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January 23 after worship we will have our Annual Congregational Meeting. At this
meeting we will approve the budget for 2022, elect officers for the coming year to serve
on the Kirk Council, and hear a word from our pastor and our off-going Moderator on
the state of the church. The meeting will be in the sanctuary immediately following
worship and then all are invited to stay for our Souper Bowl of Caring meal which will be
served outside! (Soup is supposed to keep you warm, right!?)

Kirk Annual Meeting

If you have a smart device please bring it so you can download all the reports to limit our use of paper.
Please mark your calendars. All members have a vote. Non-members are welcome to join us for the
meeting and the meal!

75th Anniversary Planning Team
Team Fun
Confirmation Mentors
Kirk Marketing Journey

It is a wonderful time in the life of the Kirk when many of our
delayed dreams and plans are becoming a reality. For two years
we have postponed and delayed but now it is time to engage!
You will read in this newsletter SO. MANY. WAYS. to use your
gifts to grow and strengthen our church:    

   We Need You!

Please prayerfully consider not IF but WHICH ONE is calling to you. God is doing a lot in and through
us right now, let us all respond and see all that is in store!

Connect With The Kirk Online!
For Sunday Worship via YouTube, click HERE. 
Or you can click the button on the front page of our WEBSITE.

For DIG, Conversations with Scripture and Sacred Conversations, connect via Zoom by clicking HERE.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzKosUNlc7pAcYQvtX4a1NyH743j5arla
https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09


January 2: Epiphany Sunday, Blessing as Gifts, Matthew 2:1-12
We don’t always want the blessings we receive…

January 9: Consensual Blessing, Matthew 3:13-17
John baptizes Jesus in the Jordan River, but it wasn’t easy…

January 16: But that’s Not My Thing, I Corinthians 12:1-11
When saying, “that’s not my gift/issue/interest/skill” won’t get you out of it…

January 23: Body Shaming the Community of Christ, I Corthinians 12:12-31a
How can we be one body when we can’t co-exist?

January 30: Room to Grow, Luke 4:21-30
Allowing ourselves and others to be transformed

Worship in January
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De-Deck The Halls
How beautiful our sacred space has been throughout the holiday season! On
January 2, after worship, we will de-deck the halls, take down all of our
Christmas decorations and provide snacks outside to keep your energy up!
Please plan to stay on the 2nd. We hope a team will remain until 1:30 p.m.
after Absolute Word concludes their service so we can put everything back
in the storage closet! Please!

After the Annual Meeting on January 23, our Faithful Adulting Group

will host a Soup Cook-off! They will bring soups and the congregation

gets to vote on the best one with dollars or cans of soup all to be

donated to Metro Caring. Plan to stay after the meeting to enjoy this

fun and important event together! The cold temps outside will make the

soup competition even more steep! We are doing this outside to

continue to honor our covid protocols. Please bring a muffin tin for easy

sampling of all soups!

Souper Bowl of Caring

Snow Shower!
On January 9 immediately after church we will be throwing a baby shower for
Emily and James Snow, whose little one is expected to arrive mid-February.
We will gather in the lower level for some games, a blessing on the parents-
to-be and to shower them with our love, prayers and needed items for baby.
They asked especially for used/pre-loved items. In addition they are
registered at Amazon, you can find that list by clicking HERE. Please plan to
stay after church to help us bless this family!

https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/3JMPF2Q0E8GOS


Dear Kirk,

One thing I learned in my time this past summer, which mind you was still in pandemic, still with the
threats of climate change and the other heavy worries we carry each day, is the need to play, to have fun.
Fun is actually a value and calling that we must pursue along with peace and justice and joy. Think of
Jesus’ first miracle of water into wine at a Wedding – he was keeping the party going! Or the many times
we hear of laughter in the Bible, including Sarah falling over laughing because God really does surprise us
in hilarious ways. Now I admit, fun might not be my greatest strength but that is where you come in. I am
looking for a few volunteers to form, “Team Fun” (and you are welcome to name it something way more
fun than that!) Basically a few fun-spirited folx to plan a monthly event of the church whose purpose is
not deep theological understanding or world transformation, but simply and wonderfully…fun! 

If you are interested in being on the Fun Squad please reach out to me. We don’t know all that 2022 will
bring, but we can ensure we will have fun in the midst of it!

