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people are precious and our time with one another is a gift

that rest and time to learn a new renews the spirit and the mind

that justice is needed and can be done in all times

that there are always new and creative ways to worship and be God’s faithful church to bring love,

welcome and justice into the world

that plans do not mean as much as intentional decisions that bring life and love into the world

The world is beginning to open up. More of us are traveling, more of us are going into an office instead of

working from home; more of us are attending activities instead of zooming them; and more of us are

having to make more decisions about how to spend our time and energy. 

I have been excited to be able to do more things away from home such as going to church camp in-person

at La Foret, actually seeing friends for lunch, attending an in person Pride event in my county and being

able to worship in person with others. I am sure we all have a list such as this. As we continue to expand

our wings and get out there in safe ways, I have begun to ponder the question---how will I spend my time

in meaningful and intentional ways?

Pre-pandemic our society had become a society of being busy for busy sake. Always rushing, always

ready to cram one more thing into our already overwhelmed schedules, always trying to do more with

less time. Will we move back into that way of living? Or have we learned a thing or two from our

time at home, our time away from scheduling, our time away from always going, going, going?

My hope is that we have learned to be more intentional about our decision surrounding our time. More

intentional in spending our time in those ways that bring joy, that fills life and the world with goodness

and brings justice for all people. In the midst of living in just and caring ways I hope we continue to find

ways to study, learn, read, rest, and breathe in the beauty of God’s world so we are led in those ways that

bring hope, justice, healing and unity to our broken and divided world. I hope that we choose those

things that help creation, that work to bring voice to the voiceless, justice to the oppressed and equality

for ALL people. My hope is that we continue to find ways to be WITH people. To spend intentional time

sharing our stories, sitting with one another and simply enjoying the presence of others.

As we move forward to a more opened up world, may we not forget the lessons of the pandemic lock

down:

Let us be intentional with our faith and life decisions as we move forward into God’s big world in new and

meaningful ways.

Peace, Rev. Sondra Tilsley

Interim Sabbatical Pastor

Kirk of Bonnie Brae

From Rev. Tilsley



Looking for something fun before the beginning of the 4th of July holiday? The
Mission committee of the Kirk and the Hope and Home Foster Care Agency
that is renting offices in our building are planning a Kirk parking lot carnival
for the agency’s foster families on Friday, July 2 from 4-6 p.m. We will set up
booths of games, grill hotdogs, give out prizes, and all that carnival fun. We
need volunteers to set up and run booths and other participants to make this a
successful event. Please, consider your own ability to contribute and enjoy! To
Volunteer, contact Vicki Wright at vswright48@hotmail.com

4th of July Carnival 
July 2nd from 4-6 p.m.

Hope and Home Foster Care Agency is also having a school supply
drive to benefit children in foster care. As you are purchasing
school supplies for your own children this summer, please consider
adding a few additional supplies to help those in need. Hope and
Home is taking donations of all school supplies but is especially in
need of:

School Supply Drive for
Hope & Home

Camp Comissioning
We have lots of Kirk kids attending camp the week of July 11. We will be blessing them in worship on

Sunday, July 11. We also invite the congregation to write them letters of support and care while they

are at camp. They are giving an entire week to developing their relationship with God and it is

important they know their church is with them on this journey! Campers will be at camp July 11-17.

Mail letters to:
Camper’s Name
Name of Camp
6145 Shoup Rd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80908

Pioneer Camp:
Emerson Sheehan
Nathan Trudel-Brady
Lyle Davidson

Explorer Camp:
Gwen Wright
Calvin Davidson
Rylin Sheehan
Eddie Trudel-Brady
Jude Zec

MAAD:
Ellie Smith

Voyager Camp:
Lydia Seedorf

backpacks
notebooks
binders
pencils
scissors
rulers

erasers
pencil bags
folders
pencil
sharpeners
markers

crayons
glue
calculators
pens
loose leaf
paper



With more people receiving vaccinations, the Kirk Covid Response Team and Kirk Council want to
begin a slow return to in-person Worship. We are prioritizing those that have struggled to connect
on zoom but hope there will be enough opportunities that everyone who wants to will have a
chance to worship in person in the coming months. The Kirk has been committed throughout the
Pandemic to 1. Safety and 2. Inclusion. We hope to continue to uphold these values through
protocols to ensure COVID safety as well as a process of registration.

