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From the Pastor
It is hard to believe that we are nearing the one year mark since COVID changed everything about how
we live. As we begin the sacred season of Lent this month, in some ways it feels as though we never left
Lent 2020.
Last year we began our isolation by saying “we are in the wilderness” but as joyful as our Easter Sunday
was last year with our many voices saying “Hallelujah!” as we remain at home on Sunday mornings it still
feels like we are in many ways wandering the wilderness. And so how do we approach Lent this year
when we know our mortality all to well, when we have had no choice but to do the hard work of
reflection and isolation? What we do is we don’t give up.
Typically, at the beginning of Lent we make choices of an item that we give up for Lent, but this year
maybe our focus needs to be “Don’t give up.” Regardless of how lost we feel, how far we have wandered
in the wilderness over the last year, we must not give up the good news we know in Jesus, we must not
give up the feelings that accompanied us on this journey, we must not give up community, etc. Beginning
Sunday, February 21 we will begin this Lenten Sermon Series. And so as you prepare for Lent this year,
receive your Lent-at-home-kit, lets realize all that we have given up already and let us lean into those
things that we must not give up.
Blessings,
Selena

Baby Shower for Carrie and Nolan
Herring
Carrie and Nolan Herring are expecting a baby in March! Please help us
celebrate with them by joining us for a Virtual Baby Shower on Saturday,
February 13 at 2pm on Zoom, same link as Worship. The Herrings are
registered at Target and Amazon.

Connect with Virtual Worship
Our Sunday services will be offered online only throughout the
month of February. We will continue to sing, pray, share,
praise and grow even when we cannot be together in one
place. To connect to our Sunday Worship services go to
https://zoom.us/j/6353601111pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2p
QOGowYURCZz09
Meeting ID: 6353601111; Password: 303 777 0343
OR
To connect by phone, call 1 669 900 6833 then enter Meeting
ID: 6353601111; Password: 303 777 0343
OR
Watch on facebook (no account needed) at
https://www.facebook.com/KirkBonnieBrae/
Worship is at 10 a.m. every Sunday. You may login up to 15
minutes early to make sure you are connected in time.

Worship in February

February 7: Worship with 6th Ave UCC
During remote worship we have engaged our sister church by sharing stories between us. This
Sunday we will hear two of our Kirk members (Nina Severns and Eva Gebel) and two 6th Ave
members respond to the question: When did you first realize/understand your racial identity?
Join us as we sing, pray, and share together.
February 14: Transfigured Love
It is Valentines Day, a day of love, but as with everything in 2020 we are learning that all that we
know can take a different shape and yet remain. As we hear the story of Jesus’ transfiguration that
will lead us into Lent on Ash Wednesday, we will explore the many shapes we have found of love in
the past year.
February 21: This Lent…Don’t Give Up, Mark 1:9-15
See the pastor’s note for more on our Lenten sermon series. We will begin as we enter the
wilderness with Jesus and somehow find good news on a hard journey. These are the words we are
longing for as we near a year into pandemic.
February 28: Don’t Give Up Grief, John 12:20-33
I know grief sounds like one of the first things we need to give up, but in fact when we allow
ourselves to grieve the pain of isolation, the loss of life, the fear, the cancellations – we gain tools to
aid us in faithfulness, resiliency and ultimately gratitude.
Join us in March as we
Don’t Give Up Prayer on March 7
Don’t Give Up Anger on March 14
Don’t Give Up Community on March 21
Don’t Give Up Your Joy (even when death is near) on Palm Sunday, March 28

Ash Wednesday
“from dust you were made and to dust you will return”
Join us on Zoom (see link below) on Wednesday, February 17,
for Ash Wednesday Worship hosted in partnership with 6th Ave, Wash
Park and Salem UCC. We will gather on Zoom at 6:30 p.m., hear music,
pray, and take some time to prepare ourselves for the journey of Lent.
*You will receive ashes in your Lent kit for this service. To Connect to
Ash Wednesday Worship use this link HERE

Lent Kits

As we continue our remote worship, we continue to
provide tactile ways for us as a church to feel engaged and
to support you in making your home into a sacred space to
move through the holy seasons. We are preparing Lent Kits
for each household of the Kirk to accompany you on your
Lenten Journey. The kits will include Ashes for Ash
Wednesday, a devotional to guide you or your family
through the season with spiritual practices and
intentionality, Communion for Maundy Thursday, and
more. The kits will be in the basket in the back courtyard of
the Kirk for you to pick up between February 12-17. If you
need it delivered to you, let Selena know at
selena@kirkofbonniebrae.org.
*If you are a remote member, your kit will be mailed to you.

