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Dear Kirk Family,

I am writing to you on the night of the Robb Elementary School Tragedy. I hope by the time the
newsletter comes out next week the news cycle will not be on to the next tragedy, but I worry that
I hope in vain. It is painfully easy to see and name the pain in this world. The suffering. The injustice.
The inaction and empty platitudes that allow tragedies like this to continue. Church is a place to be
honest with one another about our grief, our anger, and our fear. As we are honest we enact our
commitments. For more than 3 years the Kirk has been a member of Colorado Faith Communities
United to End Gun Violence (CFCU). This organization offers education and action alerts during the
legislative session. If you would like to be involved, let me know and I will connect you.

So church is where we face our pain. Church is where we seek to right the injustices of the world.
And I don’t believe I am doing a disservice to those who suffer by saying church is also where we
delight. On June 5, we will hear faith statements from 9 amazing youth and in addition the 10
verses of scripture each one committed to memory. Have you ever done that? Memorized 10
verses of the Bible in a row? There is no time like the present. The reason we ask the youth to do
this (and why you should too) is that having ancient holy words written in your mind and body and
soul allows them to accompany you each day as you go to the store, read the news, talk with
children and as you grieve and as you celebrate. The words of faith go with you. If you need some
recommendations talk to our confirmands, they did intentional work to choose their text and
memorize it, we would all do well to do the same.

With the pain and promise of Psalm 42 (look it up – it is one of the first Psalms I memorized!)

Selena

Connect With The Kirk Online
For Sunday Worship via YouTube, click HERE.

Or you can click the button on the front page of our WEBSITE.

For DIG, Conversations with Scripture, Sacred Conversations, or other
Kirk meetings, connect via Zoom by clicking HERE.

Kirk of Bonnie Brae
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From Your Pastor

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzKosUNlc7pAcYQvtX4a1NyH743j5arla
https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09


Confirmation and Pentecost Sunday, June 5
On Pentecost, we will celebrate the Confirmation of 8 Kirk Youth and 1 Youth who
has journeyed with us from Eastlake UCC. It will be a service of scripture and
covenant, statements of faith and camp songs! This is a significant moment in the
lives of these young people, please plan to be there to support them. 

2022 Confirmands are: Johnny Brindle, Calvin Davidson, Lydia Seedorf (Eastlake
UCC), Rylin Sheehan, Eddie Trudel-Brady, Maliiah Williams, Elliana Wright,
Gwenalee Wright, and Jude Zec.

Five of these youth have not yet been baptized, so we will have a special baptism service at La Foret
Conference and Retreat Center at 2:15 p.m. the same day. All are welcome. Contact the office to
arrange carpooling to La Foret if you choose to attend.

Worship in June
June 5 - Confirmation Sunday! Our Confirmands will each share a scripture that is meaningful
to them that they have committed to memory from the Psalms, the Gospels, and the Letters. 
 We will be enriched by all that they share!

June 12 - Wisdom Calls, Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31

June 19 - Luke 8:26-39, Gone to the Pigs

June 26 - Worship at 9 a.m. at 6th Ave UCC or online, then Pride March. No in-person worship
at the Kirk this day.
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Joint UCC Worship
Mark your calendars for our annual gathering of local UCC congregations July 31, 
and this year we are hosting this event at the Kirk!

July
31

On June 5th, the church will have an offering
for Strengthen the Church (STC). This offering
reflects the shared commitment of people
across the United Church of Christ to
cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences
and the national setting equally share the gifts
given by members and friends through their
local congregations. The funds raised support
leadership development, new churches, youth
ministry, and innovation in existing
congregations. By your generosity to this
offering, you build up the Body of Christ!
You can give online by clicking HERE.

Strengthen the Church UCC Special Offering

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbeA0SFjrnSk9r38CMB7HWjiXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx7rmkQQ176vVi_-bvYH-TFQ=&ver=3


Engaged Faith
Our two study groups are wrapping up our discussion of 'Paul the Progressive: 
 The Compassionate Christian’s Guide to Reclaiming the Apostle as an Ally.' 

