
Dear Kirk,

Do you know about the “Wright Family Christmas Card” tradition? For 18 years now, we
“somehow” snap a photo of my husband in some holiday-related disaster. There was the year he
accidentally wrapped his head, the year the tree fell on him, the year he tried to dress up our then
baby Elli and stick her on the tree, the year he took to a neighbor’s pine tree with an ax, the year the
kids used him as a human sled… You get the picture (or if not here are a few pre-kid classics).

And every year we offer a few words to remind our card recipients that so much of what we want
or hope for at Christmas will. go. wrong. And yet…
    And yet the light shines in every darkness.
    And yet hope and peace, joy and love will be born among us and between us.
    And yet the events that make Christmas matter have already taken place. The birth of Jesus was        
    the beginning of a story that is still being written by our lives, by our faith AND by our failures.

I am excited about our theme “Christmas lights” for this season, because those tangled, tacky
disasters waiting to happen – are kind of like us… Doing their best to bring beauty, shining where
they find themselves, and flickering in persistent imperfection. So church, this year may your failures
be blessed. May you find the beauty in the chaos. May you flicker and shine even at the wrong
times because this light, this example, this path that Jesus illuminates will not be overcome. 

Merry Christmas!

Selena

From Your Pastor
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One of the first tasks of Christmas is pulling out, untangling and 

hanging the Christmas lights. If you weren’t so frustrated by them, 

you might find many lessons to learn in that bundle of beautiful 

chaos. This Advent, Christmas Lights will guide us through this 

sacred season, teaching us about hope, peace, love, joy and a 

faith that shines in every shadow. No matter what is tangling 

you in chaos this season, find your way to worship and know the light within and beyond you.

December 4: Christmas Lights - Tacky

On this Second Sunday of Advent, we will read Matthew 3:1-12 and reflect on the ways in which our

faith does not always fit with the culture, and yet maybe that is the point!

December 11: Children’s Christmas Play - “Illuminate”

From the words of John 1, we will experience a Christmas play and music created and prepared for

us by the Kirk children and youth!

               December 18: Choir Cantata

               Our Kirk choir will lead us in a musical reflection of the coming light of Christ!

December 18: Blue Christmas Worship

4:00 p.m. at 6th Avenue UCC, 3250 E. 6th Avenue.

The reason we light our homes with Christmas lights, 

traditionally, is to shine a light in the darkness. For many, 

this season intensifies feelings of grief and loss, regret

and depression. For others, the season feels that it is 

lacking when we do not slow down to honor the struggle 

of those who “walked in darkness but saw a great light.” 

Join us as we gather with our sister churches for our annual Blue Christmas Service as we make

room for the fullness of emotions of this season.

            December 24: 5:30 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at the Kirk

            We will gather for a service of Candles, Carols and Communion as we light the Christ Candle

            and celebrate the birth of the Christ Child! 

December 25: 10:00 a.m. CHRISTMAS DAY Worship! 

It does not happen very often that Christmas is on a Sunday. The last time was 

2016, and it won’t happen again for 11 years until 2033! So, change things up 

this Christmas and celebrate not only the Holy Night but the Bright Morning 

of Christmas with your church family! Christmas PJ’s are welcome for this 

service of singing and stories! 
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Advent at the Kirk



Poinsettias
It is a tradition of the Kirk for Christmas and Easter to purchase 
“flowers” or “flours” in honor or memory of loved ones. You can 
order a poinsettia that will be in worship on December 18 and 
available for you to take home after worship on Christmas Eve.
Alternatively, you can designate your “flour” to provide food to those in
need through Metro Caring. The cost is $15 per order. Please complete 
the form HERE and pay online, or turn in your check by December 11.

LOVE Offering 

Online on the Kirk’s website HERE.

Text 720-605-7458: Enter the amount without a dollar sign [space] type LOVE then Send.

Mail a check to the Kirk at 1201 S. Steele Street, Denver, CO, 80210.  Please write LOVE on the

memo line. 

This year as always, our staff has been 

outstanding in leading worship, music,

Christian education, and keeping our administration in top shape! To show your appreciation, please

consider donating to our annual LOVE offering. It will be collected through Sunday, December 18,

and given to staff on Christmas Eve. There are three ways to donate:
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Veterans of the Cross Offering, December 18
Year after Year, Your Gift Brings Joy

The Advent season of waiting and watching is also a season of preparing.

Our generosity prepares the way for hope, peace, justice, and community.

United Church of Christ retired clergy, servants of the church, have spent

lifetimes baptizing and blessing, teaching and preaching, marrying and

burying, comforting and empowering God’s people. Now, through the

Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross, we have the opportunity to

sustain and empower them. 

                                                      Our gifts of gratitude and love bring hope to the hopeless, joy to the

                                              sorrowful, and deep love to those who have ministered in God’s love for so long.