Lenten Tea Time
As a part of our weekly devotional included in our Lent Kits, there is an
invitation to have a Tea Ceremony each week. Instead of doing this just in our
homes, I want to invite us to gather together for tea (on Zoom) each
Wednesday of Lent from 6:30-7:30 p.m. This will be a casual time to gather
and reflect with each other, responding to the questions laid out in our
devotional such as Week One Questions: Have you ever been baptized? Do
you remember it? What details do you remember or have you heard about?
And in any case, what does baptism mean to you? We will gather for Tea
February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 on Zoom. Join us as we engage in
these easy but meaningful sacred conversations.

Happy Birthday!
02/03 Ellen Campos
02/22 Harrison Hamilton
02/27 Emerson Sheehan

02/04 Liam Marlowe
02/23 Nolan Herring

02/08 Justin Snyder
02/23 Kelly Perry

Digging into the Book of Ruth
Sunday mornings we gather at 8:30 a.m. for DIG, a time to dig deeper
into the Bible and into relationship with each other. This month we are
studying the book of Ruth. All are welcome to login (same zoom link as
worship) and be a part of the conversation!

Conversations with Scripture
Three of the four gospels in the New Testament offer a similar telling of
Jesus’ life in substance and style, and then there is John. John uses
imagery and poetry to paint a picture of who and why Jesus is. Join us on
zoom Tuesdays at 2 p.m. as we work our way through the Gospel of John
with thoughts, questions, wisdom and wrestlings.
February 2: No Gathering
February 9: John 3
February 16: John 4:1-42
February 23: John 4:43-5:9

Theology on Tap
"Thy Kindom Come"
We pray these words each week as we worship as a part of the Lord's Prayer.
Ofter we speak of the Kingdom or the Kindom in worship, but what does this
mean? What are we praying for? And how does it happen? Do we create the
kindom or does God?Join us for Theology on Tap, February 21 at 4 p.m. on
Zoom for a casual conversation on the theology of the Kin(g)dom of God.

Non-Fiction Book Group
Our book group will be concluding our book Waking Up White on Sunday, February
14 at 1:30 p.m. If you joined in or read the book along the way but did not remain
connected to the monthly meetings, we welcome you to return as we discuss what
we learned and what questions remain.

Fiction Book Group
Our fictional book group will be reading Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi. Homegoing tells
the story of two sisters from Ghana and follows the parallel paths of these sisters
and their descendants through eight generations: from the Gold Coast to the
plantations of Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. We
will be discussing this book on Sunday, March 28 at 1:30 p.m. Grab the book and
join in on the discussion.

Kirk Game Night
Game night: New and Improved! February 26 at 7 p.m. As the winter
continues we are bringing back Game Night! This time we have new games
that we can play remotely using our smart devices to play! Join us for some
laughter and fun!

Virtual Screening: The Story of Plastic
Have you been worrying about all the plastic in our community and
wondering what to do about it? You can make a difference by participating
in The Plastics Problem: A Call to Action on February 4th at 7:00 pm. This
event will include watching the recent landmark documentary, The Story of
Plastic, and a virtual workshop during which you will learn about current
work and pending legislation on plastics in Colorado, connect with other
eco-leaders, and pledge to take purposeful personal action.

Register on Eventbrite HERE. After registering, you will receive links to watch the documentary at
your convenience and to attend the virtual zoom workshop. The virtual workshop will be facilitated
by Jasmin Barco (Eco-Cycle and Groundwork Denver). The event is open to faith communities
across Colorado and to the public. This event is a collaboration among grassroots groups working
for environmental justice and solutions to the climate crisis -- Eco-Cycle, the Green Justice Team of
The Kirk of Bonnie Brae, the Green First Task Force of First Universalist Church of Denver, and
Together Colorado/Climate Justice Committee. Space is limited. Please register soon!