Epiphany Blessings! 

- Selena

Confirmation
It is our tradition to baptize infants into the life of our community and faith. 
Though when they get older, the commitments made by their parents must 
become their own. We are very excited to offer a Confirmation Journey this 
year for our tweens and teens. The journey will begin February 27. We are in need of mentors to
walk with these confirmands along this road. If you are interested in walking this journey with our
not-so-young children of the Kirk, please reach out to Selena this month. The commitment
includes 10 hours of meeting time, and possibly a lifetime of a new and significant relationship. 
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Welcome the Stranger: Kirk Marketing Journey
We are called to welcome the stranger but who is the stranger? What are they looking for? What do

they need? We are gathering a group of those who want to explore these questions – to help us

better reach out to our community to share the good news about our church, our progressive faith

and our community’s pursuit of depth in relationship with God, the earth and each other! 

Don Drews will lead us on a journey of exploring who we are and how our gifts connect to the needs

of many in our wider community. We will shape language to help us communicate and invite more

people to the Kirk. 

From the Pastor

That’s right, In 2022 our beloved church will be 75 years old and we need to celebrate! We are looking
for volunteers who would like to help us plan a celebration that includes gratitude for the past,
engagement in the present, and hopes for our future. If you would like to be on the 75th Celebration
Planning Team, please contact Selena.

The Kirk is Turning75!
 



Summer Church Camp (already!?)
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Dear Kirk,
Thank you so much for your contributions to the Love Offering for us this Christmas. 
We are abundantly blessed to serve such a generous and loving community! Thank you!
Kirk Staff: Selena, Jackie, Greg, John, Matthew, Frank and new staff members Madi and Tim

Thank You!

Kirk's Got Talent
February 20, 2022, 4-6 p.m.
The people of the Kirk have amazing gifts, most of us don’t know about like playing the
cello or writing songs or telling jokes! We will see first hand the amazing gifts and talents
of our church to help raise funds for the Kirk children and youth to attend summer camp.
We hope to see talents of all ages, and all talents are welcome! Our summer camp kiddos
will be asking for sign-ups this month as well as selling tickets for this fun event. Cost is
$10 per person in advance with 100% of ticket sales helping our Kirk kids go to church
camp! Invite friends and family for what is sure to be a night to remember!

It is still very cold outside, but it is time to mark your calendars for UCC Church
Camps this summer July 10-16 for those entering grades 2-8, and July 17-23 for
MADD Camp for those entering 9-12, and July 1-3 for Grand Camp (for
grandparents and grandchildren). Last year the UCC Camps did a great job of 

following COVID protocols and keeping campers safe. The Kirk sent 6 campers in 2021 and we hope to
increase that number for 2022. We are committed to ensure every child who wants to go is able to. This year
kids interested in going to camp will be participating in Kirk’s Got Talent as a camp fundraiser! Selena and
Jackie will be reaching out to families this month to begin work on this event! Registration will open for
Rocky Mountain Conference UCC Camps January 18, 2022 at www.laforet.org/ucc-camps.

Our monthly theology on tap will not meet in January and February, and will be replaced with Kirk’s
got Talent. Look for our big return in March with a new indoor dining location and great topics to
wrestle with!

Theology on Tap

Each Sunday morning adults gather in the Welcome Center and online, and children
in the lower level in person for an hour of digging deeper into relationship with God,
scripture and each other. This is our time of faith formation, where we explore new
ideas, ask questions, wonder together and share the stories of our lives as we hear
the story of scripture. 

The adult DIG group will be going through the book of Jeremiah  beginning January 9.
All are welcome every or any Sunday!

DIG deeper: Sundays at 9 a.m.

https://www.laforet.org/ucc-camps


                                   Remember for every Amazonsmile purchase you make, if you have selected the Kirk
                                   as your option a portion comes to our church. 

The same is true of King Soopers Rewards. It’s easy!
    Step 1: Login to your King Soopers account online 
    Step 2: Search “Community Rewards”
    Step 3: If you are not currently enrolled, search Kirk of Bonnie Brae, when you see it, click enroll.

Then login to your account as much as you want to see how much of your grocery bill is coming to
the Kirk. Thank you!

