
Dear Kirk,

Clarity is kindness. In March when the Pandemic became our reality there was more clarity, at

least for me, that we needed to cease all in-person engagement at the church both for our most

vulnerable members but also for the common good. It was then clear again that we were called to

respond to the need of the food insecure in our community and the Matthew 25:35 project could

be done safely with minimal risk and high reward. Many Kirk folks attending protests in support

of the Black Lives Matter movement, too are weighing the risk with the need to show up for racial

justice. Yet, the threat of the pandemic is resurging and there seems little clarity to be found. So I

want to tell you what I know:

I know that church is more than Sunday mornings

I know that music is essential to our worship 

I know that it is harder (for many) to be apart together than together apart

I know that isolation is truly painful; I know that church is about community and faith, without

either we fail to be the church

I know that in-person contact is needed for a healthy, whole life

I know our values are to center those who are most vulnerable and to be radically inclusive.

If I made a list of all the things I didn’t know, well it would be too big to fit in your inbox. My role

as Pastor is to tend to the spiritual needs of our community (Kirk community and wider

community). And so taking into consideration all that I know, the guidance of council and input

from many congregants, while our worship will remain online only, we will tentatively begin to

offering in-person gatherings in small groups.

There is no road map for how to move forward. I welcome your feedback. I ask that if you choose

to attend an in-person gathering that you abide by ALL precautions which include-wearing

masks, distancing, and reserving your spot in advance so we can ensure small groups. As we move

forward we do so carefully, knowing that we might have to step back again, side step a few

times… It will be our own Parable as we carefully, lovingly, intentionally, patiently and

compassionately move through this time. 

Selena
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To connect with Worship each Sunday login to Zoom at: 

     https://zoom.us/j/6353601111       

     pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09

    Meeting ID: 6353601111; Password: 303 777 0343

OR

     Call 1 669 900 6833 then enter Meeting ID: 6353601111;        

     Password: 303 777 0343

Worship is at 10 a.m. every Sunday. You may login up to 15 minutes

early to make sure you are connected in time (though connection

should take only one minute).

Create Sacred Space
Our homes have been transformed into our sacred space. Each

week think about where you will be best able to worship: on your

front porch, in the living room, around the kitchen table? If you are

able to move your computer, consider trying different locations to

worship in.  Each week we invite you to bring a candle to worship

with you that we will light together. July 5 is our communion

Sunday so please bring bread and a beverage with you to share in

this holy meal. As we offer communion each week as a part of our

prayer stations, you are always invited to share in communion

during the postlude the latter Sundays of the month.

Sundays - Connecting to God &
Community Online

Immediately following the worship service we end the live

stream of our service and build community through

announcements and then as we break into small groups. A

question is offered and you are automatically divided into small

groups. Many Kirk folks have gotten to know new people during

this time! We hope everyone will stay for these few short

minutes as we strengthen our connections and community!

After Worship Check-In



July 5: On God’s Terms: Distancing and Communion Sunday
As the time of distancing stretches out before us, what does the story of our faith have to teach
us about this space between us?

July 12: On God’s Terms: Thank you
Early on in the Pandemic many people were taking time to thank frontline workers. What do we
mean when we say thank you. How might these words be filled? How might these words feel
empty?

July 19: On God’s Terms: Masks
We are not the first ones to be asked to wear a mask. Moses had to cover his face after
beholding the presence of God. How might we understand masks through this story and
through our call to love? 
 

July 26: RMC Worship. 
It is our tradition that the last Sunday of July we worship with many other UCC churches in the
area. This year our Rocky Mountain Conference will offer a worship experience for all UCC
churches to share in together. We will gather on Zoom as we do each week and be led in
worship by leaders throughout our conference.

Worship in July

Children's Ministry Online
The children and youth have been meeting with Jackie on zoom several
times a week for check in, stories and song. We will be continuing our 
 “lunch bunch” on Tuesdays from 12-12:30 p.m. Please set up lunch so
the kids can eat while we talk. Jackie would like to use this time to do
some Communion education. We will also continue the check-in time on
Thursdays at 7 p.m. Youth group will continue on Thursday nights 7:30
p.m. If you want to include other children or youth in these sessions,
please email Jackie. This is a great time to include grandkids or youth
friends.