In-Person Worship Plan

07/14  Rylin Sheehan            07/08  Lyle Davidson                07/09  Elliana Wright           
07/09Ashlea Zook                  07/10  Kim Martin                      07/10   Sheryl Mitchell         
07/11  Eli Johnson                  07/12   Cheryl Burnside           07/16  Carmelo Alcantara     
07/18  Carrie Herring           07/18  Madison Berry              07/19  Paul Kriescher           
07/22  Rusty Campos           07/26  Frank Ross                       07/30  Greg DeMoully          
07/30  Betsy Hamilton

Happy Birthday!

As of right now, we are requiring registration to attend in-person worship. There are 3 remaining

Sundays open to register for worship: July 11, July 18, August 8. The remaining Sundays will be

online only.

To register to attend in-person worship – go to http://bit.ly/joinuskirk and sign up or call the church

office at 303-777-0343 to sign up. YOU MUST REGISTER NO LATER THAN NOON ON FRIDAYS.

We are limiting the number of households to 14 at the moment. 

Once you are registered you will receive a confirmation email that lays out the procedure for

Sunday morning. Think of it as a covenant you are making with the church. Our Council has updated
our current COVID protocols. Please see the COVID Protocols on pages 9-10 of this newsletter
for the details of that Covenant.

To Register for In-Person Worship:

To make this happen, we need volunteer hosts to arrive early
on Sunday mornings to check-in participants, set up
communion, help participants find seats that are open and
distanced from others, dismiss at the end of worship. The
volunteers are not counted as a part of the household limits, as
we need two fully vaccinated volunteers each Sunday. We
cannot make this work without hosts to support this process. If
you are interested in volunteering to be trained and serve as a
host contact Ann Karlberg at akarlberg0630@outlook.com.

Volunteers Needed

mailto:akarlberg0630@outlook.com


Do you love this church? Do you think that other people would benefit, if not thrive, if they too were

to find out about our Community? Our inclusive faith? Our progressive theology? The depth of

meaning and the fun we have together?

Then we need you! We are gathering a working group to help us name who we are as a church and to

intentionally reach out to welcome new people to our church. This will include a series of gatherings

to brainstorm, think, be creative, put words to experiences and feelings so we can develop a

marketing plan to reach out to friends, neighbors and others who are looking for a church like us. If

you would like to be a part of this working group or are just curious enough to want to know more,

contact Don Drews at dcdin60302@gmail.com.

Our Sunday services will remain online throughout the month of

July, even as some return to the sanctuary. To connect to our

Sunday Worship services go to

https://zoom.us/j/6353601111pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQ

OGowYURCZz09

Meeting ID: 6353601111; Password: 303 777 0343

      OR

To connect by phone, call 1 669 900 6833 then enter Meeting

ID: 6353601111; Password: 303 777 0343

      OR

Watch on facebook (no account needed) at

https://www.facebook.com/KirkBonnieBrae/

Worship is at 10 a.m. every Sunday. You may login up to 15

minutes early to make sure you are connected in time.

Connect with Virtual Worship

Growing our Church

The Kirk on YouTube

Follow our YouTube Channel. If we can get 100 followers we can

have a private url.

If there is a sermon you like or that really impacted you, either from

the past or present, you can share that on your social media or email

a link to a friend or family member you would like to discuss it with.

You can use this as a way to invite others to church. If you have

spoken to someone about our church, you can direct them to a

particular sermon or the youtube channel so they can get a taste of

who we are!

Did you know the Kirk is on YouTube? All of our Sunday sermons are

posted later in the day on Sundays. Some ways to engage with our

YouTube channel:

1.

2.

3.

mailto:dcdin60302@gmail.com


This month we continue to explore our Calling to do God’s work in the world. 