By giving generously to the Christmas Fund, we will help retired clergy and their families to pay bills,

maintain health insurance and meet emergency needs. Year after year, our gifts make a difference,

easing the anxiety of constant financial worries. Please give generously in person, or online HERE.

                                                                                                  - Submitted by Susan Howard, Co-Chair of the Mission Team

https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/get-involved/poinsettias
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z62S/campaign/C-108RC
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z62S/campaign/C-108R8


Every Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. we gather in person and
online to enter into a conversation about (and with) the
upcoming Sunday’s scripture. You can join us on Zoom by
clicking HERE. 

     December 6:     Isaiah 35:1-10

     December 13:  Matthew 1:18-25

There will be no gatherings on December 20 or 27

Conversations with Scripture

Connect With The Kirk Online
For Sunday Worship on YouTube, click HERE

Or you can click the button on the front page of our WEBSITE

For DIG, Conversations with Scripture,  or other Kirk meetings,

connect on Zoom by clicking HERE

DIG into Scripture and Community!

In the lower level, children ages 3-17 are invited to dig into issues of
justice and how they relate to their faith with two classes, divided by
age.

Adults are reading “Holy Chaos” by Amanda Henderson in the
Welcome Center and on Zoom, discussing the ways in which we can
persevere in both justice work and relationships across dividing lines.

Each Sunday at 9 a.m. we have an opportunity to dig deeper into our faith,
our understanding of scripture and our relationship with one another.

There will be no DIG on December 25 or January 1.

Theology on Tap
Each year in the month of December we celebrate the season of Advent.

It is a season of waiting, but why? What is theological about waiting?

Join us in the Kirk Welcome Center on December 11 at 4 p.m. as we

engage in a casual discussion of Advent Theology.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzKosUNlc7pAcYQvtX4a1NyH743j5arla
https://www.kirkofbonniebrae.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09
https://www.amazon.com/Holy-Chaos-Creating-Connections-Divisive/dp/0827215150
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6353601111?pwd=YkcvbUJxR2pyN1NkL2pQOGowYURCZz09
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Each Sunday beginning Nov. 27, before and after the worship service, there will be a table in the

lobby where you can purchase Luci Lights for the people of 

Ukraine. If your donation is in honor of a friend or loved one, 

you may take a card decorated with the Ukrainian national 

flower to inform your honoree of the significance of your gift. 

In Ukraine, fields of sunflowers face east as the day dawns, 

reminding them of the warmth and power of the sun. Through 

your donation, you can harness this same power to provide 

light and hope for those facing this holiday season in deep 

darkness. (To watch an informative 1-minute video, click HERE.)

Holiday Alternative Giving Project: 
Give the Gift of Light!

The Green Justice Team and the Mission Committee are

collaborating to sponsor our annual Holiday Alternative Giving

Project this year. Given the distressing news we hear daily about

the war in Ukraine, we are pleased to propose a way to help

people there struggling to survive. We are partnering with

MPOWERD, a for-profit company that is working with nonprofit

organizations to provide disaster relief and humanitarian aid to

Ukraine. For each donation of $20, MPOWERD will send a solar-

powered lantern, called a Luci Light, to a Ukrainian refugee. 

Christmas is just around the corner, and we are excited to 

partner with Hope & Home to make this season special for 

children in foster care! So far in 2022, Hope & Home has 

licensed 15 new foster families in the Denver area. 

Statewide, they have placed 140 children into loving foster 

homes and celebrated a record 29 adoptions! We cannot 

celebrate these milestones without knowing that right around

the corner is a holiday season filled with loss and sadness for so 

many children. Luckily, we can contribute to making it as memorable as

possible by donating to their Christmas Store! This unique effort helps Hope & Home foster parents

make Christmas Dreams come true by giving them the opportunity to shop, free of charge, for the

children currently in their care. Be on the lookout for Christmas boxes to pop up in the Narthex

starting in early November to collect brand-new, unwrapped toys and gifts that you think a child

between the ages of 0 and 18 would enjoy! Here is an AMAZON WISHLIST, but you are welcome to

give something from your heart. You can bring your donations and put them in our containers, or

have them shipped directly to the Kirk c/o Hope & Home. Donations must be received by Friday,

December 16th, but Hope & Home is happy to collect items year-round for their kids and families! 

Hope & Home Toy Drive

https://mpowerd.app.box.com/s/gi1cziepdfnct9yibkyw564t2673c77g
https://a.co/7bVmNlk


Our next Blood Drive is Sunday, December 4, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. in the 

Welcome Center. Please sign up at www.vitalant.org. Our site code is B110.

Our Next Blood Drive
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Congregational Meeting
Following worship on January 22, we will hold our annual congregational

meeting. At this meeting, we will vote on new officers, receive reports 

from Kirk committees, approve the 2023 budget and hear from our Pastor 

and Moderator. Please plan to stay after worship for this meeting as well as

Frank’s retirement celebration that follows. 

