, we will read through many of the Psalms and
you will have an opportunity to decide what part you will commit to memory!

March 12: Ephesians 4:11-13a with Rev. John Davidson
“Equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.”

March 19: Luke 4:18-19, Jesus’ Mission Statement
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’

March 26: 1 John 4:7-12
“God is Love”

Worship in March:
"By Heart"
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Easter Season
Palm Sunday, April 2: Matthew 21:1-10
"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!"

Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the Kirk
As Jesus gathered in the upper room and broke bread and poured from the cup, so too we will gather
at tables and listen to Jesus’ sacred words and share Holy Communion.

Easter Sunday, April 9, 10 a.m.
"He Is Risen"
Please invite friends and family to Worship
with us on Easter Sunday! We will celebrate
the resurrection with songs, a sermon, and join
our sister church Absolute Word in an Easter
Egg Hunt for the kids! For the grownups, there
will be a potluck after worship.  Arrive early if
you can to welcome all guests who worship
with us on this joyous day!



The Easter Bunny called and needs your help. 
Please bring donations for the Easter Egg Hunt! 
All contributions must be at the church no later than the morning of April 2. Please, NO NUTS in any
food items. You can donate prepackaged candy, granola bars, fruit roll-ups, individually packaged
cookies, or Rice Krispie treats. You could also donate bubbles, sidewalk chalk, fancy pencils, stickers,
or anything you think is fun for Easter. Contribution receptacles will be in the Narthex. Thank You!

Calling All Eggs!

The Council for Health and Human Services of the UCC is holding its national 
annual meeting in Denver the week of March 6-10. They have asked to 
hold their opening worship service in our sanctuary on Tuesday, 
March 7 at 2 p.m.  Rev. Traci Blackmon, the Associate General 
Minister of Justice & Local Church Ministries for The United 
Church of Christ, will be offering the message. All are welcome 
to attend this worship service! Greg will be leading music and
Selena will bring greetings from the Kirk to leaders from across 
our denomination! It will be an exciting day at the Kirk! If you 
are able to come and help greet, please let Selena or Tim know. 

Rev. Traci Blackmon to Preach at the Kirk!

One Great Hour of Sharing is one of four mission offerings of the
United Church of Christ. This Lenten Offering supports the disaster,
refugee, and development ministries of the UCC within Wider Church
Ministries carrying God’s message of love and hope to people in crisis. 

The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean
water, food, education and health care, small business micro-credit,
advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons, and
emergency relief and rehabilitation.

One Great Hour of Sharing: March 19

Holistic security for entire communities is one way your giving hands will never come back empty.
The need has never been greater. The opportunity is now. It’s time to share. “So let us not grow weary
of doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an
opportunity, let us work for the good of all.” - Galatians 6:9–10

You can donate on March 19 during our offering, or on our website in the DONATE section.

3

https://www.chhsm.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z62S/campaign/C-108R6
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z62S/campaign/C-108R6


The Adult DIG gathering (Sunday mornings at 9 a.m.) is reading 

The Universal Christ by Father Richard Rohr. If you would like to 

participate in this discussion where we explore not only who but 

what “Christ” is in this world, get the book, all are welcome!

   March 5:    Meeting with Amanda Henderson "Holy Chaos"

                            (no discussion of "Universal Christ") 
   March 12: Chapter 4: Original Goodness

   March 19: Chapter 5: Love Is the Meaning

   March 26: Chapter 6: A Sacred Wholeness

The Universal Christ

Connect With Us Online
For Sunday Worship on YouTube, click HERE

Or you can click the button on the front page of our WEBSITE

For DIG, Conversations with Scripture,  or other Kirk      

 meetings, connect on Zoom by clicking HERE

Theology on Tap: March 19
One of the gifts of Theology on Tap is that we can talk about
things that might not fit within the structure of a Sunday
morning. Last month during our Valentine's edition we
discussed embodiment, sex and sexuality. This month the
discussion is on marijuana. What does our faith say about this
now-legal substance? Is the legalization of marijuana a justice

issue, and thereby an issue of faith? How might the church engage in the conversation, or is the role
of church to remain silent? We will gather at The Table Public House located at 2190 S. Platte River
Drive, 80223, on Sunday, March 19, at 4 p.m. 