Written by Dr. Eric Smith, his book tackles the criticisms of Paul assumed
by many Progressive Christians and argues that Paul was indeed an ally of
progressive faith.  All are welcome to be a part of our conversation!

You can join us at 9 a.m. on Sundays for DIG (digging deeper into faith!)      
 or at 1 p.m. on Tuesdays for Conversations with Scripture. Both groups
meet in-person at the Kirk with a hybrid option on ZOOM.

Sundays, DIG Schedule
July 5      (no gathering)
July 12   Paul the Slavery Apologist
July 19   Paul the Xenophobe
July 26   (no gathering, Pride)
July 3      Paul the Debt and Guilt Monger
July 10   Paul the Hijacker

Tuesdays, Conversation with Scripture  Schedule
June 7      (no gathering)
June 14   Paul the Xenophobe
June 21   Paul the Debt and Guilt Monger
June 28   Paul the Hijacker

It is on everyone’s mind, so we might as well have some real
and honest conversations about reproductive justice. While
many churches are louder than the UCC, we have been
taking a bold stand for over 40 years. At the 13th General
Synod of the UCC in 1981 a resolution was passed that said,
“The question of when life (Personhood) begins is basic to
the abortion debate. It is primarily a theological question, on
which denominations or religious groups must be permitted

Theology on Tap, June 12 at 4:00 p.m.

to establish and follow their own teachings.” The UCC names itself as Pro-Choice. Do you see this as 
a theological question? How does faith inform this stance and how do we advocate for it?  We will
gather at the Campus Lounge on S. University Blvd.
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75th Anniversary Pictures and Poems
As we prepare to enjoy our 75th anniversary celebration on October 1 & 2,
we are gathering photos of each household as well as a fill-in-the-blank
poem from each person. We will again take photos after church June 12 and
19. The poem to be filled out can be found HERE. Please print out the poem
or download it and fill in the blanks however you see fit (feel free to leave
some blank, write less, write more) and return it to the church either
digitally by emailing selena@kirkofbonniebrae.org or bringing in your
paper copy to worship. We hope to collect all poems by June 19.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fpwxcKmtcbWGIM_Wb4kKCosdvVLTS-j_/edit
mailto:selena@kirkofbonniebrae.org


On Friday, June 10, Hope and Home will host a summer carnival
for their foster families in our parking lot. If you are interested
in volunteering, please contact Leigh at lwplue@aol.com.

Hope and Home Carnival

Food Truck Nights
This summer we are welcoming the neighborhood back to our parking lot for
Food Trucks. Plan to come out and meet our neighbors, enjoy music and
community! June 14 & June 28 from 5:30-7:30

Mark your calendars for additional Summer Dates: 
July 12, July 26, August 9 and August 23 featuring Ground Cover Band.

The UCC at Pride
On Sunday, June 26 (note date change, it is not on Father’s Day this
year!) our church will be on the move! We are gathering for Worship
at 6th Ave UCC at 9 a.m. with other UCC churches – and then we will
walk from there to participate as one in the Denver Pride Parade. 
The worship service will be on Zoom and YouTube so you can join in
remotely if you so choose! 

If you would like to have a Kirk Pride Shirt, the cost is $24. Please contact the church office with your size. 
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Kirk Camp is back! We have a group site at Cherry Creek Reservoir August
26-28. There are plug-ins for RVs, spaces for tents, an outdoor kitchen and
most importantly your church community. Mark your calendars now! 
Registration is $50 per household for the campsite. Once registered we
will work out food together! Registration will go live by June 15, so watch
your weekly emails for the link.

