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Dear Kirk,

Easter Sunday was pure joy as we filled our sanctuary, raised our voices together in Hallelujah,
shared a meal and more! But Easter does not end after that particular day. It is a season, and more
than that, it is the church. Every Sunday is a little Easter. And as I look over this newsletter and the
months to come there is so much life and joy and hope and work and intention! What I am most
excited about are the ways in which we will be celebrating and learning from one another this
month! May 1, Sharon Snyder will lead an Anti-Racism Event focused on testing and education
after worship, and that is after Rachel Kriescher who has grown up at the Kirk, will share the
message as she prepares for graduation from High School. May 15, we will write poetry together
that will be collected and shared to help us grow in relationship and depth leading up to our 75th
Anniversary Celebration. May 22, after worship those who are going to El Salvador will teach us
how to make pupusas, and members will be offering their gifts for a silent auction to raise funds
for projects on their trip this summer. May 29, Eva Gebel will offer our message while I take a
vacation Sunday. And then June 5, we will celebrate our confirmands in Worship and hear their
faith statements as well as scriptures they have memorized. We will bless them as they bless us.
This is indeed beloved community sharing who we are and what we have with one another!

Hallelujah!

Selena

From Your Pastor

Connect With The Kirk Online
For Sunday Worship via YouTube, click HERE.

Or you can click the button on the front page of our WEBSITE.

For DIG, Conversations with Scripture, Sacred Conversations, or other Kirk meetings, connect via Zoom
by clicking HERE.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzKosUNlc7pAcYQvtX4a1NyH743j5arla
https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09
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Anti-Racism in Education Event, May 1
After worship on May 1, we will have a presentation regarding
systematic racism in our education system. Built-in bias in testing
and grading has received a lot of attention as part of our society’s
examination of race and racism. Sharon Snyder, Kirk member and
Middle School Counselor in the Cherry Creek School District, has
agreed to share her experience with us in exploring the subject of
equity in grading in the education system. Please join us for this
opportunity to learn more about how one school is attempting to
raise awareness of this issue. 

Confirmation and Pentecost Sunday, June 5
Mark your calendars; we will be celebrating the confirmation
journey of our 8 confirmands, and for those that choose to,
confirming them in worship on Sunday, June 5 – Pentecost
Sunday. We hope our whole Kirk community will be in worship
that day to welcome these new members into the full life of 
the church!

As we prepare for our 75th Anniversary Celebration we will be reflecting on
the impact of church in general and the Kirk specifically in each of our lives. 
Our big celebration will be October 1-2 complete with a mission project,
blood drive, food truck, catered lunch, historical church tour and more! 
In preparation, we will be making a devotional e-book and a new picture
directory. On May 15 we will begin this work by guiding all in attendance
through a fill-in-the-blank poem that will serve as a reflection/devotion on
your faith and the Kirk, in addition to taking family photos before and after
church for our new picture directory. It will be a fun day of engagement as
we begin to celebrate all that the Kirk was, is and will be!

*If you are not in worship on May 15, we would still like you to complete a
poem/devotion. Reach out to Selena for the document to work from.

The Kirk is Turning 75!

Worship in May
May 1:     'Interconnected' Message by Graduating Senior, Rachel Kriescher, Micah 6:6-8
May 8:     Making Our Way, John 5:1-9
May 15:   I Peter 2:4-10 The Kirk of…
                     Beginning 75th Celebration,  Writing our Reflections, and Directory Pictures
May 22:  Hear My Voice, John 10:22-30
May 29:  Message by Lay Leader, Eva Gebel, I Kings 19:19-21

You can also attend online via Zoom, HERE.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09
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Engaged Faith - Paul the Progressive
We have several options to engage our faith in the life of the Kirk!
Our two study groups are reading and discussing Dr. Eric Smith’s book, 
'Paul the Progressive.'

You can participate in person or online with DIG on Sundays at 9 a.m.
    or 
In-person or online Tuesdays at 1 p.m. (some cancellations this month due to
scheduling)

Sunday DIG Reading Schedule
May 1 – Ch. 3 Paul the Homophobe
May 8 – Ch. 4 Paul the Anti-Semite
May 15 – Ch. 5 Paul the Prude
May 22 – Ch. 6 Paul the Slavery Apologist
May 29 – No DIG

Tuesday, Conversation with Scripture  Schedule
May 3 – No Meeting
May 10 – Ch. 5 Paul the Prude
May 17 – No Meeting
May 24 – Ch. 6 Paul the Slavery Apologist
May 31 – No Meeting

During the season of Advent we talked about what it meant to
be blessed. Questions around the topic of blessings continue to
rise, and so this month our theology on tap will look at what it
means to be blessed, particularly through the lens of Jesus’
sermon on the mount found in Matthew 5. We will gather with
6th Ave. UCC at Campus Lounge (701 S University Blvd.) on
May 15 at 4 p.m. Childcare is available at the church if you
contact Selena to request a week in advance.