Every Tuesday from 1-2 p.m. we gather to engage with the

text for an upcoming Sunday worship service. We ask

questions, wonder and wander through the sacred text. All are

welcome to join us in the Welcome Center or on Zoom HERE. 

   March 7:   Participate in the CHHSM opening worship at 

                           2pm, in-person and online

   March 14: No Gathering
   March 21: I John 4:7-12

   March 28: Matthew 21:1-10

Conversations with Scripture
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https://www.amazon.com/Universal-Christ-Forgotten-Reality-Everything/dp/059323832X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1B1I0KJ8BSH3F&keywords=Universal+Christ+by+Father+Richard+Rohr&qid=1677197087&sprefix=universal+christ+by+father+richard+rohr%2Caps%2C120&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Universal-Christ-Forgotten-Reality-Everything/dp/059323832X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1B1I0KJ8BSH3F&keywords=Universal+Christ+by+Father+Richard+Rohr&qid=1677197087&sprefix=universal+christ+by+father+richard+rohr%2Caps%2C120&sr=8-1
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzKosUNlc7pAcYQvtX4a1NyH743j5arla
https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09
https://tablepublichouse.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09


Teddy Bear Clinic, April 1, 2-4 p.m. 
The Teddy Bear Clinic is one of Hope & Home's most adorable
events! This clinic is designed to help foster children create positive
associations with doctors, nurses, and medical professionals. Each
child is invited to bring their favorite stuffed animal to Hope &
Home for their "annual check-up." Real doctors and nurses from the
community volunteer their time to perform a variety of procedures,
including eye exams, listening for heartbeats, x-rays, stitches,
surgery and more for each and every stuffed animal. 

By the time the Hope & Home kids leave the clinic, they have a cute bandage on their stuffy, a
positive experience with doctors, and sometimes, a desire to become a medical professional
themselves one day! This year Hope & Home will open this event up to any families in the
community who might be impacted by the foster care system. If you would like to volunteer, 
Hope & Home needs help setting up on Friday, March 31 (time of day TBD). Please RSVP by 
March 17, by texting or calling Leigh Plue at 303-910-4861.
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Kirk’s Got Talent! 
April 16 at 4 p.m.

We sing! We dance! We tell jokes! We can tie knots. We can do tongue twisters! We can play
instruments and so much more. On Sunday, April 16, we will gather to raise funds for our youth and
children’s summer adventures at church camp and for a service-learning trip, all by offering our
talents for a wonderful night of fun and community! 

If you have a talent to share, please contact the office to sign up and participate. Tickets will be sold
by our youth beginning in mid-March! So mark your calendar, you won’t want to miss this!

Save The Dates
April 30: 5th Sunday Worship at 6th Ave UCC, 
Rev. Selena Wright preaching!

June 25-30: Youth Service-Learning Trip to Albuquerque, NM

October 6-8: Women’s Retreat



We also spent time sharing moments in our individual faith journeys. Although this exercise is not
directly connected to any specific Council objective or responsibility, it helped provide a
connection between us and reinforced the purpose of a group elected to lead a faith-based
organization. 

The council dispositioned several administrative issues, including payment for our new bike racks,
improving our medical emergency response capabilities by purchasing AED equipment, and
reviewing our options for conducting vibrant worship when Selena is on vacation.

Ellen Campos closed with a prayer and offered her appreciation for the volunteers who act as our
Sunday morning hosts. Thanks to Diane and Joe Berry, Robert Bowles, Ann Karlberg, Beth and
Greg Sherry, Mary and Larry Halstead, Lee Trujillo-Lopez, Ashley Lopez, Eve and Bill Harrigan,
Sharon Snyder, Don Zimmerman and Jeannie Mitchell for their stewardship in Action.