Free ways to Give!
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Climate Resolutions – Be a Squeaky Wheel!
Last month, Paul Kriescher highlighted energy audits as part of a process to
reduce residential energy use. These innovations can only go so far if the
building is still connected to a utility company that uses fossil fuels to generate
power. One of Xcel’s power plants, Comanche 3 in Pueblo, is the largest
emitter of CO2 in Colorado. Xcel is committed to discontinuing its use of coal
at the Comanche plant by 2035, but there is a possibility it could shift the plant
to gas-fired generation. Click HERE for more information. 

Environmental groups would like to see Xcel increase its use of renewables
rather than shifting Comanche 3 to natural gas. Now is your chance to be a

 “squeaky wheel” and make your voice heard by contacting Xcel HERE. You could also sign up to get
your power from Windsource or find out about rebates for installing solar panels! Whatever climate
action you decide to take, be sure to let us know about it on the Kirk website HERE. 

35 Salvadoran Families
to get Ecological Stoves!
Thanks to the generosity of Kirk members, we were able to
purchase 33 Ecocinas for Salvadoran families through our holiday
alternative giving project! Donations from other churches
participating in this opportunity added another 3 stoves for a total
of 36. That is triple our original goal of 12! Our partner
organization, Stove Team International, is most grateful for our
effort and overjoyed by our success! Ecocinas are highly efficient
ecological stoves that burn less wood in meal preparation and
protect the respiratory health of women and children by venting
smoke out of the home. Because less fuel is burned, less carbon 
dioxide enters the atmosphere which reduces the impact to our climate. An Ecocina is a gift of health to
those in need and a promise of hope for our planet! Thanks to all for making this project so meaningful! 

https://coloradosun.com/2021/11/24/xcel-coal-comanche-3-plant-early-closure/
https://my.xcelenergy.com/customersupport/s/
https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/get-involved/a-year-of-resolutions


Sacred Conversations
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Join us on January 5 at 3 p.m. as we continue our commitment 
to practice and learn how to engage in Sacred Conversations.
We will gather in-person and on Zoom to learn, listen and share.

Gun Buy Back Event on January 16
Join Mountain View United Church, Aurora and 6th Avenue
United Church of Christ, as we create an ecumenical coalition to
host a RAWtools Gun BuyBack to get guns off the streets.
RAWtools literally “turns guns into plowshares” by cutting the
surrendered guns into pieces that are later forged into garden
tools and jewelry. 

On January 16, 2022, the Sunday of MLK Day weekend, we will
honor the non-violent legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
with a worship service at 6th Ave. UCC (10:00-11:00) where

volunteers will be blessed and commissioned for the Gun BuyBack that will be hosted at Mountain
View United Church (1:00-3:00). During the worship service surrendered guns will be sawed into
pieces to be made into garden tools and other resistance art. For more information click HERE.

Mission Team Metro Denver UCC Home Update
Thank you! Between the participating Denver UCC churches we have enough
funds and furnishings to welcome two Refugee families. The International
Refugee Committee informed us mid-December that they would prefer to wait
to settle our first family. So hopefully in early January we will be setting up our
first home for the first family we plan to sponsor. The plan is to do one family
first due to coordination and volunteers and then welcome a second family.
Let's hope we will be able to assist both families in January! Thank you again to
everyone who has supported this effort!  -  Susan Howard, Kirk Mission Committee

Our Whole Lives (OWL)
We will be offering Our Whole Lives (OWL) Sexuality Education for our 4th-
6th graders. If you know of a child interested in participating, please contact
Jackie ASAP. Parents must participate in an in person meeting prior to
children enrolling. Our first gathering is Sunday, January 30 after worship.

Conversations with Scripture!
Each Tuesday we gather in the Welcome Center and online from 1-2 p.m. 
We will be discussing the book of Jeremiah. All are welcome! 

https://denpres.org/news-backend/2021/12/22/gun-buyback-january-16-2022
https://denpres.org/news-backend/2021/12/22/gun-buyback-january-16-2022
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Happy Birthdays!

01/04  Jason Sheehan         01/07  Josh Peele                   01/07  Gwendolyn Plue        
01/09  Doug Adrian              01/10  Ben Hamilton            01/11  Audrey Perry             
01/11  Gabriel Perry            01/18  Rebecca Heller         01/23  Edward Trudel-Brady 
01/24  Hadley Bowles         01/24  Jackie Smith               01/29  Alec Snyder              
01/31  Carol Lyons