Theology on Tap, May 15 @ Campus Lounge

On June 5th, the church will have an offering for
Strengthen the Church (STC). This offering
reflects the shared commitment of people across
the United Church of Christ to cooperatively
build up the UCC. Conferences and the national
setting equally share the gifts given by members
and friends through their local congregations.
The funds raised support leadership
development, new churches, youth ministry, and
innovation in existing congregations. By your
generosity to this offering, you build up the
Body of Christ.

Strengthen the Church UCC Special Offering
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Silent Auction - Mark Your Calendars!
Following worship on Sunday, May 22, we will
be hosting a fun event to support this summer’s
mission trip to Las Trincheras, El Salvador. You’ll
have a chance to taste some yummy Salvadoran
'pupusas' for lunch and bid on coveted 'gotta
have' items in a silent auction.  Items will include
Salvadoran coffee, handmade jewelry, sandals
and collectibles, gift baskets, artwork, a
weekend at a mountain cabin and much more. 
 Invite your friends to join you that day for all
the festivities! The money raised will directly
benefit Las Trincheras by helping to

purchase materials for a house to be built by our mission participants. Anyone who would like to
donate an item for the silent auction, please email Ann Karlberg at
akarlberg0630@outlook.com, or phone 303-906-0630. 

July 10-16 for those entering grades 2-8
July 17-23 for MADD Camp for those entering grades 9-12
July 1-3 for Grand Camp (for grandparents & grandchildren) 

Registration is open for UCC Church Camps this summer!
Register at www.laforet.org/ucc-camps. Camps are:

From the funds raised at Kirk’s Got Talent as well as a fund that
supports our young people’s Christian development given by 

Summer Church Camp at La Foret

Dena Cox before she passed, the Kirk will pay half of the camp fees for each camper. To apply
this support, enter the code SC22KIRK265 when you register.

Kirk Camp is back! We have a group site at Cherry Creek Reservoir August
26-28. There are plug-ins for RVs, spaces for tents, an outdoor kitchen and
most importantly your church community. Mark your calendars now! 
More details to come!

Kirk Camp

It has been a wonderful year of gathering and learning, praying
and wondering at 9 a.m. each Sunday. Our Children’s DIG
programs will take a break for the summer. The last DIG of this
school year will be Sunday, May 8. 

Children's DIG

mailto:akarlberg0630@outlook.com
http://www.laforet.org/ucc-camps


Our neighbors at Merrill Middle School will be hosting a Jamboree on Saturday,
May 14. We are partnering with the volunteers who run their food pantry to draw
attention to the needs of some of their food-insecure families, many of whom are
newcomers to the US and Denver. We are looking for volunteers to help support
this effort. If you are interested, please contact John Davidson at
johnjdavidson@gmail.com.

Merrill Middle School Jamboree

Food Truck Nights
This summer, we are welcoming the community back to our parking lot for
Food Trucks. Plan to come out and meet our neighbors, enjoy delicious food,
and enjoy music and community! From 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m...

June 14 – Community Table and Free Ice Cream!   
July 12 – Community Table
August 9 – Community Table

June 28 – Live Music 
July 26 - DJ
August 23 – Ground Cover Band 

On Friday, June 10, Hope and Home will host a summer carnival for their foster
families in our parking lot. We need volunteers to grill and host booths for the kids.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Leigh at lwplue@aol.com.

Hope and Home Carnival

The UCC at Pride
On Sunday, June 19 our church will be on the move! We are gathering
for Worship at 6th Ave UCC at 9 a.m. with other UCC churches – and
then we will walk from there to participate as one in the Denver Pride
Parade. The worship service will be on Zoom and YouTube so you can
join in remotely if you so choose! 

If you would like to have a Kirk Pride Shirt, the cost is $24. 
Please contact the church office with your size. 

                                                          Remember for every Amazonsmile purchase you make, if you have  
                                                          selected the Kirk as your option a portion comes to our church. 