Please see below the full Calendar of Worship for the Sabbatical

July 4: Children’s Ministry Sunday, Online Only
Psalm 23, Led by Jackie Kendall-Gebel

July 11: “Called Out of Justice”, In Person and Online Worship
Exodus 1:15-21, Led by Rev. Sondra Tilsley

July 18: “All Are Called”, In-Person and Online Worship
Jeremiah 1:4-10, Led by Rev. Sondra Tilsley

July 25: Joint UCC Worship, Online Only
THERE IS  A NEW ZOOM LINK FOR THIS SERVICE: WATCH YOUR EMAIL FOR THE LINK

August 1: Music Ministry Sunday, Online Only
Psalm 100, Led by Greg Cooke

August 8: In-Person and Online
Luke 1:26-38, Led by Rev. Sondra Tilsley

Part of the role of Pastor is to provide pastoral support to the congregation in

times of crisis as well as to keep the congregation connected through

relationship and communication. For the 12 weeks Selena is on Sabbatical a

Care Team Leader will provide the connection and communication, while Rev.

Sondra Tilsley will respond as Pastor if there is a crisis. 

There are six Care Teams, each led by a volunteer member of the Kirk who will

check in with you one or two times during the Sabbatical to make sure you are

up-to-date on Kirk happenings and to ask if you have any questions, concerns

or are in need of pastoral support. You received an email in May connecting

you with your Care Team Leader so you can reach out to them as needed. If

there is a Pastoral Emergency you can contact your Care Team Leader or

reach out directly to Rev. Sondra Tilsley at revsondra@aol.com or on her cell

at 303-249-2015. You can find the list of Care Teams and Leaders Contact

Info HERE and use the password 3037770343 (the same password as Zoom).

Sabbatical Schedule

Care Teams

For over 10 years we have gathered with our sister UCC churches on
the last Sunday in July for a joint worship service. This year, due to
COVID, we cannot gather in one physical space, so instead we are
gathering together on Zoom. Our Preacher will be Rev. Dr. James
Fouther, Pastor of The United Church of Montbello. Be watching for
information on ways to participate in music as well as a zoom link for
this service that will allow 9 churches to gather together.

Joint UCC Worship - July 25

mailto:revsondra@aol.com
https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/get-involved/church-directory


What questions do you ask scripture? What questions does scripture ask you?
Tuesdays at 2 p.m. on Zoom we engage with Scripture in this kind of dialogue. We
are currently reading the Gospel of John. All are welcome to the conversation!
*Tim Ward will be leading this discussion during Sabbatical on Zoom. You can
reach Tim at tward27@gmail.com.
July 6: John 20
July 13: John 21
These two lessons will conclude our study of the Gospel of John. The group will not
meet for the remainder of July and will resume weekly gatherings in late August.

Conversations with Scripture

Theology on Tap
On July 11 at 4 p.m. we will gather at Reiver's Bar and Grill on the patio,
located at 1085 S Gaylord St, Denver, CO 80209. Paul Kreischer will guide
our conversation. Please join us for an evening of thoughtful discussion at
an event that looks almost normal!

DIG will be taking a break for the remainder of the summer. DIG will
resume meetings in late August upon Selena's return. 

DIG

As we are finding ways to engage in and through COVID, we will bring
back Food Truck nights this summer in partnership with the Cory
Merrill Neighborhood Association. This year Food Trucks will be pick
up only and the building will not be open, but we will welcome food
trucks into our parking lot. Diane and Joe Berry are leading the effort
this summer. Summer Food Truck Nights will be: July 13, July 27,
August 10, and August 24, from 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Food Trucks

Anti-Racism Team
The Anti-Racism Team will be taking a break for the month of July.
Their next meeting will be on August 16 at 7 p.m. on Zoom. If you
would like more information about this meeting or would like to join
the Anti-Racism team, please reach out to Eva Gebel at
egebel@outlook.com

mailto:tward27@gmail.com


In the June church council meeting we focused on improving both our short term and long-term

process and strategy for caring for our building and grounds. Our current group of volunteers

on the property committee include Donna Furman, Greg Sherry and Paul Kreisler deserve a big

thank you for their work the next time you are talking to any of them. That committee

provided a report of current and planned projects and the Council read an article describing the

process for creating long term budget support for preventative maintenance as well as

unplanned emergency failures and incidents. The growth of our revenue from revenue means

more people are using the building and there will be more wear and tear but also means more

income available to support a long-term preventative maintenance budget. Chris Smith

volunteered to take the initial steps to seek help from a subject matter expert in developing this

long-term strategy.