Happy Birthday!
JULY
07/14 Rylin Sheehan           07/08 Lyle Davidson               07/09 Elliana Wright
07/09 Ashlea Zook              07/10 Kim Martin                     07/10 Sheryl Mitchell
07/11 Eli Johnson               07/12 Cheryl Burnside             07/16 Carmelo Alcantara
07/18 Carrie Herring           07/18 Madison Berry               07/19 Paul Kriescher
07/22 Rusty Campos         07/26 Frank Ross                     07/30 Greg DeMoully
07/30 Betsy Hamilton



Conversations with the Psalms
We meet Tuesdays at 2 p.m. to engage in dialogue with scripture and each
other. We are continuing our study of the Psalmist’s Greatest Hits! Join us on
Zoom!
July 7: Psalm 51
July 14: Psalm 91
July 21: Psalm 119
July 28: No meeting this week

Theology on Tap
This month we will be discussing generational sin. Within our sacred
text there is a question running through that asks how the sins of one
generation impacts generations to follow. As our country is facing the
generational sin of racism – how does the Bible and our understanding
of God, faith, Jesus guide us into this conversations. We will gather on
Zoom at 4 p.m. on July 12! Grab a beverage and join the conversation!

Book Group - Fiction
This month we will be reading Jayber Crow: A Novel by the poet Wendell Berry. All
are invited to read the book this month and join us for a Zoom discussion on
Sunday, July 26 at 1 p.m.

Book Group - Non-Fiction
We continue to read Waking-Up White by Debby Irving. July 19 at 1 p.m. we will
discuss chapters 4-6 on Zoom. Whether you are reading with us or not all are
welcome to join in on the conversation.

Ellen Campos will order these yard signs with metal stakes for
anyone who wants one.  The cost is $12.  There has to be a
minimum order of 10 signs.  If you are interested, please email
Ellen at ellen@cr-a.com or call her at 303-771-5875.
The specifications are: 

We Believe Yard Signs

2-Sided Yard Sign
24” (W) x 18” (H)
Outdoor/Indoor
Weatherproof

Premium Corrugated Plastic
Hi-Resolution Printing
Metal Step-Stake



All in-person gatherings require that you RSVP to Selena  or the office in advance and all participants must
wear a mask.

In-Person Gatherings

Coffee & Chat
Saturday, July 18 at 10 a.m. come have Coffee with Kirk friends. We
will set up two locations (as needed) on Kirk grounds (one by the shed
and one in the courtyard) for folks to distance and check in with each
other in person. We ask that everyone interested in attending
contact Selena by July 15 to ensure that our groups are 10 or less
people, bring a lawn chair or let Selena know and she will set one up
for you, wear a mask and bring coffee.

July 18 at 11 a.m. is Kirk Bocci Ball (a cross between bowling and
croquette). If sitting and chatting is not your speed but you are ready
to be physically near your church community, join us for a few games
of Bocci Ball! If you don’t know how to play, know it is simple with no
experience or expertise required. If you plan to come please let
Selena know by July 15 and plan to wear a mask. During this time
Kids are welcome to side walk chalk the parking lot spaces! Each
kiddo can have a car space to write positive messages to share with
our renters and all who come throughout the week!

Bocci Ball 

Youth Group
Youth group IN PERSON social distanced party at Jackie’s
house Friday July 10, 7-8:30 p.m. We have been meeting every
week on Zoom. This is your BIG chance to meet in person (with
safety guidelines of course).You MUST RSVP by July 6. You must
wear a mask and bring your own drink and snack. We will gather
outside around the fire pit at 6 ft. distances. We will postpone if
weather doesn’t cooperate for us to be outside.  Please RSVP to
Jackie at Jackiedave@comcast.net



The first two sentences of the order state, “The safest option to protect the most people and to
prevent the spread of the virus is to offer services online during this phase of the pandemic. We
strongly recommend that those who are at higher risk continue to use online options.”
Required capacity limitation of 50 people or 50% of capacity whichever is smaller. Use pre-
registration to ensure compliance.
Social distancing requirement including entry, exit, and use of restrooms of 6 feet minimum per
family group. Use floor markings to designate appropriate distancing.
Requirement to disinfect all areas after each service.
Requirement to use masks as much as possible.
Create a touchless worship service including no Hymnals, individual packaged communion etc.
Choirs and congregational singing should not be a part of worship.
Requires speakers and performing singers distanced 25 feet from anyone else.
Children’s activities must follow guidelines for child care facilities.

On June 4 the State of Colorado updated safer at home guidelines for a variety of organizations
including houses of worship. Our committee met to review those guidelines, review the actions of
other churches based on the revised guidelines and assess feedback from our congregation.
Here is a summary of the revised guidelines:

Based on these guidelines, we recommend continuing only online services through at least July. Our
committee plans to meet monthly to review any changes to state guidelines, experiences of other
churches and feedback from our congregation. We will provide the Council with a monthly
summary of that review. 

We recognize that some churches are now offering in-building worship. Our recommendation is
based on our belief that our congregation understands the risks and limitations of in-building
worship under these guidelines, and the need to provide for the safety of those in our congregation
who are at higher risk.  Given that understanding as well as the success of our online worship, we
believe our recommendation is appropriate.