Kirk Camp

Camp Commissioning
On Sunday, July 3, we will be commissioning all of our kids who are attending Church Camp at La
Foret this summer! If you have a camper, please plan to be there. If you are not going, also plan to be
there as we will sign up to pray for our campers while they are away!

mailto:lwplue@aol.com


Together Colorado
The Kirk Council voted for us to enter into partnership with
Together Colorado who "are people of various faith traditions
organizing to create a better world for our children and our
children’s children; one that values, uplifts and protects the
humanity and human dignity of every person.”
They organize faith communities around issues of Criminal Justice,
Climate Justice, Immigration and Affordable Housing.

On June 7, from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Kirk, representatives from Together Colorado will meet with us
to help us learn more about their way of organizing and how we can be involved. If you are
passionate about social justice in general, or any of these issues specifically – please plan to attend.

Blacks and Whites Monopoly on July 10
You're invited to stay after worship on July 10 and play Monopoly -- with a
twist! The rules will change to reflect some of the economic realities of race in
our country. For example, a "Get out of jail free" card? Not if you're Black. $200
just for passing Go? Sure -- if you're white. This is designed to be fun and, more
than that, eye-opening. This event is sponsored by the Social Justice Team. 

Note: if you have a Monopoly game you'd be willing to lend, please let the office know.  

Faithful Adulting Game Night
and Potluck at the Kirk
On June 18, from 4-6 p.m. we will gather in the lower level of the
Kirk to play games, share a potluck meal and build community! 
Also, check out the Food Truck nights as another opportunity to
gather on June 14 and 28!

Building Community
Our next intentional event with Absolute Word Church 
will be in July (date & time TBD). Bishop Demmer will 
lead our two churches in a SWOT exercise that will help 
us name our Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats as we engage and push deeper into relationship 
being two churches who share a location. Please RSVP to Selena if you would like to to attend.
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As members of the two Teams investigated these issues, our attention often turned to the
challenges faced by the Globeville/Elyria/Swansea neighborhood and Commerce City. These
communities are within zip code 80216, deemed the most polluted zip code in the United States. 
It is also the location of many of the above-listed concerns, including the Suncor refinery, I-70
expansion, the Denver Water Recovery facility, and the Purina plant. 

On May 3, Lucy Molina, a community activist from that area spoke to the two teams about her
experiences. She described her family’s struggle with serious health issues resulting from
unregulated air and water contaminants. When she and her neighbors raised their concerns, they
were met with unresponsiveness from regulators and policymakers. She shared her grief,
frustration, and anger, but also her hope and determination. Her faith is what gives her the strength
and conviction to continue this difficult work. She encouraged us to stand in solidarity with her
community by using our “white privilege” to join their fight for environmental justice.

Through Council’s leadership, the Kirk recently joined Together Colorado, a coalition of local faith
organizations that advocates placing human dignity and care for creation at the center of public life.
Our Green Justice and Anti-Racism Teams look forward to joining forces with Together Colorado to
work for the justice Lucy envisions for herself and her community. We, too, are people of strong
faith and conviction. Whether we lobby our policymakers as individuals or work with Together
Colorado, we can use our privilege to create the Beloved Community of which we all dream.

Green Justice Meets Racial Justice
In the past year, members of the Green Justice and the Anti-Racism Teams
have met to examine an issue of mutual concern - environmental racism. 
Our goal was to discern how environmental racism manifests itself in 
local issues. Several concerns were identified, such as lack of “green 
space,” location of large industrial operations, failure to enforce
environmental codes and regulations, bifurcation of communities by
highways or rail lines, hazardous waste disposal sites, and lack of
affordable housing in environmentally healthy areas.

Electric Vehicles Ride & Drive Event
If you’ve thought about replacing your gas-guzzling fossil
fuel burning car, this event is for you! Come on over to
First Universalist Church (4010 E. Hampden Ave.) to learn
all about EVs, charging stations, incentives and rebates
available in Colorado. The event will include a 45-minute
presentation by Drive Clean Colorado and a chance to ride
in or drive several new EV models. 