The Council also reviewed and approved major relaxation to our COVID protocols for activities

on church property both inside and outside of the building. Anyone sponsoring an activity on

the property will communicate those new rules as part of advertising their event but the

biggest change is that masks are now optional for those who are fully vaccinated and social

distancing is no longer required for outdoor events. Advance registration for events is still being

done so that we can meet state needs for effective contact tracing if we learn of a positive test

for COVID among activity jparticipants.

Mark Dutell

Eva Gebel & Rich Rowlands Wedding:
Rescheduled

June Council Activities

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Eva Gebel and Rich Rowlands had to
postpone their wedding celebration. The celebration of their wedding is now
scheduled for Saturday, September 4 at 2 p.m. The full congregation is
invited. Please RSVP HERE before July 31.

Saturday, August 21 we will have a Memorial Service for Vernon Beebe at 11
a.m. in the Sanctuary. Masks and distancing will be encouraged. It will be a
service of music, sharing stories and giving thanks to God for our beloved
Vern.

Memorial for Vernon Beebe

https://www.zola.com/wedding/richardandeva2020/rsvp


Historically, electric vehicles preceded gas-powered cars.Electric vehicles (EVs) are driven by an

electric motor, which is a simple piece of technology attributed to the work of Michael Faraday.

In 1831, he discovered how to convert electric energy into motion through a process called

electromagnetic induction. 

Electric motors have many advantages over the internal combustion engine, including zero

emissions and high efficiency.Cutting edge EVs of today can accelerate from 0-60 mph in 2

seconds!

In the early 1900s, the appeal of EVs declined due to limited battery technology. Today,

however, the US Department of Energy is funding research into fuel cell technology to promote

development of batteries with increased performance at reduced cost. 

An EV can be charged at home on a common 120-volt outlet; however, it would take nearly two

days to fully charge the batteries.Most owners install a 240-volt outlet so their vehicles can be

completely charged in about 10-12 hours.Some public spaces, like shopping centers and parking

garages, are installing charging stations which can charge an EV even faster, but not all vehicles

are compatible with these chargers. 

Most EVs today can travel around 200 miles when fully charged. Tesla’s long-range Model 3 is

estimated by the EPA to get 350 miles on a single charge. It’s relatively affordable at $49,000.

Chevrolet, Nissan, Hyundai, and Volkswagen all sell EVs that are comparable in cost to

conventional gas-powered cars with a price tag between $30,000 to $40,000. Many EVs qualify

for both federal and state tax credits, up to $11,500.

July’s climate theme continues a focus on transportation, this month specifically on electric cars. For

inspiration, listen to Paul Kriescher’s 50-second video HERE. Let’s consider a few facts about

electric cars. Did you know...

If you need a new car, make it your climate resolution to explore purchasing an EV. Or commit to

calling our own Jackie Kendall-Gebel to learn more about the everyday experience of owning an EV.

Then go to the Kirk website HERE and share your commitment with the congregation so it can be

included on the Climate Resolution Thermometer!

A Year of Climate Resolutions

Ice Cream Social: A Sunny Delight
Despite a week of wet weather, the sun shone pleasantly on
Sunday afternoon, June 27, for the Ice Cream Social hosted by the
Green Justice Team!Over 40 people enjoyed the face-to-face
fellowship after a long year of virtual events. Delicious choices of
ice cream made the in-person gathering that much sweeter!
Attendees had been invited to arrive at the Social by low-carbon
methods of transportation.Many rose to the challenge:  5 came in
hybrid cars, 6 by bike, 3 walking and 6 carpooled. The prize,
however, went to Eva, Rich, and Jackie who arrived in Jackie’s
electric car!She parked it amid the festivities to showcase its style
and features. Thanks, Jackie, for highlighting our Climate
Resolutions theme for July!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9mGEq0zHQ4
https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/get-involved/a-year-of-resolutions


Follow state guidelines: Kirk events will comply with guidelines issues by the State of Colorado

Department of Public Health for places of worship along with any supplements or additions

issued by the city and county of Denver.