“I never learned that in school”
Anti-Racism in the Public School Classroom
Often in our discussions and learning about racism in America, the questions turn to, “what are they
learning in school? Has the curriculum changed from when I was a kid? How much responsibility do
schools have in teaching about systemic racism?” To further this dialogue, our very own Social Studies
Teacher, Pat Wright, will be leading us in an exploration of how race and the history of people of color is
taught to his 7th and 8th graders. We hope you will join us to listen, learn and engage on zoom link used
for worship. Join us on February 8 at 7pm on Zoom, same link Worship.

Food Drive
From the “Souper Bowl of Caring,” to the Matthew 25:35 Project, to simply a food drive, through all
the phases of this mission we have been following the Jesus who said, “…for I was hungry and you
gave me food…” Now, more than ever, our neighbors are hungry and our mission is vital.
During January, we are urging Kirk people to participate in a food drive to individually collect not
only cans of soup, but all sorts of canned and boxed foods as well as personal hygiene items, to
donate to Metro Caring. To make an even greater impact, we hope you will invite your friends and
neighbors to participate as well.Here are the basics:
Saturday, February 6, donated items can be dropped off at the Kirk or a volunteer driver can
pick up your and your friends’/neighbors’ donations from your home.
For those who wish to participate, Please contact Ann Karlberg (at 303-906-0630 or
peddlinuphill@earthlink.net) to volunteer and receive the tip sheet and neighborhood flyer.
If you prefer to support the drive monetarily, donations for this initiative can be made on the
Kirk website.
If you are unable to donate your items on January 6, you can drop them off in the bin in the
courtyard at the back of the church. If you drop off items in this bin, please contact Ann Karlberg
and let her know that you have dropped off food.

Update from Kirk Council
Kirk Council Sets Our Course for 2021
The Kirk Council is the governing body elected by the congregation to implement the mission and
ministry of the Kirk of Bonnie Brae. In its January meeting the Council discussed objectives for the
upcoming year. One of those objectives was to increase Council communication with our church
family that comprises our congregation. One tangible example of this focus on sharing more
information will be a monthly contribution to the newsletter and Facebook posts from the Council
sharing some of the work we do. In the January meeting the council reviewed the accomplishments
and lessons learned from areas of improvement from the past year and then turned our attention to
objectives for the year 2021. While the finer details are to be worked out with your new council the
broader brushstrokes look like this:
Selena put her sabbatical on hold last year as the COVID crisis hit, we will provide a sabbatical
for her where the congratulation thrives even in her absence.
Transition to a blended in person and online service that serves all in our church family.
Improvement in communications from the Council to the congregation sharing the work of the
council.
Develop and deepen the partnerships as appropriate with our partners renting space in the Kirk
and other UCC churches such as 6th Avenue UCC.
Continue to build the depth of our mission and social justice work.
Stay tuned for updates on these objectives in future months along with managing whatever
surprises the new year brings our way.

Green Justice Team
This month kicks off a new approach for the Green Justice portion of the newsletter where your
burning questions about zero waste will be answered. Just send the Green Justice Team (via Ann
Karlberg at akarlberg0630@outlook.com) your questions, insights, or input on anything green
and we will try our best to research and reply to all inquiries in this section of the monthly
newsletter. Let’s get some fun conversations going!
To start us off, I will address a question that has generated a little conversation within the Green
Justice Team: To rinse or not to rinse recyclables?
I stated several months ago in this newsletter that you don’t need to rinse recyclables which I got
from the Denver Recycles website. However, recycling is a “fluid” world (pun intended!) so I reresearched websites and I found a more nuanced answer – empty contents and rinse wisely to
reduce odors and vermin but it doesn’t impact the recyclability. Specifically, I found these fitting
words which I paraphrased:
A lot of people scrub the inside of a peanut butter jar with soap and hot water before placing it in
the curbside recycling bin, out of fear it being somehow unacceptable if there is any residue left in it.
That notion is outdated. The whole issue around washing and rinsing recyclables doesn’t have
anything to do with whether or not that material can actually be recycled. We ask people to give it a
quick rinse, just for their own benefit, and the benefit of the people who have to touch it. But it
doesn’t affect its recyclability.
Mary Halstead, Green Justice Team member