Yours in Service,

Mark Dutell
Council Moderator

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES by Mark Dutell 
During the February Council meeting, we welcomed new council members
Heather Goetsch and Bill Harrigan. The new members joined continuing
members Donna Furman, Ellen Campos, Robert Bowles, Cam Short-Camilli,
and Leigh Plue, along with Selena and myself, in an overview of roles,
responsibilities, processes and documents relevant to council activities. We
also reviewed Council plans for the meeting topics for the year ahead and
how those topics will help us in our role of leading the implementation of
the Kirk mission.
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Souper Bowl of Caring, a Delicious Victory!
Our Souper Bowl of Caring was a great
success! Congratulations to our winner,
Carrie Herring, 2nd place to Cheri Lipps-
Brindle and 3rd place to Patrick Wright.
The biggest winner, however, is Metro
Caring as we donated over 100 cans and
over $330 to support our food-insecure
neighbors. Thank you everyone who
made soup, who ate soup, and who
donated!

Oh yeah, and that little football game held
later wasn't half bad either. 



GRAND CAMP
June 30 - July 2, 2023
Open to grandpersons and grandchildren ages 5 to 11 years old, Grand Camp is designed to
strengthen the special relationship between grandparents/grandparent surrogates and their
grandchildren. Fun and discovery are around each corner as we explore nature, encounter God, 
and work on craft projects together. Worship, playtime, swimming, and campfires round out this
fun-filled camp.
Tiered pricing: $115-$200 per adult, $90-$150 per child
Registration closes June 19th.

All Youth Camps have Tiered Pricing: $540-$700
Camperships available, Registration closes June 26

PIONEER CAMP
July 9-15, 2023
(Campers entering grades 2-4)
At Pioneer Camp, first-time campers will play, swim, hike, sing, make crafts, hear stories, explore
God and nature, and make new friends in the Black Forest at La Foret! Trained counselors and staff
will keep campers safe and help them grow independence and belief in themselves. Camp is an
amazing place for young campers to get a strong start and a firm 
foundation that will stay with them for years to come!

EXPLORER CAMP
July 9-15, 2023
(Campers entering grades 4-6)
Explorer Camp provides youth entering grades 4-6 with an opportunity to be part of an incredible
community! Under guidance from trained counselors and staff, campers will explore the Bible, faith,
nature, friendships, and their own beliefs... all while focusing on having as much fun as possible! 
The week's activities will include campfires, swimming, arts and crafts, outdoor games, free time, 
a ropes course, and worship.                        (continued...)
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Church Camp 
at La Foret!
Due to the generous gifts of our saints, 
Dena Cox and Betty Root, the Kirk can pay 
half of the camp fees for every camper!
La Foret has changed their system, so 
there is no coupon code this year. To access the half scholarship, you can either pay it in full and
email kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org your registration requesting reimbursement for half of the fee.
Or reach out to Selena and we can register with you, and you can pay the church half and the
church will pay the other half directly to La Foret. Register for all Camps HERE. 

Camp Offerings:

mailto:kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org
https://www.laforet.org/ucc-camps


VOYAGER CAMP
July 9-15, 2023
(Campers entering grades 6-8)
At Voyager Camp, youth are given the opportunity to be their truest selves and build a community
of authenticity and support, which is often elusive around the preteen years in school. Trained
counselors and staff will set the stage and hold space for a memorable week filled with laughter,
music, reflection, self-exploration, and don't forget the ropes course! They will form memories and
friendships they'll hold dear for the rest of their lives!

MADD CAMP
July 16-22, 2023 
(Campers entering grades 9-12)
Our theory at MADD Camp (Music, Art, Drama, & Dance) is that we can connect with God through
the arts and creative expression. ALL artistic skill levels (really!) are present and welcome. Along
with engaging youth in intellectual faith conversations, we attempt to get them “out of their heads”
and into experiencing the transcendent through creativity, nature, friendships, self-discovery,
games, activities, and LOTS of fun. We find these moments to be the most powerful in helping
young people to develop a lifelong faith, and a foundation of belief in themselves.
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Camp Offerings
(continued)

If we have missed your birthday, please let us know by emailing kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org

March Birthdays
Peggy Strick               
Gerald Mahan
Sharon Snyder
Charley Flyr
Robert Bowles
Tim Ward
Chris Smith
Nathan Trudel-Brady
Evelyn McClearn
Ada Lekan
Bret Plue                  
Michael Brindle      
Noelle Jackson

4th
7th
8th

11th
11th
16th
19th
19th
23rd
28th
29th
29th
30th

mailto:kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org