Pre- Approval: All indoor events must be approved in advance by the Pastor or their designee to

confirm event capacity is appropriate for the space being used and to confirm the ability to

comply with these guidelines.

Pre-Registration: All attendees of a Kirk sponsored event must preregister following

instructions provided with the announcement of an event. Attendance will be restricted to a

number approved by the Council. That initial attendance limit will be no more than 14 family

units.

Entrance and check in: All attendees must enter through the front doors of the church next to

the sanctuary to avoid unnecessary exposure to tenants and other groups who may be using the

building. At the building entrance attendees must check in with hosts who will be fully

vaccinated volunteers. The hosts are responsible for confirming registration for the event and

confirming self -reporting of COVID symptoms and known COVID exposures by attendees. All

volunteer hosts must complete an orientation training program outlined in a separate

document.

Physical Distancing: Parties should stay at least 6 feet apart from each other. A “party” includes

members of a household who live together. The hosts will be responsible for controlling the flow

of groups into the event to assure compliance to distancing requirements. Seating for events in

the Sanctuary will be assigned by the hosts.

Masks:  People who are 11 years and older and not fully vaccinated are strongly encouraged to

wear a mask over their noses and mouths whenever they are in the building. Each attendee is

responsible for bringing their own mask.

Presenting speakers, singers and choirs: must be 12 feet from the audience if the speaker is

wearing a mask and 25 feet if unmasked.

On June 15, 2021 the Kirk Council, approved a revised schedule and process for blended virtual and

in person worship service using the following schedule and protocols:

DATES FOR BLENDED IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL WORSHIP: 
The schedule for the blended in person and virtual worship will include worship Sundays during

Selena’s Sabbatical where Sondra Tilsley is leading the service (July 11, July 18, August 8). We will

also conduct a blended service on

Selena’s return from sabbatical on August 15. All other worship from May through Selena’s return

will be virtual only.

IN PERSON WORSHIP PROTOCOLS:
Purpose: To promote as much as possible a safe and healthy environment that reduces the risk

of infection from COVID-19 or related health threats during congregational programs and

initiatives on the Kirk of Bonnie Brae property.

Requirements fo indoor programing sponsored by the Kirk of Bonnie Brae Church:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Hybrid Virtual & In-Person Worship 
REVISED JUNE 15



Communion: Individually packaged communion will be distributed upon entrance if
communion is served.
Offering: Offering basket will be on a table in the back of the sanctuary.
Hymnals/religious books: These items will be removed. Printed communication will be
via the projection screen. An attendee may bring their own bible or personal electronic
device.
Communal singing by the congregation: The seating layout in our sanctuary does not
meet the state guidelines for congregational singing without masks. Attendees wishing
to sing will be required to wear a mask while doing so.
No Children’s Programming: During worship service children will sit with their family
group.

8. Touchless service and social time:

9. Food and Beverage: No food or beverage or formal hospitality event will be offered, before,
during or after an event.
10. Restrooms: The use of restrooms is discouraged. Restroom usage, if required should be one
person at a time. Anyone using the restroom will be responsible for wiping surfaces after use
with antibacterial wipes that will be provided.
11. Exiting: Ushers will dismiss the event by rows with exit required in one direction back
through the main sanctuary doors. Social distancing and masks rules must be observed during
this process.
12. Pre and Post Event Socializing: Informal socializing if it occurs, must be outside of the
building. 
13. Cleaning: Cleaning should be completed after each event following State Department
of Public Heath guidelines.

Hybrid Virtual & In-Person Worship 
REVISED JUNE 15