Every time you shop on Amazon or at King Soopers, a

portion of your purchase could go to the Kirk to

support our ministries! If you are not doing this

already and would like to, for Amazon instructions

click HERE. For King Soopers instructions click HERE.

A Free Way to Give

In recognition of 15 years of service, our beloved Frank Ross will be
retiring at the end of January 2023! While Frank will remain an
active part of our congregation, he will no longer be a part of our
staff after so many years of loving our building with time and care.
After our Congregational Meeting on January 22, we will share in a
potluck celebration to honor and show our gratitude for Frank.
Please plan to bring a card as well, with a note to Frank about your
gratitude for his work!

Celebrating Frank!

It goes without saying that Frank is irreplaceable! But we do need someone 
to take over his tasks. If you or someone you know are interested in a part-
time job (about 8 hours a week) doing general cleaning in our building, please
contact Selena or Donna Furman (furman.donna@gmail.com, 303-870-3743).

Employment Opportunity

https://www.vitalant.org/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=GMXLBCTX25RL6A2E
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards


We then began the dialogue of prioritizing our dreams. The good news is that consensus on how to
prioritize was reached, and this will be a budget for moving forward and expanding our mission
rather than contracting. The prioritization process was a testament to a Council that has developed
into a high-performing team. I watch with pleasure as this group of intelligent engaged people
brought their diverse backgrounds and viewpoints to the discussion and reached a consensus
through open dialogue and an environment of mutual trust and respect. There will be more work to
do in December to finalize the budget that will be presented at the annual meeting in January, but
we are well on our way.

Council also finalized a document that supports the bylaw descriptions of the role of Council. This
support document describes how we want to put the bylaws outline into day-to-day practices as a
team.  

Also, we were delighted to hear that the challenge of replacing the talented contributions of Beth
Sherry and Claire Ulrickson (who are completing terms as council members in January) is off to a
good start. Bill Harrigan and Heather Goetsch have agreed to have their names presented at the
annual meeting as Council members. Please tell them Thank You when you see them.

Selena shared her appreciation to Ann Karlberg for her many contributions, and those who are
working together to ensure that members who are not able to drive to church get a ride each week.
Thanks to Becky Tiffany, Lee Trujillo-Lopez, and Jeannie Mitchell for this selfless effort.
I have stopped measuring time spent on the big picture versus time spent on administrative details,
as focus on the big picture has become our norm.

Yours in Service,

Mark Dutell

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES by Mark Dutell 
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Each month the Council reads an informational 
or educational article to help us grow as individual 
Council members and as a team. The "applied
reading” for November was about leaders
effectively making challenging decisions. That topic
was selected because November’s Council meeting
was primarily about developing a 2023 budget for
our church. Selena has preached as part of our 75th
Anniversary celebration about dreaming big for our
church in the future. So, we asked our Treasurer, 

Ellen Campos, to prepare a budget that considered funding all the dreams we could think of. Not
surprisingly, despite the incredible support from your annual pledges (and our revenue from renting
space to our building partners) our dreams exceeded our funding sources. 



Save the Dates (2023)
January 15:     Joint Worship with Absolute Word Church

January 22:     Congregational Annual Meeting

June 25-30:     Youth Service Learning Trip to Albuquerque, NM

October 6-8:   Women’s Retreat

Martin Luther King Jr. Marade
The Kirk Anti-Racism Team will be walking in the Martin Luther King Jr.

Marade this year. The Marade is a combination of March and Parade

which is both a celebration and a way to continue fighting for civil rights.

The Marade will be Monday, January 16, and will begin at 9:30 am with a

program at City Park. From there, we will walk to Civic Center Park,

starting around 10:45 a.m. Mark your calendars - there will be more

details to come in the weekly emails as we get closer to the event.

New Year's Day Worship
If you are one of those that do not stay up to welcome the new year (or even if

you are) we hope you will join us in worship on Sunday, January 1, 2023! We

will welcome in the new year with worship, reflections on the past, and create

space to prayerfully enter into a new year with the hope, peace, joy and love

we welcomed on Christmas! 
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How to Save the Kirk $2,000!
Our projected cost for mowing and trimming the Kirk lawn next

summer is $1,980. Assuming there won’t be a price increase – that

money could be better spent on programming and missions. Instead,

we'd like to put together a team of members and friends who'd agree

to take on the job, each mowing once a month or every six weeks,

depending on how many volunteers we get. If this sounds interesting

to you, please get in touch with the Kirk office or Donna Furman

(furman.donna@gmail.com, 303-870-3743) and thank you! 

(We could also use someone with good organization skills who could 
 coordinate the mowers.)



If we have missed your birthday, please let us know by emailing kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org

Happy December Birthdays!
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12/01  Greg Sherry
12/07  Ben Feiten
12/12  Mark Dutell
12/13  Nancy DeMoully

12/14  Ann Karlberg
12/23  Leigh Plue
12/25  Jesus
12/29  Willow Wright 

mailto:kobb@kirkofbonniebrae.org