This event will be held on June 5th from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at First Universalist Church.
Registration is recommended at: bit.ly/FirstUniEVevent. Tell your friends and bring your family! 

by Ann Karlberg

http://bit.ly/FirstUniEVevent


COUNCIL ACTIVITIES by Mark Dutell 
Nurturing and supporting all the volunteers and their essential role in the long-term vitality and
health of our church, was the subject of a blog we reviewed together as part of our collective
awareness and education efforts. Helping volunteers avoid burnout, adequately recognizing their
contributions, and encouraging participation from all members were subjects included in a robust
discussion that generated several new ideas to support a culture of volunteerism.

In the strategic church initiatives portion of our meeting, Council focused on
building and property needs. Donna Furman, the Property Committee chair,
provided a report detailing the long list of building and grounds projects
completed during the last few years, the projects targeted for this year, and
long-term plans for the future. Under Donna’s leadership and our improved
financial revenue through renting space, our property maintenance list has
steadily progressed from funding emergency repairs to scheduling routine
preventative maintenance and property improvements. Projects for this
year include replacing gutters, repairing the roof and scheduling a time to

Regarding other strategic plans initiated by Council earlier this year, Selena provided updates on
pursuing long-term rental agreements with existing tenants, discussions with potential additional
tenants, collaboration with other Denver UCC churches, and developing our participation in the
Together Colorado organization.

In the last 30 minutes of our two-hour meeting, Council acted on multiple administrative issues
including support for the El Salvador mission from previously designated mission funds. We also
discussed progress on and support for upcoming events at the conference and at the Kirk. Keep your
eyes on the weekly emails regarding those forthcoming events. 

Joe Berry closed with a prayer after reminding all of us of the tremendous way Tim Ward has turned
the Office Manager position into his personal ministry of caring for and supporting the church with
an ever-growing list of technology and administrative contributions. Joe also singled out Rachel
Kriescher for an inspiring worship message about her faith journey and thanked Rachel’s proud dad,
Paul, along with Donna Furman and Greg Sherry for their excellent work as a Property Committee.
Joe also became the first person to publicly admit he reads these Council updates by thanking me
for providing these meeting summaries. 

We spent 75% of our time discussing strategic initiatives versus administrative tasks, matching last
month’s record-setting performance on this goal to focus on the big picture!

repair and reseal the parking lot. Council also endorsed a new strategy for budgeting building and
grounds maintenance by creating a budget as a percentage of rental revenue, rather than attempting
to identify the most critical projects to fund each budget cycle.
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Memorial Service
Our beloved Frank Ross lost his sister, Cathy, on May 1. 
On Saturday, June 25 at 10 a.m. we will hold a Memorial
Service in the sanctuary to remember Cathy’s life. All are
welcome to come and support Frank by reminding him 
he is not alone in his grief. 



Outdoor Work Day June 18, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The birds are chirping, the weather is warming, and the Kirk is on
track once again for a bumper crop of bindweed. Come join us as
we get our over-wintered muscles back in gardening shape and
show our outdoor spaces some serious love. The usual sign-up
sheet will be in the back of the sanctuary. We'll provide bagels,
coffee, juice and a job for everyone!

Happy June Birthdays!
06/04  Jackie Kendall-Gebel
06/07  Ellie Smith
06/10  Selena Wright
06/13  Ethan Smith
06/14  Shirley Darling
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Laptop Needed
Do you have an extra laptop in good working order that you no longer
use?  Would you like it to find a purposeful home? The team in El
Salvador could use it! If you have one you are willing to part with, we
could hand-deliver it on your behalf during our El Salvador mission trip.  
Remember, it needs to be functioning! Thank you in advance for your
consideration, you can call or text Beth Sherry at 970-640-2889.

06/20  Diane Berry
06/21  Mikki Bowles
06/22  Elliot Cooke
06/26  Colin Hacker

Stewardship in Action
A very special Thank You to the Kirk team that
recently served at the Cory Merrill Jamboree; 
Erica, Vaun, Calvin & John!

$560 was raised with the Food Pantry Team to
help feed kids over the summer. Also, five new
volunteers were signed up to help pack and
distribute food. Awesome job Team!