We also recommend that the Council encourage the staff to develop and offer non-worship small
group outdoor activities following the simpler state guidelines for outdoor gatherings. This could
include existing programs such as book group or Theology on Tap or new programing focused on
staying connected in relationship.

Submitted by,

Selena Wright
Ann Karlberg
Mark Dutell

Recommendation from COVID 
Response Committee 6/12/2020



In June the Kirk Social Justice Team had its inaugural meeting. This group is committed to educating
and supporting the Kirk in our call to social justice. If you feel called to serve God, the church and the
common good through this team, contact Eva Gebel.

Social Justice Team

The first event offered by this team is a Movie Discussion of the
documentary, 13th. This documentary explores the “intersection of
race, justice, and mass incarceration in the United States.” Due to
images of violence and what some have named as “heart breakingly
real” this film is recommended for mature teens and older. For any
that choose to watch it, know that there are disturbing images, facts
and implications that will take time to process. 

We invite the Kirk community to watch the film in advance and join
us for a conversation on July 13 at 7 p.m.  The film is free to watch
for all as Netflix has released it to Youtube. You can view the film in
its entirety HERE

Social Justice Event: Engaging Racial Justice 
                                                                 July 13, 7 p.m.

Green Justice Team
Earth Day Everyday! Each month we will include tips to help you live out the 5 R’s for a sustainable
life. Can you incorporate one or all of these tips into your commitment to make Earth Day Everyday!

Reduce
Indoor Water Consumption: Since 40% to 70% of our water consumption is inside of our homes and
buildings, you will appreciably reduce water consumption by replacing any toilets using more than
1.6 gallons/flush. You can find that by looking at the stamped information at the base of the toilet
seat or by lifting off the top of the tank and it is usually stamped inside. Also, if you have shower-
heads using more than 2 gallons/minute (which you can measure it by filling a gallon bucket for 30
seconds with the shower-head and, if it overflows before the 30 second mark you know your
shower-head is wasting water). You can also time your shower time and then work to shorten it by
at least one minute per shower to save A LOT of water if you have 4 people showering every
day (see below). Buy WaterSense labeled toilets, shower-heads, faucets AND clothes washers when
replacing these sources of water usage.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krfcq5pF8u8


Electronic Recycling: 
Disposing of electronic equipment in the trash is illegal in Colorado. These electronic devices
 include: television sets, central processing units (CPUs), computer monitors, peripherals,
printers, fax machines, laptops, notebooks, ultra-books, net books, electronic tablets, digital video
disc (DVD) players, video cassette recorders (VCRs), radios, stereos, video game consoles and
video display devices with viewing screens greater than four inches diagonally. Denver Recycles
offers resources like special collection events to assist residents with recycling unwanted
electronics. There are also free and low-cost recycling options through local retailers and
manufacturers which are accessible on their website. Blue Star Recyclers mission is to recycle
electronics while employing people with autism and other disabilities. For more on this go to:
Denver Recycles: https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/trash-and-
recycling/recycling/electronics-recycling.html and check out at Blue Star
Recyclers: http://bluestarrecyclers.org/

Recycle

Refuse
“No” is a complete sentence. This month as many continue to get take out remember to
refuse:
PAPER NAPKINS: If you don’t need a paper napkin, don’t take one. You probably have cloth
napkins at home. 
DISPOSABLE PLASTIC UTENSILS: Along with refusing disposable cutlery comes keeping your
own somewhere, so that if you’re at an office party with cake, you can go grab metal silverware to
wash instead of the plastic. If you know you’re going somewhere with disposable cutlery, just grab
a fork on the way out. And if you’re out and forget, consider if you’re eating something that really
needs silverware or if your hands are an option.

Reuse
Laundry Waste:
Dryer sheets make excellent dusting rags, especially for sucking up pet hair. They work great for
scrubbing off soap scum and polishing chrome too! You can also collect the lint from the dryer to
make recycled paper or paper maché, or even compostable seed pots.

Rot
Did you know that almost 50% of what Denver residents send to the landfill is compostable?
In the landfill, however, organic waste is problematic. When organics decay under anaerobic
(without oxygen) conditions, methane gas is released. Methane is 21 times more potent than CO2
in warming the atmosphere! If you’re a Denver resident, consider signing up for the city’s
compost collection program. Weekly collection of compostable waste costs $29.25 per quarter.
Materials collected include food scraps, non-recyclable paper such as paper plates, napkins, paper
towels, and pizza boxes, and yard debris such as grass, leaves, branches and brush. Further,
everyone can help “close the compost loop” by purchasing Denver’s Own EcoGro Compost, sold
at Ace Hardware stores. Adding compost to your soil improves soil structure, increases moisture
retention and provides vital nutrients to plants.


