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“Come, Let us reason together” 

                                                       -Isaiah 1:18 

“Dear God, sometimes I think about you even when I am not praying” 

                                                                                                               – letters to God from children 

 

What is Theology? 

Theology vs Ideology 

How is Theology different from Ideology? 

Ideology defined is a system of ideas and ideals, especially one that forms the basis of economic or 

political theory and policy. 

Or 

Ideology is concealment of power 

How have we (broadly speaking) turned theology into ideology?  

When we do this what do we lose? 

Theology defined broadly 

The root of theology:    God and logos (word) 

What/who is God?  

What/who is logos? 

Logos (John 1) meanings: word, speaking, logic, reasoning/rationality, science, study, doctrine, 

saying/discourse/rumor, narrator 

Christian Theology 

What is the difference between Christian Theology when compared with Jewish or Muslim Theology? 

What is the relationship between theology and the church?  

Can theology be separated from doxology (praise)? 

Definitions of Christian Theology: 

• Theology is faith seeking understanding 



o “I do not understand so that I may believe, but I believe so that I may understand” - 
Anselm 

• Theology is the church’s self examination according to the truth it confesses 

• Theology is the task of deciding what should be taught – in the life and mission of the church in 
the world 

• Theology is critical inquiry into the validity of Christian witness 
 

Theology in Community 

James Cone says theology is: “subjective speech about God…that tells us far more about the hopes and 

dreams of certain God-talkers than about the Maker and Creator of heaven and earth” 

Does this view limit or expand what we are seeking to know about God? 

Western/Enlightenment based types of theology: 

Natural Theology 

Biblical Theology 

Systemic Theology 

Dogmatic Theology 

Practical Theology 

Narrative Theology 

Process Theology 

Theology of Peoples: 

Liberation Theology 

Black Liberation Theology 

Womanist Theology 

Mujerista – Latina Liberation Theology 

Contextual Theology: 
Palestinian liberation theology 
 

 “Falling in love is when you get the patience to listen to someone else’s story, exhaustively.  The same is 

knowing God…to come to know God is to tell God’s story exhaustively…a marriage is really about 

constant storytelling…every night you check in to see if there are new stories that needed to be 

added…” 

                                                                                                                                   -Doug Meeks 