The same is true of King Soopers Rewards. It’s easy!
    Step 1: Login to your King Soopers account online 
    Step 2: Search “Community Rewards”
    Step 3: If you are not currently enrolled, search Kirk of Bonnie Brae, when you see it, click enroll.

Then login to your account as much as you want to see how much of your grocery bill is coming to
the Kirk. Thank you!

Free ways to Give!
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During the April Council meeting, we reviewed and reaffirmed our strategy for using property
assets to support our mission and our budget. This included a discussion of the relationship with our
current long-term tenants, Hope and Home foster care organization and Absolute Word Church.
After agreeing that both relationships supported our mission to pursue depth in relationship with
God, earth, and community through engaged faith and social justice, we agreed to discuss multi-year
rental agreements with them. The Council also committed to participate to the fullest extent
possible (as well as encourage others in the congregation to participate) in the April 30th sacred
conversation event with Absolute Word Church. 

March COUNCIL ACTIVITIES  

Continuing the discussion on community connection and relationships,
Council discussed a potential new community partnership by reviewing an
inquiry for a neighborhood preschool that would use the Welcome Center
Monday through Friday. We agreed to continue those discussions.  Also,
Selena reported on initial meetings with the Merrill Middle School leadership,
and the leadership of other metro Denver UCC churches. Both discussions
were focused on exploring ways to build our relationship and potential areas
of partnership and sharing of resources.

by Mark Dutell 

We reaffirmed our commitment to using our parking lot for Food Truck nights this summer to
further our connection with the neighborhood community. Joe and Diane Berry are hosting these
twice a month events again this summer, in a continuing example of stewardship to our church
through service.  In the administrative portion of our meeting, we approved funding for the 75th
Anniversary planning team. We also approved a roof repair project managed by another good role
model of stewardship, Donna Furman, representing the property committee.

Ellen Campos closed with a prayer after offering heartfelt words of appreciation to Joe and Diane
Berry (as noted earlier in this update) as well as a moving Maundy Thursday joint worship with Sixth
Avenue and Washington Park UCC churches. Ellen went on to praise the inspiring Easter service
including the large group singing the Halleluiah Chorus. 

We spent 75% of our time discussing strategic initiatives versus administrative tasks, a new record
for focusing on the big picture, as the 2022 Council hits its stride!.
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Our Lecturn Needs You!
Looking for an opportunity to serve your church? We are in need of Lay
Readers for Sunday mornings. If you are able to volunteer to read the
scripture and give a brief Stewardship Moment in Worship, please 
sign-up on the sheet that's located by the front entrance. Thank you!
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The Kirk’s Creation Justice Ministry 
Beginning each Earth Day, April 22, our congregation
adopts a yearly theme that focuses our Creation Justice
ministry efforts on a specific environmental challenge. 
 Our ‘Year of Climate Resolutions’ has now concluded,
and we are beginning a new theme for the coming year.
However, this does not mean our climate resolutions
are no longer relevant! As we know, everything in
nature is connected and, as stewards of God’s Creation,
we must continue our efforts to live harmoniously and
sustainably in every way we can every day! During the
coming year, while we continue to hold the climate
crisis in our awareness, we will also learn more about
our local watershed and our connection to it. The Green
Justice Team hopes this will enhance our sense of
‘place,’ our awareness of our immediate environment
with all its natural variety, wonder and fragility.
Considering that the Kirk will celebrate our 75th year
as a church in the Bonnie Brae neighborhood, it seemed
fitting that we focus on what it means to be physically
‘planted in this place.’

by Ann Karlberg

We know where we are, right? Denver, Colorado! But do we really know where we are in the way
indigenous people knew where they were when they hunted and fished in this area 200 years ago?
Do we know the contours of the land that funnel life-giving waters into the creeks, rivers, and
reservoirs we all depend on? Do we know the plants, birds and animals that are sustained by the
same resource that sustains us? This month, as you travel through your neighborhood, look beyond
the streets, buildings, and signs. Try to perceive the larger scope of the landscape, and notice what
other ‘neighbors’ share your community. Consider how we can love and protect these neighbors,
too.

Lakewood Gulch near South Platte River
confluence, west Denver

Happy Birthdays!
05/15  Christine Dunning
05/16  Spencer Bowles
05/18  Beth Sherry
05/18  Maliiah Williams
05/19  Shannon Hamilton
05/28  Calvin Davidson


